Resurrection Power Now
Ephesians 1:18-23

“having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.
22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
	Ephesians 1:18-23

“the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe.”

“that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead.”


In Christ . . .

1. Hope abounds – 1:18

“having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you”

· Hope is a confident expectation that God will complete what He started in us.

“For I am confident of this very thing that He who began a good work in you will complete (perfect) it in the day of Jesus Christ.”
	Philippians 1:6

“You have to believe that God knows what He’s doing when He’s not doing what you want Him to do.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead.  Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He had promised.”
	Roman 4:18-21

“He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever He promises.”

· Hope holds on to truth.

“Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”
	Psalm 42:11

· Hope keeps us grounded when the ground is shaking beneath us.

“Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before us. This hope is a strong and trustworthy (sure, steadfast, firm) anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God's inner sanctuary where Jesus has already gone in there for us”
	Hebrews 6:18-20

1. We are God’s riches – 1:18

“what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,” 

“To create the heavens and the earth cost God nothing. But to save us cost him his very life.”
	Leslie Newbigin

1. God’s power is implanted within us – 1:19-20

“and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,”

Creation may bring life out of nothing . . . but resurrection brings life back from the dead.

“working” can be translated “energy or strength put forth”

 “For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God.  For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the power of God in you.”
2 Corinthians 13:4

“that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection.”
	Philippians 3:10

Resurrection power . . .

· Frees us from our sin and makes us new.

 “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins.”  Mark 2:10

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”  
1 Corinthians 1:18

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes . . .”  
Romans 1:16

· Overcomes our present desire to sin.

“O wretched man that I am!  Who will deliver me from this body of death?  I thank God – through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  
Romans 7:24-25 

· Lifts us up when we are down.

“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in your weakness.’  Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  
2 Corinthians 12:9

“At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me . . . But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached fully through me . . .”  
2 Timothy 4:17

· Replaces unbiblical thoughts with biblical truth.

“For God has not given the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love and of sound mind.” 
2 Timothy 1:7

· Is the catalyst for believing that nothing is impossible with God.

“And Moses said to all the people, ‘Do not be afraid.  Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today . . . The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”  
Exodus 14:13-14

· Guards our hearts and minds from discontent.

“For I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content . . . I can do all things though Christ who strengthens me.
	Philippians 4:11, 13
· Carries us safely home.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  1 Peter 1:5

1. All power exists and His power is displayed through the church – 1:21-23

“far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”

“I am increasingly convinced that the ultimate trouble with those of us who spend so much of our Christian lives in the shallows and miseries of doubt and uncertainty and hesitancy, is that they have never really laid hold of really knowing God’s power . . . Let us grasp the truth that there is no power that can withstand Him; there is no might or influence that can match Him, and there is no power that is greater than God’s power – the resurrection is the proof of that.”
	D. Martyn Loyd-Jones 

