Answering Enemies and Rebuilding Gates
Nehemiah 2:19 – 3:2

What have we learned so far:

1. God has the right to interrupt and disrupt your present plans with His greater plan.

Jesus doesn’t exist for our agendas – 
we exist for His mission.

God’s disruptions demand our obedience.

God will often reset priorities and rearrange schedules 
for your good and His glory.

2. All of the Christian life is a shared experience.

3. Godly decisions on your part will be the catalyst for ungodly actions on the part of others.

“But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.”
	Nehemiah 2:10

“But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, ‘What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?’”
Nehemiah 2:19

“Then I replied to them, ‘The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.’”
	Nehemiah 2:20

Dwelling on the greatness of God 
diminishes the mental influence of your adversaries.

If you listen and dwell on what the enemy says you will soon forget what God has said.

“And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.”
	1 Samuel 30:6


Concerning opposition . . .

· Opposition is going to come into our lives because we bear the name of Jesus.

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”
John 15:19-20

· You can be confident in God without being defensive.

· Opposition is always ongoing.

· Without opposition you will not grow.

“Count it all joy my brother, when you meet trails of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
James 1:2 

· Without opposition you will not be able to help others.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”
2 Corinthians 1:3, 4

“Peter, Satan demanded to have you, that he may sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
	Luke 22:31

If God loves me, why am I facing opposition?

“What shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will more he not also with him graciously give us all thing?  Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies?  Who is to condemn?  Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than that was raised – who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? . . . No we are more than conquerors through him who loved us . . .  (Nothing) will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
	Romans 8:31-35, 37, 39 

Where does rebuilding need to take place in your life?
“Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Tower of Hananel.”
	Nehemiah 3:1

“a royal priesthood.”
	1 Peter 2:9



