Slide 1 Why Sin Still Matters
A Fresh Look At Some Old Sins
We are continuing our serious on the what the early church called the 7 deadly sins. 
Why look at the topic of sin? 
Sloth
two important things from the beginning. Slide 2 One (picture) – 
Two – explanation - joke
As a believer, we can be busy, tired, worn-out, stressed-out, harried, and active and still be slothful.
Slide 3 The words for the 7 deadly sin originally come from the Latin, and this is the Latin word Acedia. There is no good direct one-word translation. It has connotations of apathy or lack of effort. 
Slide 4 Pastor Phil’s definition of sloth – Sloth in the Kingdom of God is a follower of Christ not living up to their full spiritual potential because of carelessness about God’s priorities.
Real quick before we get into our passage, what is the Kingdom of God – also called the Kingdom of heaven in the gospels. When Jesus came to earth and started teaching, his message was repent the kingdom of God has come. Jesus started the kingdom his first coming, he will complete it when upon his second coming. Now we are in between – when you accept the gospel, when you place your faith in Jesus as the only payment for your sin, you enter the kingdom. Our churches are kingdom outposts; our Christian homes are kingdom outposts. As a follower of Christ, we live as kingdom citizens. My assumption, and also my hope, is that you want to live up your full Kingdom potential. More than that, a pastor’s calling to help you live up to your full kingdom potential. 
Here's the reality – it doesn’t just happen. 
Slide 5 What leads to sloth in the Kingdom? Put another way, what keep us from our kingdom potential? What makes us careless about God’s priorities? Generally, there are 2 things.
Slide 6 Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, 
 2 things that keep us from running the race well, or that make us slothful. First, is sin
The second thing are the hindrances – 
We will look at 3 things this morning from a parable of Jesus
Slide 7 Luke 14:15–24 (CSB) 
15 When one of those who reclined at the table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is the one who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 Then he told him, “A man was giving a large banquet and invited many. 17 At the time of the banquet, he sent his servant to tell those who were invited, ‘Come, because everything is now ready.’ 18 “But without exception they all began to make excuses. The first one said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. I ask you to excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m going to try them out. I ask you to excuse me.’ 20 “And another said, ‘I just got married, and therefore I’m unable to come. 
We will stop reading there – it continues that then the master sent the servants out to bring in people that originally weren’t invited. 
The context & parables 
Two invitations
Parable characters
Slide 8 What leads to sloth in the kingdom? What are the hindrances that become sin?
1. What we see -
The first one said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. I ask you to excuse me.
He wants to go look at the field he bought. Jesus, the master storyteller, is really using humor here. Nobody back then or now buys a field without looking at it. 
Media
stats – 
In 2010 the average American spent 8 hours a day watching tv/movies – In 2025 that has dropped to “only” about 4-5. That’s good right? Wrong! That is only because the average American now spends 5 hours a day on their smart phone
In the U.S. today Americans average over 2 hours a day on social media
If you are in the little higher age bracket, you might be thinking kids these days and their phones - baby boomers (those over 60) spend an average of 5-8 hours a day watching tv. Watching fox news for hours everyday falls into this category too. Ok, I can see I need to just move along.
many ways media, especially social media has just made the 7 deadly sins more readily available. 
Pride – 
Gluttony –
envy – 
Anger – 
 Lust – 
Sloth – 
We, and I do mean we with me included, miss many opportunities to serve, study the Word, pray, or spend time with family just because we are on media. And we are ingesting so much that is contrary to Kingdom living. Paul wrote
Slide 9 Philippians 4:8 (CSB) Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable—if there is any moral excellence and if there is anything praiseworthy—dwell on these things. 
The second thing that leads to sloth in the kingdom is
Slide 10
2. What we do
“Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m going to try them out. I ask you to excuse me.’
Work – 
Hobbies - 
Slide 11 Jesus said in Mark 8:36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
Let’s make it personal, what does it profit a person to have a huge house and a nice retirement and lose our soul. What does it profit a guy to kill a really nice buck every season and lose his soul. What does it profit us to be in great physical shape but lose our soul.
Slide 12 The third thing that can keep us back from our Kingdom potential are
3. Our Relationships
“And another said, ‘I just got married, and therefore I’m unable to come.” 
