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Wednesday Advent Series - Pause, Prepare, Ponder

This Advent, we're invited to take a sacred pause — to step away
from the rush and noise of daily life and enter a space of quiet
reflection and prayerful waiting. We pause to listen for God'’s voice
breaking into our ordinary moments. We also prepare — not just our
homes and calendars, but our hearts — to welcome Christ anew.
Advent calls us to wake up, to rise in faith and action, to join in God's
work of reconciliation, justice, and peace in our world. And we
ponder — the great mystery of God made flesh, the fragile hope of a
child born for us, and the promise of Christ's coming again to make
all things new. Come be renewed in spirit and grounded in grace as
we pause, prepare, and ponder together.

Wednesdays in Advent | 5pm Soup Supper in the Trinity Room
6pm Service in the Worship Center

Drive with Care: Little Ones at Play and Learning

As our preschool and weekday programs are in full swing, we want
to remind everyone to drive slowly and attentively when entering or
exiting the church parking lot and parking along the street. Many of
our youngest members are being dropped off and picked up
throughout the day, and safety is our top priority. Please stay alert
and watch carefully for children and families walking to and from
their vehicles.

Thank you for helping us keep our church grounds a safe and
welcoming place for all!



MEMORIALS & GIFTS

Children’s Bibles

e In memory of Tom Burrows: Erik Dovre

¢ In memory of Tom Burrows: Bob & Mary Schoenknecht
Food Pantry

e In memory of Nancy Winter: Bob & Mary Schoenknecht

e In memory of Donna Boos: Steve & Sue Marczinke
Trinity Quilters

¢ In memory of Nancy Winter: Glen & Beverly Tamke

In Loving Memory
We remember and pray for:
» The family of Nancy Winter upon her passing.
e The family of Tom Burrows upon his passing.
e The family of Norma Christopher upon her passing.
e Becky Krumrie and her family upon the passing of her mother, Joyce
Olson.
* Karla Halloin and her family upon the passing of her uncle Reverend
William Yueill.

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK:
Waiting with Hopeful Expectation

Advent is one of our favorite seasons of the church year—not because it
is busy or glittering or full of anticipation for the holiday ahead, but
because Advent invites us to slow down and remember who we are and
whose we are. In the rhythm of the liturgical year, Advent is a holy
pause. It is the space between promise and fulfillment, between the
world as it is and the world as God intends it to be.

In ELCA theology, we understand that God is continually breaking into
our world with grace, mercy, and newness. Advent sharpens our
awareness of that truth. We wait—but not passively. Our waiting is
active, hopeful, and deeply rooted in God's faithfulness. We wait with
the knowledge that Christ has come, Christ comes to us now, and Christ
will come again in fullness.

This season reminds us that God's promises are trustworthy even when
life feels unfinished or uncertain. Hope in Advent isn't a vague
optimism; it's the confident expectation that God is already at work—
often quietly, often in hidden ways—bringing about healing, justice, and
peace.

So as we light candles, sing familiar hymns, and whisper ancient
prayers, may we lean into this holy waiting. May we open our hearts to
the small signs of God'’s presence around us. And may this season shape
us into people who carry Christ's light into a world longing for hope.

Blessed Advent to you all. May your waiting be filled with expectation,
peace, and the deep assurance that God is near.

Pastor Patrick and Pastor Tom
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LIBRARY TIDINGS ﬁ

New Books: ?f%?’é%?p?

The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich: Based on the extraordinary
life of Louise Erdrich's grandfather Patrick Gourneau, who carried the
fight against Native dispossession from rural North Dakota to
Washington, D.C., The Night Watchman is a majestic work of fiction
from one of the most acclaimed writers of our time. (FIC ERD)

Endling by Maria Reva: The setting for this novel is Ukraine, 2022 and
tells the story of three Ukrainian women who work as “brides” for a
bridal agency in Ukraine that arranges meeting with paying bachelors
from overseas who hope to select a wife. The women plan to kidnap a
group of these bachelors and hold them for ransom, but their plan is
shattered when Russia launches its invasion. (FIC REV)

The Black Wolf by Louise Penny. The Black Wolf follows on from The
Gray Wolf and is the 20th novel of the author’'s hugely popular Three
Pines Series. (FIC PEN)

The White Octopus by Alexandra Bell. In this melancholy story about
grief, love, hope, and healing, the reader is taken on a journey to a
magical hotel in the Swiss Alps, where two lost souls living in different
centuries meet and discover a second chance awaits them if they wish
to take it. (FIC BEL)

Gone Before Goodbye by Reese Witherspoon and Harlan Coben This
unforgettable suspense novel is the story of a woman trapped in a
deadly conspiracy where uncovering the truth would cost her
everything. (FIC WIT)

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

The Northwomen by Heather Pringle (948.1 PRI))

A common assumption is that marauding Vikings were all men. However,
Heather Pringle, a science writer who loves archeology and researches the
distant past, reveals in her book, The Northwomen, that women were
formidable Viking figures who served their communities at home and
abroad.

