From The Heart to The Hand
The When and What of Biblical Giving
Malachi 3:7-12, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, 2 Corinthians 9:7
 
“Yet from the days of your fathers
You have gone away from My ordinances
And have not kept them.
Return to Me, and I will return to you,”
Says the Lord of hosts.
But you said,
‘In what way shall we return?’
8 ‘Will a man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Me!
But you say,
‘In what way have we robbed You?’
In tithes and offerings.
9 You are cursed with a curse,
For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
That there may be food in My house,
And try Me now in this,’
Says the Lord of hosts,
‘If I will not open for you the windows of heaven
And pour out for you such blessing
That there will not be room enough to receive it.
11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground,
Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,’
Says the Lord of hosts;
12 ‘And all nations will call you blessed,
For you will be a delightful land,’
Says the Lord of hosts.”
	Malachi 3:7-12

“Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
‘But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’
8 ‘Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!’
But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’
‘You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do this’ says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, ‘I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 11 Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,’ says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 12 ‘Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,’ says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.


“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this, says the LORD Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
Malachi 3:10

Four key thoughts . . .

1. A turning away

2. A tenth

Tithe = Tenth
Tenth of what?  Your income.

3. A test

God invites us to test Him 
because the real issue is not money, 
but trust.

Is God alive?  Is He real?  Is He loving?  Will He keep His promises?
One of the best ways to find out is to start tithing.

Do I trust God to take care of me more 
than I trust money to take care of me?

4. A return

“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  

“on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.” 
	Genesis 7:11

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”
Proverbs 3:9-10
“pour” means to “to make empty.”

 “One man gives freely yet gains even more; another man withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.”  
	Proverbs 11:24

 “A generous man will himself be blessed…”
	Proverbs 22:9


Four summary statements about tithing . . .

1. Tithing is a minimum guide for giving.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The tithe is more than what leaves your hand – it is what is in your heart.

“Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God.  You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.”
	Luke 11:42

3. Tithing says God owns everything anyway.

4. When God gets the tithe– we get His provision and protection.

“Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income . . .” 
	1 Corinthians 16:1-2


Parameters for giving . . . 

1. “on the first day of every week” (consistent and systematic)

2. “each one of you” (includes everyone)

3. “should set aside a sum of money” (deliberate, planned, purposeful)

4. “in keeping with his income” (proportional and comparative) 




What four elements are necessary to give Biblically?

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
	2 Corinthians 9:7 
	
1. We should give thought to what we will give.

2. We should give enthusiastically.
 
3. We should give voluntarily.
 
4. We should give cheerfully.
 
“cheerful” from “hilaros” from which we get the word “hilarious.”  

5. We should excel in this spiritual discipline.

“see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  
	2 Corinthians 8:7

Equal sacrifice, not equal gifts.

Take the tithing trust test.

“I do not think I exaggerate when I say that some of us put our offering in the plate with a kind of triumphant bounce as much to say: ‘There - now God will feel better!’  I am obliged to tell you that God does not need anything you have.  He does not need a dime of your money.  It is your own spiritual welfare at stake in such matters as these…You have the right to keep what you have all to yourself, but it will rust and decay and ultimately ruin you.” 
	A.W. Tozer in Christ the Eternal Sun


