Intro – Spirit of Christmas/Ray Charles
Slide 1 So this morning our sermon title is “Facing 2026 with the Spirit of Christmas.”  
Scripture reading
Luke 2:22–38 (CSB) 
22 And when the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were finished, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord) 24 and to offer a sacrifice (according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons). 25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he saw the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him up in his arms, praised God, and said, 29 Now, Master, you can dismiss your servant in peace, as you promised. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation. 31 You have prepared it in the presence of all peoples— 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to your people Israel. 33 His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and told his mother Mary, “Indeed, this child is destined to cause the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed—35 and a sword will pierce your own soul—that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well along in years, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and was a widow for eighty-four years. She did not leave the temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayers. 38 At that very moment, she came up and began to thank God and to speak about him to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
Background – culture shock
Slide 2 Verse 27 gives us the context of the story - the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform for him what was customary under the law (verses 23 & 24 give the specifics).
They are fulfilling the Mosaic law about childbirth. This passage is quoting from Exodus 13 and Leviticus 12. Numbers chapter 18 they also had to redeem or buy back Jesus for 5 shekels of silver. 
Slide 3 Verse 22 gives us the timing of the story And when the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were finished, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.
It takes place when Jesus was 41 days old. He was named and circumcised on the 8th day after his birth and the Law of Moses said 33 days after that is when the sacrifice for purification of the mother was to take place. 
We are going to look at 5 five ways to continue the spirit of Christmas into this coming year. 
Slide 4 1. We must cultivate humility – Verse 24 provides another important detail about the Christmas story. 

Slide 5 
Leviticus 12:6–8 (CSB) 6 “When her days of purification are complete, whether for a son or daughter, she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting a year-old male lamb for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering. 7 He will present them before the Lord and make atonement on her behalf; she will be clean from her discharge of blood. This is the law for a woman giving birth, whether to a male or female. 8 But if she doesn’t have sufficient means for a sheep, she may take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. Then the priest will make atonement on her behalf, and she will be clean.” 
Explanation – bird vs lamb
Christmas is the ultimate riches to rags story. Slide 6 The Apostle Paul is describing Christmas in 2 Corinthians 8:9 (CSB) For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though he was rich, for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 
When we live with humility, we continue the spirit of Christmas because we are living like Jesus. Jesus put our needs first and came to earth with humility. We should have this same attitude as Jesus.  
Slide 7 What is humility – a South African pastor from the late 1800s Andrew Murray defined it this way - “Humility is nothing but the disappearance of self in the vision that God is all.” 
Humility – Christmas eve
Slide 8 Andrew Murray explained it this way, “Men sometimes speak as if humility and meekness would rob us of what is noble and bold and manlike. O that all would believe that this is the nobility of the kingdom of heaven, that this is the royal spirit that the King of heaven displayed, that this is Godlike, to humble oneself, to become the servant of all!”
Slide 9 25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he saw the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform for him what was customary under the law,
slide 10 2. We must be led by the Holy Spirit – the second way we can continue the Christmas spirit is to be led by the Holy Spirit. 
This was a time that there were no prophetical writings –culture 
China, Bulgaria, Israel
Slide 11 Acts 5:41 (CSB) Then they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to be treated shamefully on behalf of the Name. 
Don’t need to fear
Slide 12 Look at what Pastor Euguene Peterson wrote - 
“Christians are not fussy moralists who cluck their tongues over a world going to hell; Christians are people who praise the God who is on our side. Christians are not pious pretenders in the midst of a decadent culture; Christians are robust witnesses to the God who is our help. Christians are not fatigued outcasts who carry righteousness as a burden in a world where the wicked flourish; Christians are people who sing “Oh, blessed be GOD! He didn’t abandon us defenseless.”
Simeon was filled with the Holy Spirit, vs now
How did Simeon even know the Messiah was coming? 
Slide 13 28 Simeon took him up in his arms, praised God, and said, 29 Now, Master, you can dismiss your servant in peace, as you promised. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation. 31 You have prepared it in the presence of all peoples— 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to your people Israel
slide 14  3. We must Embrace the Gospel – If we truly see the value and significance of our salvation, it will continue the spirit of Christmas.. If you have been in my office, you might have seen this painting I am about to show you – I have a print of it hanging up. I was going to not show it and make you all come and see me...but I am not that needy.
Slide 15 This is one of my favorite pieces of art –
Slide 16 It makes me think of the Apostle Paul’s words in1 Corinthians 15:55 (CSB) Where, death, is your victory? Where, death, is your sting? 
The verb “dismiss” in verse 29 
Simeon literally saw Jesus, his salvation, with his own eyes – 
There is nothing more valuable than salvation. 
Slide 17  34 Then Simeon blessed them and told his mother Mary, “Indeed, this child is destined to cause the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed—35 and a sword will pierce your own soul—that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
Slide 18 4. We must adopt a wartime mentality– To continue the Christmas Spirit we need to remember the war around us. I
 
He also knew the world would never be the same. Slide 19 C.S. Lewis wrote “Jesus was never regarded as a mere moral teacher. He did not produce that effect on any of the people who actually met him. He produced mainly three effects – hatred, terror, or adoration.” And so the world is divided into Christ followers and those that reject him. 
Fellow Christians – we have an enemy that hates Jesus and he hates us. 
war – but that is part of the true spirit of Christmas. Slide 20Jesus himself said in Luke 12:51 (CSB) Do you think that I came here to bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 
Maybe at you are thinking, what about the message of the angels to the shepherds. Luke 2:14 (CSB)  Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people he favors! 
So which is it? Is this a contradiction? No, the answer is the word peace in the Bible can mean two different things. This is a Jewish story in a Jewish city so in 
Luke 2:14 is really just a synonym of salvation.  
Peace in the Bible can also mean just the absence of fighting. 
Slide 21John records something Jesus said that explains this John 14:27 (CSB) “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful. 
To think of it a different way – there is physical peace and there is spiritual peace.
Slide 22 two quotes John Eldredge “Unless we understand we are at war, we will misinterpret 90 percent of what is happening around us.”
Life is war. That’s not all it is. But it is always that...But most people do not believe this in their hearts. Most people show by their priorities and their casual approach to spiritual things that they believe we are in peacetime, not wartime. John Piper
Take a second – think about all the things our church, Lord willing, will do this coming year. 
all of this – let’s not forget our desire to build a building to serve him on a larger scale. 
Two quick things to remember about spiritual warfare
Slide 23 1. People aren’t the enemy - Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in the heavens. 
Slide 24 2. We fight from a position of victory - John 16:33 (CSB) I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” 
After Simeon speaks, we meet another person in the temple. 
Slide 25 36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well along in years, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and was a widow for eighty-four years. She did not leave the temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayers. 38 At that very moment, she came up and began to thank God and to speak about him to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
Slide 26  5. We must live on mission. I love that after Simeon says these wonderful things Anna comes along and puts them into practice. 

What a wonderful example this lady is to us. First, she is a worshipper of God. 

The second thing we learn from Anna is that we should be people of thankfulness. Once she knows that salvation has come she immediately give thanks to God. Slide 27 Anna knew great Old Testament verses like 1 Chronicles 16:34 (CSB) 
34 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his faithful love endures forever. 
Christmas is a great time to be thankful – 

Third, Anna goes out and starts telling others about Jesus. 

Christmas is a great time of year, but the Christmas story is not just for December. 
Slide 28 Close, In 2026 with God’s help what will I do to:
· Actively cultivate humility
· Be led and filled by the Holy Spirit
· Daily embrace the gospel of grace
· Live in awareness of the war around me
· Live on mission 
