Why Sin Still Matters
A Fresh Look At some Old Sins
Greed Part 2
Matthew 6:19-21

To be a follower of Christ is to have a counter-cultural mindset 
and attitude toward material possessions.

Having material possessions is not a sin . . .
But being materialistic is.

“Interesting. In the window there is glass, in the mirror there is glass, but the glass of the mirror is covered with a little bit of silver. And no sooner is the silver added than you cease to see others, only yourself.”

“an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.”
	1 Peter 1:4

It is not a sin for you to have possessions.
It is a sin for possessions to have you.

Three truths about our treasures:

1. You must have the right view of your valuables.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.” 

“but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither most nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

“Do not treasure your treasures on earth. But treasure your treasures in heaven.” 

“Stop treasuring your treasures on earth. But continue to treasure your treasures in heaven.”

“Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. When yours eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven.” 
	Proverbs 23:4-5

“He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his good income; this also is vanity.” 
	Ecclesiastes 5:10

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life?”
	Matthew 16:26

Money can buy amusement, but not joy.
Money can buy a bed, but not sleep.
Money can buy companions, but not friends.
Money can buy a house, but not peace.
Money can buy a medicine, but not health.
Money can buy sex, but not intimacy.
Money can buy therapy, but not redemption.

“His stuff had him.”

2. You must invest your life (and your treasures) in things that are going to last.

“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
	Luke 12:15

 “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 

“So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”
Luke 12:21

More is better and now is better.

Make sure you are investing your life in things that will last.

“You cannot take it with you, but you can send it ahead of you.”

How important will your house be a hundred years from now?
How important will your car be a hundred years from now?
How important will your diploma be a hundred years from now?
How important will your career be a hundred years from now?
How important will your accomplishments be a hundred years from now?


Moth speaks of nature: tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, etc.

Rust speaks of time: depreciation, wear-and-tear, out-datedness, etc.

Thieves speak of people: swindlers, car-jackers, family members, televangelists.
Your treasure is revealed by what you think about the most. 
Your treasure is revealed by what you choose to do and do not do. 
Your treasure is revealed by what you are passionate about. 

“If anything in this world is everything to you, it is an earthly treasure.”
R. Kent Hughes

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions – is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”
	1 John 2:15-17

Only invest in that which is worth loving.

Do not let your possessions possess you!

How do you know if your possession possesses you?

1. You boast in your bank account.

Are you proud of the nest egg you’ve built up? 

Do you delight in what your income can buy? 

2. You trust in your treasures. 

What gives you confidence and security, especially as the uncertainties of life begin crowding in? 

Do you find yourself mentally cataloging your financial resources in a crisis? 

Does your “back-up plan” involve only your emergency savings? 

“Whoever trusts in his riches will fall.” 
	Proverbs 11:28 

3. You are unwilling to help those in need.

How generous are you with your wealth? 

Are you the first to help, or dragging your feet, the last? 

4. You are generous for the wrong reasons.
When giving, are you concerned with others noticing you? 

Do you donate more generously when others are watching? 

5. Your emotions are tied to your possessions in an unhealthy way.

Your feelings are tied to your finances.

Are you constantly worried about losing money? 

Do unexpected purchases make you nervous? 

Do the ups and downs in the stock market drive the ups and downs in your heart? 


How generosity helps us in our battle against greed . . .

1. To give is not to buy. 

2. God increases our income to increase our generosity.

As God increases our standard of living – we increase our standard of giving.

“If God increases our income, He is not putting his stamp of approval on a life of luxury; He is commissioning us to the exhilarating and joyful mission of tremendous and creative generosity. Make as much as you want so that you can give as much as you can.”
	John Piper

3. Generosity says, “I will trust in God.”

“Give generously . . . and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.”
Deuteronomy 15:10

“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.”
	1 Timothy 6:17, 18

4. The only money that we can count on seeing again is the money we invest in the kingdom of God.

“You cannot take it with you, but you can send it on ahead.”
	Randy Alcorn
5. It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” 
Acts 20:32-35	

6. Generosity is the result of contentment.

True contentment comes from godliness in the heart 
and not wealth in the hand.

“Our hearts are never neutral. They are spring loaded with desire.  Like a needle to a magnet, our hearts move constantly toward achievements, possessions, and experiences we believe will make us happy.  Contentment, by contrast, is being satisfied with what you have.”
	Brian Hedges
	
“I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need . . . I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
	Philippians 4:11-13

“Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for He has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Hebrews 13:5

Getting a grip on greed . . .

1. Go for an entire week without buying anything that is not a necessity.

2. Give some money away this week to someone else.

3. Take some time to examine your present spending/giving – are there areas that you are giving to that represent eternal investments rather than temporal ones?

4. If you are not presently giving/tithing to the local church – begin to do so cheerfully, sacrificially, and systematically in such a way that it demonstrates a thankfulness to God for what He has done for you through Christ.


“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
	Hebrews 13:5

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”
2 Corinthians 8:9 

In Christ, we are wealthier than the wealthiest people.

Generosity is no longer a painful duty but rather a glorious privilege.
 
“I shall not want.”
Psalm 23:1

“Forsaking greed isn’t a force of will but rather an act of adoration.”

“When we know the blessings that are ours in Christ, we are then free to love, trust, and worship our God. 

We loosen our grip on money so that we may more firmly grasp the promises of our awe-inspiring Savior.”


