The Beaty of Biblical Love
1 Corinthians 13:1-7

Nothing we say,
nothing we have,
nothing we do,
has any value unless it is done in love!

Is love something you feel or something you do?

“philos” to speak about friendship love and mutual affection.

“eros” to describe romantic love with all of its passion and desire.

“agape”

“agape” is the love of choice and commitment.

“agape” represents unconditional love, 
choosing to love another person regardless of your feelings.

My love strengths . . .
My love weaknesses . . .

“agape” love is explained with . . .

· Two verbs which describe what love produces (positive) in our lives. 

· Seven verbs which describe what love prohibits (negative) in our lives.

· A contrasting statement to describe love: love does not do this but rather that. 

· Four things that love always does. 


Agape love . . .

1. Produces patience and kindness.

“patience” mean to bear patiently with other people’s faults and offenses, to be longsuffering.

“As a father has compassion on His children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for He knows how we are formed, He remembers that we are dust.” 
	Psalm 103:13-14
 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
	2 Peter 3:9 

“I am the worst (of sinners). But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 

 “An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up.” 
	Proverbs 12:55

“kindness, tolerance and patience,” 
	Romans 2:4

2. Prohibits envy, boasting and pride.

“envy” means to burn with zeal, but when applied negatively it means to burn or boil.

 “A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones.” Love does not envy.
	Proverbs 14:30

“boasting” means to exaggerate or display yourself, 
to brag about yourself, literally to be a windbag!

“pride” means to inflate.
    
3. Prohibits rudeness and self-seeking.

“rude” means to act disgracefully or dishonorably.

“I’ll do whatever I want, and if you don’t like it, tough!”
“I will do whatever ministers to others, and if I don’t like it, tough.”

“self-seeking” seeking your own advantage, putting yourself before others.

 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 
	Philippians 2:3-4

4. Prohibits anger and record keeping.


“anger” means to be easily angered means to be easily provoked or stirred up, 
to be irritated or touchy, yield to provocation.

“But some people are covered with buttons. They seem to take special pride in polishing and grooming their buttons, and then they wear them all over the front of their life where people can’t help but bump into them. They even set their buttons on a hair trigger so that the slightest touch will provoke a reaction.”

“A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.” 
	Proverbs 19:11

“keeps no record of wrongs” means to count the evil, to credit it to someone’s account.

Have you ever blacklisted someone in your heart?

Are you waiting to settle a score?

Do you have a habit of bringing up the past?

“If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.”
	Psalm 130:3-4 

“God . . . reconciled us to himself through Christ . . . not counting men’s sins against them . . . God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
	2 Corinthians 5:18-19, 21 

5. Prohibits pleasure in evil but embraces truth.

“Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law is not obeyed.”
	Psalm 119:136

 “Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
	1 Corinthians 13:7


In marriage . . .

1. Love provides protection.

“protect” means to protect by covering over – literally means a roof. 


2. Love declares there is trust.

“believe all things” means that love believes the best that is possible as long as that can be done.

“What a difference it makes when we believe in those around us. What a difference it makes when husbands and wives, and parents and children, and teachers and students, and friends and co-workers, and church members truly believe in each other. What a difference it makes in the dark moments of life when you can say to those you love, ‘I believe in you and no matter what happens, we’re going to make it through this thing together.”

3. Love clings to future hope.

“hopes all things” means that godly optimism will be the air we breathe.

4. Love refuses to give in or give up.

“endures” a military term that means to hold a position at all costs, even unto death, whatever it takes.


