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Breast cancer awareness month focuses on education, early
detection through screenings like mammograms, and
support for patients and survivors. Key elements include
recognizing signs of breast cancer, understanding risk
factors, participating in screenings, and supporting
organizations that fund research and provide patient
resources. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

1314 E Lexington Blvd • Eau Claire, WI 54701

Offering Update as of August 31,
2025

Amount Budgeted to Date:
$210,566
Amount Received to date:
$141,710
Expenses to Date: $163,695
Deficit/Surplus: -$21,985

Trinity offers three giving options:
Use the QR Code, text “GIVE” to
715.468.6800, or click GIVE on
www.trinity-ec.org

WITH GRATITUDE

RENTAL HOUSE UPDATE
The loan was finalized with Nicolet
Bank and JDM Construction &
Remodeling LLC has been hired to
renovate Trinity’s rental property at
1402 E Lexington Blvd. The kitchen
cabinets have been ordered, walls
are being patched, some demolition
has started, and painting will take
place very soon!

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

Read more on page 5.

Trinity Food Pantry Hours: Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday, 1:30–3:00 p.m.

*NOTICE OF HOURS CHANGE*

2025 COUNCIL MEMBERS & OFFICERS:
Council Members:
Kevin Brown, Lynn Buske, Henry Butler, Eric
Dovre, Natalie Hanson, Greg Helgeson, Dawn
Marcott, Mary Schoenknecht, John Schroedl,
Denyse Schroeder, Gail Schulner, Michelle
Zumwalt

Officers:
Karla Halloin — President
Jacqueline Strayer — Vice President
Robin Drout — Secretary
Craig Olsen — Treasurer (Appointed)

Trinity Food Pantry has adjusted hours to
more efficiently serve our guests during
daylight hours. The Tuesday evening
pantry was discontinued as of October
1st. All day pantries will continue,
providing a safe and efficient
environment for our guests, volunteers,
and our church.



As we prepare to celebrate Reformation Sunday, we are reminded of
one of Martin Luther’s most enduring insights: we are at the same time
both saint and sinner (simul iustus et peccator). This truth is not simply
a piece of church history; it continues to shape how we understand
ourselves and God’s grace today.

Luther taught that, because of Christ, we are fully forgiven and made
righteous before God. That is the “saint” part. At the same time, we
remain human, broken, flawed, and caught up in the selfishness and
sin of this world. That is the “sinner” part. We carry both realities at
once.

This may sound like a contradiction, but Luther saw it as a deep
comfort. If we were only sinners, we would have no hope. If we
imagined ourselves only saints, we would deceive ourselves. But in
Christ, both are true: we are loved and claimed by God even while
imperfect. Grace is not a reward for the righteous, but a gift to sinners
who are made righteous in Christ.

This is why Reformation matters today. It is not only about
remembering Luther’s hammer and the Wittenberg door, it is about
celebrating the ongoing good news that we are freed by God’s grace to
live boldly in faith. We don’t have to pretend we have it all together, and
we don’t have to despair when we fall short. Instead, we live in the
tension of being saint and sinner, confident that God’s mercy holds us
in both.

As we celebrate this Reformation, may we remember: God’s church is
always being renewed, and God’s people are always being re-formed by
grace.

MEMORIALS & GIFTS
Food Pantry

In memory of Sam Yanakopulos: Sharon DeRusha
In memory of Tom Burrows: Loreen Juneau

Memorial Fund
In memory of Sam Yanakopulos: Pierrette Yanakopulos

Decorating Committee
In memory of Sam Yanakopulos: John & Nancy Burbank

Missions Fund
In memory of Tom Burrows: Carla & Gilbert Brandup

Children’s Bibles
In memory of Tom Burrows: Dean & Debbie Brovick

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK- SAINT AND SINNER

WOMEN’S GIVING CIRCLE 
The Women’s Giving Circle (WGC)
will be holding their annual meeting
after the second service on October
12, 2025. We will be presenting our
2024/2025 grant recipients for a vote.
Come and enjoy a cup of coffee and
a light breakfast!

The WGC is a group of women who
have established a donor-advised
fund within the Trinity Lutheran
Church Endowment Trust. It is a
unique opportunity to positively
impact people’s lives through
collective philanthropy.

You are invited to join! Membership
is renewable on an annual basis and
is open to anyone who wishes to
further the mission of the WGC and
who makes an annual contribution
of at least $250 by June 30, 2026. You
can join that morning, online at any
time, or drop off a check at the
church office.

All women are welcome to come to
the meeting and learn more! More
information on the WGC is available
on the Trinity Lutheran Church
website.