Family
 the Bible never says we should put our spouse or family first. Jesus said we should seek first the kingdom of God.
Slide 13  In fact, Jesus said Luke 14:26 (CSB)  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 
Sunday sports 
what does it profit your kid to make it on a ball team but lose their soul? 
I think this parable of Jesus is one of the most important for 21st century America. We have allowed our relationships, what we see and what we do slowly replace our dedication to following Christ.
What is the solution? Being a workaholic is just as harmful as doing nothing. It isn’t just doing more. We don’t need to be frantic or just add more church into an already busy life.  We need humility – we all need the humility to exam our lives for things that are holding us back. 
We will spend the rest of our time looking quickly at what is the cure for sloth – or how do we reach our full potential in the kingdom? The short answer is 
Slide 14
1. We apprentice with the Master
Discipleship & apprenticeship
Slide 15
John 5:17 Jesus responded to them, “My Father is still working, and I am working also.” 
John 4:34  “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work,” Jesus told them. 
John 9:4 We must do the works of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 
We must intentionally be part of the work of the Kingdom.  Time is short – the time to grow spiritually and serve is today not tomorrow. Jesus knew and wants us to know that living to our full Kingdom potential is the only truly fulfilling life. 
Slide 16 the story from the childhood of Jesus. They have gone to Jerusalem, Mary and Jospeh can’t find him. They go back and he is at the temple. He says
Luke 2:49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked them. “Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be in my Father’s house? 
We need to know if we live as apprentices of Jesus, we will be misunderstood. People will not understand it if you are truly living for God. Sadly, even people that call themselves Christians won’t understand. 
Slide 17
2. Imitate the discipline of the Master
Jesus modeled the perfect human life for us. Do you want to know what your full spiritual potential is – we ask how would Jesus live my life if he was here today. If Jesus grew up with your job instead of being a carpenter how would he have done it. If Jesus had your family instead of his earthy family how would he have treated them?
Slide 18 To do this, we practice the Spiritual disciplines that Jesus did – a simple definition of Spiritual Disciplines is imitating Christ so we become like Christ. 
These are things like Bible study, prayer, solitude, fasting, giving, serving, fellowship, lament, celebration, 
Slide 19 Let me give you a quote by Dallas Willard –
“We can become like Christ by doing one thing– by following him in the overall style of life he chose for himself. If we have faith in Christ, we must believe that he knew how to live. We can, through faith and grace, become more like Christ by practicing the types of activities he engaged in, by arranging our whole lives around the activities he himself practiced in order to remain constantly at home in the fellowship of his Father.” 
The spiritual disciplines are what you see Jesus did when you study his life – remember imitating Christ so we become like him. A few examples:
Slide 20The word - Matthew 4:4 He answered, “It is written: Man must not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
Slide 21 Prayer – Prayer was a consistent part of the life of Jesus when he was on earth. The Gospels have more than 50 references to Jesus and prayer. Luke 6:12  During those days he went out to the mountain to pray and spent all night in prayer to God. 
Slide 22 That goes hand in hand with solitude – taking time alone to be with God - Luke 5:16 Yet he often withdrew to deserted places and prayed. 
Slide 23 Fasting – Jesus fasted we know and he taught about it. Matthew 6:16  16 “Whenever you fast, don’t be gloomy like the hypocrites. For they make their faces unattractive so that their fasting is obvious to people. Truly I tell you, they have their reward. Notice he doesn’t say if you fast, he is just assuming we do. 
The Spiritual Disciplines are an important topic – 
Danger – 
Slide 24
3. Practical steps to avoid sloth
Be faithful in the small things – 
Slide 25 Matthew 25:21 (CSB) “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Share your master’s joy.’ 
Slide 26 Take steps to limit screen time– 
Parents – our kids are addicted to media and their phones – 
Parents – don’t wait for the tech companies or the government to take action. 
Resource
Slide 27 Treat Sunday as special – 
Slide 28 quote from Theologian William Barclay – “It is possible to become so obsessed with the activities of the world that the thought of the unseen things gets crowded out altogether and no time is left for prayer worship and devotion. That is precisely the value of Sunday. Sunday is a summons to think of other things than earthly activities. To abolish it or use it in purely secular ways as a sure way to arrive in the end at a life which has forgotten God.”
