Vent in Prayer and Then Persevere
Nehemiah 4

“A great door of ministry has been opened to me . . . AND THERE ARE MANY ADVERSARIES.” 
	1 Corinthians 16:9

“You’re looking at a man who spent 2 years trying to learn to wiggle his big toe. If there’s one thing I’ve learned how to do, it’s not give up.” 
	Franklin Roosevelt 

“My genius lies solely in my tenacity.”
	Louis Pasteur 

Emmitt Smith got knocked down on average every 4.2 yards of those 10 miles.

YAC

Yards After Contact

What do you after you have been hit and hit hard in your pursuit of following Jesus?


3 ways we get knocked down:

1. There will be an attack on your ability to do what God has called you to do – 4:1-3

2. There will be an attack on your character - 4:7-8, 6:6

“fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it.”

“It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also says it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And according to these reports you wish to become their king.”
	Nehemiah 6:6 

3. You will be tempted to doubt yourself – 4:10-11


3 ways to persevere in the midst of discouragement:

1. Vent in prayer – 4:4-5

Common responses to opposition:

· Quit and give up. 

· Start complaining and blaming everything and everyone else for why you’re not succeeding.

· Take failure in stride and assume that if you just work harder, you will prevail.

Is prayer your first instinct or your last resort?

 “Break the teeth in their mouths, O God; tear out, O Lord, the fangs of the lions! Let them vanish like water that flows away; when they draw the bow, let their arrows be blunted. Like a slug melting away as it moves along, like a stillborn child, may they not see the sun. The righteous will be glad when they bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.” 
Psalm 58:6-10

“Pour out your wrath on them; let your fierce anger overtake them. May their place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in their tents. For they persecute those you wound and talk about the pain of those you hurt. Charge them with crime upon crime; do not let them share in your salvation. May they be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous.” 
Psalm 69:24-28

“O that You would slay the wicked, O God; Depart from me, therefore, men of bloodshed. For they speak against You wickedly, And Your enemies take Your name in vain. Do I not hate those who hate You, O LORD? And do I not loathe those who rise up against You?  I hate them with the utmost hatred; They have become my enemies.” 
Psalm 139:19-22

This is a pre-Jesus prayer.

The first prayer that we pray for our spiritual enemies is that they will get saved and see the glory and holiness and goodness of God.

The second prayer that we pray is for contentment and spirit led control in the midst of opposition asking God to help us trust Him, His timing, and His ultimate judgement.

“Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say,
‘I will take revenge;
    I will pay them back,’ 
    says the Lord.”
	Romans 12:19
When we are opposed – we need to let God handle it.

“For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps.
He never sinned,
    nor ever deceived anyone. 
He did not retaliate when he was insulted,
    nor threaten revenge when he suffered.
He left his case in the hands of God,
    who always judges fairly.”
1 Peter 2:21-23

He was opposed from the beginning of His ministry.
He was kicked out of His hometown.
He was interrogated by religious people.
He was stalked by His enemies.
Attempts were made to entrap Him.
He had a mole in His inner circle.
He was abandoned by those closest to Him.
He was framed for a crime He didn’t commit.


“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
	Luke 23:34

2. Keep doing what you are presently doing – 4:6

Whatever the last thing that God 
revealed for you to do - do it!

3. Remember the nature and character of God – 4:14

When we remember what God did in the past 
it will raise our expectations for what He’ll do in the future.