THANK YOU
Trinity recently received this note of
thanks after our congregation made a
gift to support the ministry of Luther
Park:

To the people of Trinity Lutheran
Church,

Thank you for your generous gift of
$508.33 to Luther Park, received on
9/16/25! Your support helps us continue
providing meaningful camp
experiences that nurture faith,
friendships, and growth for all who
attend.

We deeply appreciate your partnership in
our mission.
God’s Love Endures!
Eric Klein
Executive Director



LIBRARY TIDINGS

Rowley Jefferson’s Awesome Friendly Spooky Stories by Jeff Kinney:.
Readers grab a flashlight, crawl under the covers, and dive into the
twisted, unexpectedly hilarious world of Rowley Jefferson’s imagination.
You will meet zombies, vampires, ghosts, and much more in these
comically terrifying tales. (+ FIC KIN)

Paws: Priya Puts Herself First #3 by Nathan Fairbairn: The best dog
walkers in town are back in the third book of this heartwarming graphic
novel series. (+ FIC FAI)

Picture Books for Children:

Celebrate Fall by Mike Berenstain
(++ FIC BER)
You’re My Little Pumpkin Pie by
Nicola Edwards (++ FIC EDW)
Five Little Pumpkins by Lucy
Barnard (++ FIC BAR)
Spider-Man’s Spooky Halloween by
Steve Behling (++ FIC BEH)
I’ll Love You Till the Bats Say Boo by
Kathryn Cristaldi (++ FIC CRI)
Chicka Chicka Tricka Treat by Julien
Chung. On Halloween, letters climb a
creaky tree in disguise, but then they
are startled by a spooky surprise. (++
FIC CHU)

BOOK RECOMMENDATION
The Correspondent by Virginia Evans (FIC
EVA)

The lost art of letter writing informs the life,
losses, and loves of Sybil Van Antwerp, a 73-
year-old retired judicial chief clerk, who
believes correspondence “is her manner of
living.” Over the next 10 years, Sybil reveals
her life as a “strange balance of the
miraculous and the mundane” as she sits
down at half past ten at least three days a
week to write letters (or sometimes emails)
to family members, friends, famous
authors, a young boy struggling to grow
up, a help desk employee, the neighbor
gentleman just down the street, plus an
ongoing narrative that is never sent.

Through all of these letters, we learn about
Sybil’s adoption, loss of a child, divorce, and
her struggle to retain mailed letter to
someone special.
Remembering that words are immortal
and believing that “it takes patience to say
exactly what one means,” Sybil shares, “one
ought to be precise with communication.”
In our era of quick, often thoughtless, and
irresponsible communication methods, I
value this novel’s dedication to the written
word and recommend it to those who
remember writing personal letters and to
those who may consider writing their first
letter to someone special.

Amber Moltzau
Trinity Library Committee Member and
Avid Reader

Please join the Trinity Book Club on Monday, October 20 at 6:30 p.m. in
Room 208 to discuss Shelterwood by Lisa Wingate. This work of
historical fiction includes elements of mystery and features dual
timelines set in Southeastern Oklahoma and the displacement of
Choctaw children during the early 1900s.

The protagonist of the 1909 timeline is Olive Augusta Radley, an 11-year-
old girl who runs away from home to save herself and her adopted
sister Nessa from abuse and exploitation. Olive takes Nessa into the
Winding Stair Mountains, where Olive and her original family had lived.

The protagonist of the 1990 timeline is Valerie Boren Odell, a ranger at a
newly opened national park. As a park ranger, Valerie investigates
several events that appear unconnected at first but are part of the
same mystery, which includes Olive, now an elderly woman.

New Books:

Graphic Novels:

The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston:  For readers of
Remarkably Bright Creatures and A Man Called Ove, this is a warm,
life-affirming debut novel about a zany case of mistaken identity that
allows a lonely old man one last chance to be part of a family. (FIC JOH)

Apostle’s Cove by William Kent Krueger: This bestselling Cork
O’Connor Mystery series continues with Cork revisiting a case from his
past and confronting mysterious deaths in the present. (FIC KRU)

To The Moon and Back by Elaina Ramage: In this dazzlingly powerful
story of family, ambition and belonging, is one young woman’s
obsessive quest to become the first Cherokee astronaut irrevocably
alters the fates of the people she loves the most. (FIC RAM)

Buckeye by Patrick Ryan: “A small-town novel of epic proportions”
(Tom Perrotta), this captivating story weaves the intimate lives of two
midwestern families across generations, from World War II to the
twentieth century. (FIC RYA)

TRINITY BOOK CLUB



CARE & CONCERN
VACCINE UPDATE:
Covid-19 Vaccine

The CDC recommends a 2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine for most
adults ages 18 and older. Parents of children ages 6 months to 17
years should discuss the benefits of vaccination with their
healthcare provider.
The COVID-19 vaccine helps protect you from severe illness,
hospitalization, and death. You may still get COVID, but the illness
will be milder.
It is especially important to get your 2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine if
you are ages 65 and older, are immunocompromised, are at high risk
for severe COVID-19, or have never received a COVID-19 vaccine.
Vaccine protection decreases over time, so it is important to get your
2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine, which has been formulated to be most
effective for the current strains.

