Supplication, Affirmation, Obedience
Nehemiah 1:11 – 2:8

“Mary said to the angel.  ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’”
	Luke 1:34

“Nothing will be impossible with God.”
	Luke 1:37

The “how” is never a problem with God.

Before you encountered the problem God already had the solution.

"The Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world."
	Revelation 13:8

God as the Initiator of all things is also the Accomplisher of all things.

“I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in Him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”
	John 15:5

“Now I was cupbearer to the king.”
	Nehemiah 1:11

“Cupbearers office was highly esteemed among the Persian people . . . was a man of recognized dignity in court circles, entirely trustworthy . . . kings confident and next to in rank to princes.”
	Herodotus

God always places you in a specific place for a spiritual purpose.

“In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. Then I was very much afraid. 
	Nehemiah 2:1-2

If you’re not always praying – 
if you don't have a pattern of prayer . . .
then you can’t guarantee in a crisis that your first reaction is going to be one of prayer.

To live by faith is to trust God so 
deeply that you base your entire life on it.

“I said to the king, ‘Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire”’?
	Nehemiah 2:3

 “Then the king said to me, ‘What are you requesting?’ So I prayed to the God of heaven.”
	Nehemiah 2:4

 “And I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it.’”
	Nehemiah 2:5

“And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), ‘How long will you be gone, and when will you return?’ So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time.”
	Nehemiah 2:6
	
Would your employer be sad or glad to see you go?

What kind of testimony do you have on your job?

Are you always whining and complaining?

Do you mope around all day just waiting for quitting time?

Are you honoring the Lord by the way you do your job?

“So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time.”
	Nehemiah 2:6

Dependence on God doesn’t eliminate planning 
any more than it eliminates hard work.  
You pray and you plan.

“And I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.’ 
Nehemiah 2:7-8a

And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.”
	Nehemiah 2:8b

“The king’s heart is like channels of water in the Lord.”
	Proverbs 21:1a

“Like irrigation canals carrying water, so is the heart of the king in Jehovah’s hand.  He causes it to bend and incline in whatever direction He pleases.”

“for the good hand of my God was upon me.”
	Nehemiah 2:8
What limits, restricts, restrains, confines, or hold back our faith?

1. Unbelief

“Lord I believe – help my unbelief.” 
	Mark 9:24

2. Self-Sufficiency

“Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
John 15:5

3. Doubt 

“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.” 
James 1:6

4. Fear

“Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
Mark 4:40

5. Trusting In Only What Your Can See

“We walk by faith not by sight.” 
2 Corinthians 5:7

6. Inaction

“Faith apart from works is dead.” 
James 2:26

“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.” 
1 John 5:4

