Purpose – Not Perfection
The Proverbs 31 Woman

The concern and context of Proverbs 31 . . .

1. It is not meant to beat you down with guilt but to build you up in grace.

2. Motherhood and womanhood are often denigrated and disparaged in our culture.

3. It was written by a man – but it is the wisdom of a woman.

“The sayings of King Lemuel—an inspired utterance his mother taught him.
Listen, my son! Listen, son of my womb!
    Listen, my son, the answer to my prayers!”
	Proverbs 31:1-2

4. It is a call to purpose not perfection.

5. Why is there not a Proverbs 32 for men?

“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her . . .” 
	Ephesians 5:25

How many of us husbands have measured up to that standard?


A Proverbs 31 woman . . .

1. Recognizes her greatest pursuit is to walk in awe of God.

“Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
    but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.”
	Proverbs 31:30

“The world may measure a woman’s worth by outward charm and beauty, but those who are wise look beyond the surface.

Worldly women often have physical beauty while lacking character. Mere outward beauty does not last in spite of make-up, exercise, and surgery. 

A marriage based merely upon outward beauty will fail because the body wilts over time like cut flowers. But the godly woman’s inner beauty grows over time. She is adorned by her good works and wise character. 

A godly man finds his greatest delight in such beauty. When you choose a God-fearing or a God obeying woman, you will choose someone whose beauty from the inside radiates to the outside. You will also find her to be more beautiful as she ages compared to a woman who is vain and self-focused.
	Jim Newheiser in Opening Up Proverbs

Connect with the One who holds your day before you start your day!

Commit to obedience to the One whom you will ultimately be accountable to.

His voice should be the loudest voice you listen to.

2. Is not idle or inactive but deliberate and disciplined.

“She seeks wool and flax,
    and works with willing hands.
 She is like the ships of the merchant;
    she brings her food from afar.
She rises while it is yet night
    and provides food for her household
    and portions for her maidens.”
	Proverbs 31:13-15

Let what you do (your why) be rooted not in selfishness but in selfless Christ like service.

Let the ordinary become worthwhile as you do it with a willing heart.

Trade mindless habits for meaningful ones.

Biblical diligence . . .
is never about doing it all.
is about doing the right things 
well even when no one is clapping.
is about showing up for the God-given assignments 
that are yours and yours alone.
is not about superpowers but holy persistence.
is lining up your priorities with 
God’s purpose for your life.

3. Allows the Spirit to guard her words and soften her tongue.



“She opens her mouth with wisdom,
    and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”
	Proverbs 31:26

Kindness on the tongue . . .
Words full of grace.
Gentleness instead of irritation.
Understanding instead of judgement.

Use words that heal instead of causing hurt.

Be quick to say you are sorry.

4. Sees her home as a sacred calling.

“She looks well to the ways of her household
    and does not eat the bread of idleness.
 Her children rise up and call her blessed;
    her husband also, and he praises her.”
Proverbs 31:27-28

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your home should be a haven (a place of retreat) for your husband, and your children.

Your home should be a place of hospitality.

5. Stewards all of her life with purpose.
 
“She considers a field and buys it;
    with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.
She dresses herself with strength
    and makes her arms strong.
She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.
    Her lamp does not go out at night.
She puts her hands to the distaff,
    and her hands hold the spindle.
She opens her hand to the poor . . .
She makes linen garments and sells them;
    she delivers sashes to the merchant.”
Proverbs 31:16-20, 24

Be excellent in every season of life.

6. Lives with a sense of quiet confidence.

“She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.”
Proverbs 31:25 

7. Lives for the praise of heaven.