Sorceresses; Warriors and protectors; Traders; Artisans; Explorers; Settlers;
Landowners; Power brokers. In addition to these services listed, with many
of the men gone “a-viking,” the women also ran the farms and organized
family life.

Pringle writes that a history that is masculinized has little true value.
Instead of illuminating the past limiting the Vikings to men only obscures
much of what life was like. We need histories of the Northmen AND the
Northwomen to comprehend who and what the Vikings were. Pringle’s
book is a beginning

Mary Elworthy
Trinity Library Committee Member




CARE & CONCERN @ 5

TIPS FOR STAYING HEALTHY THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS

*Stay hydrated. Drink plenty of water to help your body function at
its best.

«Get vaccinated. Flu, COVID, pneumonia, and RSV vaccines help
prevent illness and reduce severe symptoms.

-Practice good personal hygiene. Wash hands often, sneeze into
your elbow, wear a mask if you're sick, and wipe down cart handles.

-Prevent foodborne illness. Avoid cross-contamination, cook foods to
safe temperatures, and store perishables properly.

-Make time for movement. Add simple activity to your day—park
farther away, walk the mall, or take a snowy stroll.

«Make mindful food choices. Enjoy seasonal favorites, but balance
them with healthier options. Eat a small snack before parties.

«Stay safe. Be careful with ladders and decorations, and watch for icy
sidewalks and parking lots. Wear appropriate footwear.

-Manage stress. Prioritize what matters, say “no” when needed, stay
active, practice relaxation, and get enough sleep.

HOW TO SUPPORT CAREGIVERS
DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON

-Acknowledge that this holiday may feel different. Life has changed,
and the holidays may change too. Encourage them to release the
pressure of “how it used to be.”

-Let them choose who they spend time with. Ask what feels best for
them and support their decisions.

«Give space when needed. Everyone copes differently. Ask what kind
of support they prefer and respect their boundaries while reminding
them they're not alone.

-Help with holiday planning. Offer to share or take on tasks so the day
feels lighter and more enjoyable.

-Talk about traditions. Some traditions comfort; others can be painful.
Ask what feels right—keep old traditions, adapt them, or start new
ones.

-Remind them it’s okay to take breaks. Crying, resting, or changing
plans is normal. Help create quiet moments if they need them.

«Encourage self-compassion. Remind them not to feel guilty for
mistakes—everyone is human, especially in hard seasons.

-Be there beyond the holidays. Reach out on ordinary days,
remember special dates, and check in regularly.




BLUE CHRISTMAS:
SUPPORTING A LOVED ONE WHO IS GRIEVING

-Offer a safe space. Grief looks different for everyone. Make room for
whatever emotions show up—joy, sadness, or anything in between.

-Say their loved one’s name. It may feel uncomfortable, but it shows
you remember and honor their loss. Avoiding the name can feel like a
second loss.

-Be specific and consistent. Grieving people have limited energy. If
they decline an invitation, reassure them you'll reach out again—and
follow through. When you invite them, be clear about what you're
offering, when, and for how long.

-Keep the focus on them. Avoid comparing grief or saying you know
how they feel. Let them guide the conversation. Offer gentle
suggestions, not directions, and trust their unique timeline.

Embrace silence. Sitting quietly with someone can be deeply
comforting. Sometimes presence speaks louder than words.

ADVENT FUN FEST

We are bringing back the old Advent Workshop event from 6 years
ago. Some of you may remember participating in this event of crafts,
decorating cookies, and enjoying treats. This year Advent Fun Fest will
be on Sunday, December 7th from 2-5pm in the Trinity Room. Follow
the aroma of Bob Schoenknecht's gingerbread cookies baking. This is
for children from age 2 and older and adults. There will be numerous
craft projects, cookie decorating (and eating), and free creativity tables.
There is no cost for supplies, as we received a grant from the Women'’s
Giving Circle.

We do need volunteers to oversee the craft projects. We have craft
ideas and supplies if you don't have an idea. Or you can provide your
own craft idea for a table. Sign up will be Sunday November 16, 23, and
26 in the lobby or sign-up at clipboard central.

