“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all.

 5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 

6 God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.

7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 

8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.

11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.

12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 

14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. 

15 If the foot says, ‘I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,’ that does not make it any less a part of the body. 

16 And if the ear says, ‘I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,’ would that make it any less a part of the body? 

17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything?

18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. 

19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part! 

20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 

21 The eye can never say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you.’ The head can’t say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you.’

22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most necessary. 

23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen, 

24 while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity. 

25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other. 

26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad.

27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.”
	1 Corinthians 12:4-27


Concerning the body of Christ – the church:

1. The church is God’s church, not ours. 

· Everyone in the church is empowered by the same Spirit (vv. 6, 11). 

· We were all baptized into God’s body through the Spirit (v. 13). 

· God arranges all of us in the body as He chooses (v. 18). 

2. Every member matters. 

· The body is made up of many members, but all of the members form one body (vv. 12-13). 

· No person is insignificant in God’s eyes.
 
· Every church member has something to contribute and should be doing so.

3. We must be comfortable with diversity. 

· If everyone were an ear, there would be no body (vv. 17-19). 

· We need ears, eyes, noses, and arms to be a body. 

4. Every member has a role in the body. 

· He/she may be an “eye,” or she may be an “ear” – but each one has a purpose. 

· Not only must we assume that each member has a purpose, but we must also help these members find their place in the body.

5. We learn to serve within the body. 

· We have different gifts, but the same God grants these gifts (v. 4-11). 

6. We really are family. 

· Just like family – all of us hurt when one of us hurts; all rejoice when one rejoices (vv. 25-26). 


“Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Tower of Hananel.”
	Nehemiah 3:1 

Spiritual leaders are servant leaders.

Leadership is taking the initiative for the benefit of others.

You lead but your motivation is to serve.

“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him.”
	John 13:3-5

“When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.”
	John 13:12-15

The Sheep Gate . . .

· At the northern most tip of the city – which was also the highest point in Jerusalem.

· The sacrifices were brought into the city through this gate.

· This gate is a symbol of the cross.

· There is no rebuilding in your life unless you come to the cross.

· There is no restoration in your life unless you deal with sin issues and recognize that you need a Savior.

· There is no renewal in your life unless you come through that first gate – the gate of sacrifice where you can be cleansed by the blood of Jesus.

· It was repaired differently than all the other gates.

“they consecrated it and set its doors.”

“consecrate” means “set something aside for a unique task.”

· When the Sheep Gate was consecrated – the whole wall was clean and holy.

· Once you are cleansed – you are entirely cleansed – not just partly.

“set its doors, its bolts, and bars.”

The door to salvation is ever open to any sinner!

“And next to them”
“Next to him”
“After them”
“After him”

None of us were meant to live to ourselves.

We need each one another.

Disunity is one of the most effective tools of Satan and discouragement in the church today.

This is the church – everybody next to somebody doing something important with the goal of advancing the kingdom.

Within the church 
unity is essential but individuality is valued.



Within the body of Christ – 
we don’t all have the same role, 
but we all have some role.

In the church 
we must work towards building a culture where not only does everyone count, 
but everyone also contributes.

What one body part does or does not do affects all the other body parts.
When we refuse to serve others, 
we end up robbing others.

“And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not stoop to serve their Lord.”
	Nehemiah 3:5

Is there something that needs to be done –
 respond to the need.

If you serve only according to your passion and not according to need, 
you’re only serving yourself.

You serve because it is part of your spiritual DNA.

If you are a believer, you are wired to serve.

Final points to ponder

1. I am presently consistently serving in the area of ___________________________.

2. The greatest need of our church, at the present time, is _____________________.

3. I will seek to serve in the following place _________________________________.



