Did you know . . .
· The FAA handles over 45,000 flights daily in the U.S.
· That roughly 5000 to 5,400 aircraft are in the air simultaneously during peak hours. 
· That over 16 million flights are handled annually within the 5.3 million square miles of U.S domestic airspace. 
· Approximately one million people are flying 300 mph at 30,000 feet at any given moment.
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Over 120 years ago this was the stuff of science fiction.
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If the Wright brother’s secular vision to fly made flying possible all over the world,
what does a God-centered, Christ-exalting, Holy Spirit enabled vision fueled by faith make possible for the church?

Visionless
The Danger of Living by Sight Alone
Proverbs 29:18
Acts 2:40-47

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
Proverbs 29:18

“Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, but happy is he who keeps the law.”

Vision: A clear mental picture of what could be, 
fueled by the Biblical conviction that it should be!

Vision is being able to see what others do not see.
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A God-exalting, Christ-honoring, Holy Spirit-enabled vision . . .

1. Is a picture of a preferred future that God intends for you, your family, and your church.

Why do you exist? 
What am I doing here? 
What am I trying to accomplish? 
What is the purpose of my life?

2. Provides passion.

“So I am eager to preach the gospel.
	Romans 1:15

3. Keeps you on task.

“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal . . .”
	Philippians 3:13-14

“If you aim at nothing – you will hit it every time.”

“If you fail to plan you plan to fail”

4. Instills motivation.

“the love of God compels us.”
	2 Corinthians 5:14

5. Translates into purpose.

“my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”
	Acts 20:24

“The most pathetic person in the world is someone who has sight but has no vision.”
	Helen Keller

6. Creates energy.

“He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone full in Christ.  To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ works so powerfully in me.”
	Colossians 1:28-29
7. Involves risk and gives pain a purpose.

“Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord.”
	Acts 21:13

“For I consider the sufferings of this present time are not worthy comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”
	Romans 8:18

8. Provides clarity.

“But one I think I do . . .”
	Philippians 3:12

“A knife cuts because it has a narrow focus.”
Cleddie Keith

9. Enables you to overcome fear.

Do not settle for what can be accomplished by man.
Do not allow the opinions of faithless people to determine what we will accomplish.

10. Requires faith.

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now live I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
	Galatians 2:20

The essence of Biblical vision is the ability to see farther than your eyes can look.

“For we live by faith, not by sight.” 
2 Corinthians 5:7 

Sight is a function of the eyes; vision is a function of the God-filled heart and mind.

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
	Hebrews 11:1

Hinderances to having clear vision:

1. Nearsightedness:  you make no plans – you only live for the moment.

2. Farsightedness: you are always planning and miss opportunities in the present.

3. Blurred vision: you are wishy, washy and will make no decisions about the present or the future. 

4. Tunnel vision: you are narrow and inflexible. 

5. Blindness: you have inability to look beyond yourself and your present situation.

“And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation.’ Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.  So, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
	Acts 2:40-47 

What is the vision of the church?
1. We will grow warmer in our love for each other.
“And they continued steadfastly in . . . fellowship, in the breaking of bread . . . Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.”
	Acts 2:42, 44-45

“fellowship” means “shared life”

Church membership is a covenant commitment between a believer and a local church.

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
	Hebrews 10:25

2. We will grow deeper in our love for God’s Word.
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine . . .”
	Acts 2:42

What is the apostles’ doctrine?

“The teaching of the apostles was the teaching of the life, death, ministry, and commands of Jesus. The apostles’ teaching was also the teaching of the Old Testament, and how the Old Testament points to Christ. The apostle’s teaching was the gospel of Jesus dying in our place to purchase our salvation.”  

Did you know that the Bible. . .
· Is the top-selling book in human history – exceeding 5 billion in sales.
· Has outsold the Quran (3 billion), Don Quixote (5 million), A Tale of Two Cities (200 million), the Lord of the Rings (150 million), Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (110 million)
· Is printed 100 million times each year.
· Has been translated into 700 languages – the most translated book in history.
· Is the most read book in history.
· Is the most enduring book in history.
· Is the most resisted book in history.

“devotion” means to “hold fast or persist in the teaching”

3. We will grow more dependent on prayer.

“And they continued steadfastly in . . . the prayers.”
	Acts 2:42

4. We will grow more confident in telling others about Jesus.
“And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation. ‘Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them . . . And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
	Acts 2:40-41,47
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