ADVENT REFLECTIONS

TLC will again offer “Advent Reflections” on Saturdays, December 6, 13,
and 20 in the Fireside Room from 9:30am to 11:00am. This year’s Advent
study is from Augsburg Press titled “I Wonder as | Wander.” Booklets
are ordered. We will follow the same format of a topic.

For each session along with prayer and activity, we could have song if

anyone is musical. There is a sign-up sheet at clipboard central, or you
can just show up. Bring a friend with you.




CHILDREN, YOUTH, &
FAMILY

FIRST SUNDAYS

The next First Sunday class will be held on December 7 from 8:50-9:35
a.m. All families are invited! On the first Sunday of each month, regular
Sunday School classes will NOT be held. Instead, parents should come
with their children to the Trinity Room for faith formation for the whole
family. The First Sunday theme for December is “Who is Jesus?”

ANGEL BREAKFAST

Preschool (must be 3 by 9/1/2025) and Kindergarten age children and
one adult guest per child are invited to the Angel Breakfast on Saturday,
December 6, from 8:30-10 a.m. Children and adults will participate in
activities, enjoy a fancy breakfast together, and hear the Christmas Story
told by a REAL ANGEL! Join us for this special morning. Registration is
required and available at trinity-ec.org/register.

NO CLASS

There will be no faith formation classes (Sunday School, Connections, or
Confirmation) December 24-January 4. Have a wonderful Christmas
Break!

LOOKING AHEAD: Christmas Tree Disposal Fundraiser

To raise funds to attend the Estes Park, CO Adventure Trip in July 2026,
Trinity youth will pick up your Christmas tree from your curb and deliver
it to the city’s brush site. Simply sign up online or at Clipboard Central,
pull your Christmas tree to the curb by 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 4,
and a group of young Lutherans will dispose of your tree for you! This
service is available to Trinity members and the community, so tell your
friends and neighbors to sign up by January 1!

Date: January 4 after 11 a.m.

Cost: $20 per tree, payable at time of pickup — simply leave an envelope
with money taped to your front door. We accept cash or checks payable
to Trinity Lutheran Church.

Locations: Any address in Eau Claire, Altoona, and immediately
’3\\ surrounding areas only

" Questions: Contact Katie Conner at katie@trinity-ec.org




NOAK'S ARK PRESCHOOL
AND ECE CLASSES

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:14

Greetings from Noah's Ark Preschool,

The teachers and | are amazed at how quickly these fall months have
flown by! The beautiful, warm, and sunny days have made it feel as
though the school year has just begun. Yet, the calendar, and the
wonderful growth we see in the children, tell us otherwise. The children
have enjoyed spending time outdoors on our playground, enjoying
these special autumn days.

This month, our preschool classes have been giving thanks to God for
our many blessings. We are celebrating with a Thanksgiving pizza feast!
Each child will bring an ingredient, something simple on its own, but
when combined with everyone's contributions, it becomes a delicious
meal we can enjoy together. It's a wonderful reminder that when we
share what we have, we create something wonderful. This feast is a
celebration of peacemakers as we come together around our table in
gratitude and love.

Following our Thanksgiving celebrations, we will begin our Advent
preparations and the retelling of the story of Jesus’ birth. The Noah's Ark
children will experience this story through books, songs, dramatic play,
creative art, and playtime with our many Nativity sets. Our hope is that
they will come to know the story, feel the love that comes from Jesus,
and share that love and story with those around them.

We invite all families to join us in the Trinity Room as we share the
Christmas story through song at our annual Christmas Party/Programs:

- T/Th A.M. and M-Th P.M. class programs: Tuesday, December 16 at
10:00 a.m. and 1:45 p.m.

- MWF A.M. class program: Tuesday, December 17 at 10:00 a.m.

These party/programs are truly the highlight of the Christmas season for
us! We will close out the month of December with a special Birthday
Party for Jesus, a joyful celebration of the greatest gift of all.

In peace and gratitude,
Kim Dewey




BISHOP HALOM'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:
WHEN GOD SHOWS UP

As we approach the season of Christmas that so many of us adore, I'd like to address a few churchy
words that theologians like to use and sound impressive when using them. The first word is
incarnation and the second is Emmanuel.

If your church uses the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), you will again hear the passage from the
first chapter of John on Christmas Day. The passage famously concludes in verse 14 with the words,
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us..” This verse speaks directly to the concept of
incarnation. In other words, it speaks to a God who literally takes on human flesh and enters this world
in the form of baby Jesus. It's in stark contrast to what some believe and experience - a God who exists
far away, only to look down on us from God'’s heavenly throne. Instead, the incarnate God speaks to a
God who is willing to take on the human experience with all the joys and sorrows that come with it.
One can readily see that Jesus did indeed make his way through the human experience. He felt joy. He
felt pain. His eyes teared up. And even if | can't recall a story when he laughed, | gotta believe that he
really did!

Another passage found in the Christmas season comes from the gospel of Matthew, which references
Isaiah 7:14: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which
means, ‘God is with us.” One of the most important lessons | ever learned in seminary was in a pastoral
care class. | had hoped to learn what to say, especially to someone hurting or grieving. What | learned
was much more important. Instead of learning what to say, | was taught to show up - to be present. As
time passes, few will remember what | say, but will remember that | was there. That's precisely why the
name Emmanuel means so much to me. It's a constant reminder that God is always with us. Consider
the final words in the gospel of Matthew: “And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20b) Presence matters because God embodies it and teaches it.

Christmas is known for its gift giving nature. We share gifts with one another to reveal our love for
them. This year, | hope that regardless of the quantity or quality of the wrapped presents that lay under
the tree, you will recognize the gift of presence. Not only the presence of your loved ones, but
particularly the presence of God. So many of you will grieve as you experience the lack of presence
from a loved one due to death or distance. My heart grieves with you. My hope lies in a God who
provides and will gift you all with someone who will be present with you in some way at some time. If
nothing else, remember God's presence as you receive the body and blood of Christ in the worship
services that you attend, for that's yet another way in which God shows up.

Fellow disciples, Merry Christmas to you all and may the presence of God incarnate, Emmanuel,
embrace you in such a way that brings warmth to your heart!

Bishop Martin
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“SERVING IN CHRIST'S LOVE AND SHARING THE GOOD NEWS.”

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1314 E Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire, WI 54701
Phone: (715) 832.6601 - Fax: (715) 832.6700 - Website: trinity-ec.org

Join us on our Facebook pages for up-to-date information and inspiration for your faith
development.
There is a general Trinity Lutheran Church page, plus pages for Children, Youth, and Family
Ministries and Noah's Ark Preschool.

Pastors
Patrick Patterson
patrick@trinity-ec.org / 507.779.4991
Tom Westcott
tomw@trinity-ec.org / 612.481.0810

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
Katie Conner - Ext. 218
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Director
katie@trinity-ec.org
Emily Kreiner - Ext. 207
CYF Ministry Assistant / emily@trinity-ec.org
Kim Dewey
Noah's Ark Director; ECE Coordinator
kim@trinity-ec.org
Gina Toutant
Noah's Ark Teacher
ginat@trinity-ec.org
Nicole Kaeding
Noah's Ark Teacher
nicolek@trinity-ec.org
Katie Pribnow
Noah's Ark Teacher
katiep@trinity-ec.org
Marlee Knickerbocker
Early Childhood Enrichment Teacher
Kelly Bruxvoort
Early Childhood Enrichment Teacher

Care & Concern Ministries
Vicki Dueringer - Ext. 209
Parish Nurse / vickid@trinity-ec.org
Pat Garber

Visitation Ministry Director / garberpa@uwec.edu

Sue Marczinke - Ext. 211
Food Pantry Coordinator / sue@trinity-ec.org

Worship & Music Ministry
Brian Pressler
Organist / brian@trinity-ec.org
Tatyana Roberts
Adult Choir Accompanist
Sue Jensen
Worship and Music Coordinator / suej@trinity-ec.org
Gary Rambo
Trinity Choir Director / gjrambo@att.net
Heidi Wildes
Trinity Tollers Director / heidi@trinity-ec.org
Andy Hofer
CrossWord Director / andyhoferi3@gmail.com
Corinne Gransee Paral
TJC Director / corinne@trinity-ec.org
Haley Corcoran
GLS Director / haley@trinity-ec.org

Buildings & Grounds Team
Don Peterson
Mike Hollars

Ministry Support
Dawn Paul - Ext. 214
Business Director / dawn@trinity-ec.org
Wendy Jaenke - Ext. 202
Front Office Assistant / wendy@trinity-ec.org
Kailyn Dewey
Digital Communications Lead / kailyn@trinity-ec.org

World Missions
Jabneh Christian Academy, Grange Hill, Jamaica
Blantyre Lutheran Parish, Malawi, Africa
Jacqueline & Patrick Bencke, Japan

¢ Please submit all articles for the Trinity Tidings electronically via this QR code or on the Trinity
website on the “Newsletters” page at the “Communications Request” button.

¢ All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted materials (code, images, or otherwise)
must include written permission from the original source.

« Deadline for the Newsletter is the 15" of each month.