Remember: Getting a COVID-19 vaccine is a safer, more reliable way
to build protection than getting sick with COVID-19.

Measles Vaccine
As of September 9, 2025, there have been a total of 1,454 confirmed
measles cases reported in the United States, in 42 states, including
Wisconsin.
Measles is very contagious and can be serious. Serious
complications, especially in children 5 and under, include ear
infections, diarrhea, pneumonia, and encephalitis.
Anyone who is not protected against measles is at risk. If one person
has it, up to 9 out of 10 people nearby will become infected if they
are not protected.
Two doses of MMR vaccine provide the best protection against
measles, with 97% effectiveness.
Check with your healthcare professional if you are not sure of your
immunity

Influenza Vaccine
Flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses
that infect the nose, throat, and sometimes the lungs. It can cause
mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death. The best way to
prevent flu is by getting a flu vaccine each year.
Anyone can get the flu and experience serious problems related to
the flu at any age. Those at a higher risk of developing serious flu-
related complications include people 65 years and older, people with
chronic medical conditions such as asthma and diabetes, and
children younger than five years.
The most important step in preventing flu is to get a flu vaccine each
year. Flu vaccine has been shown to reduce flu-related illnesses and
the risk of serious flu complications that can result in hospitalization
or even death. Approximately 28,000 people died from influenza in
the 2023–2024 flu season.
Help reduce the spread by staying away from people who are sick,
covering coughs and sneezes, masking, and frequent handwashing.

OCTOBER FOOD PANTRY
CORNER CUPBOARD

Friend Fest 2025: 
Thank you × 1310!!! To all those who
participated in the first dessert auction
during Fun Fest—thank you for the fun
and for purchasing the very clever and
yummy fresh-baked items from the Trinity
family. This $1,310 will be very helpful in
providing food for our guests. Thanks
again, and start testing those recipes for
next year!

Luke 3:11:
Luke 3:11 will be located in our main
parking lot on three days this fall/winter
during our pantry times: October 30,
November 18, and December 9 from 1:00–
3:00 p.m. If you know of anyone needing
winter clothing items, please let them
know of these dates.

Activity/Financial:
Average number of families served
each week: 180
Average weekly food cost: $1,200
Current dedicated account balance:
$34,000
Average pounds of food distributed 

Sue Marczinke
Food Pantry Coordinator

Community Shout-Outs
Thanks to Memorial High School
Football for donating extra hot dog
buns to the pantry. They were a great
addition to our brat giveaway!
Diamond School of Dance hosted a
food drive and delivered 152 pounds of
food. Thank you, dancers!
Faith Church Food Pantry donated 79
pounds of food that they could not
store due to lack of space.
First Presbyterian Church gardens
delivered over 150 pounds of fresh
produce again this season. Thanks to
Bill and his helpers for planting for
Trinity Food Pantry.
Trinity and community members
donated close to 300 pounds of
rhubarb, tomatoes, green beans,
peppers, cucumbers, and more this
season.
Apples, apples, apples! Thanks to Jim
Gullicksrud—900 pounds of apples
have been delivered this fall and still
counting.



5 LITTLE-KNOWN BREAST CANCER FACTS:
Mental Illness Awareness Week – 

1.Breast cancer doesn’t always appear as a lump. In its earliest stages,
it often has no symptoms. That’s why annual mammograms starting
at age 40 are recommended. When symptoms do appear, a lump is
the most common, but you should also watch for:

Swelling in or around your breast, collarbone, or armpit
Redness, thickening of the skin, or a change in texture (peau
d’orange)
Warmth or itching in the breast
Nipple changes such as dimpling, retraction, scaling, or
discharge

2.Your chances of having breast cancer are higher if you have a male
relative who has had it. This is especially true if it’s a close blood
relative such as a father, brother, or son, because it may be due to a
mutation such as BRCA1 or BRCA2.

3.Maintaining a healthy weight can reduce your breast cancer risk.
Being overweight increases your risk of more than 10 different
cancers, including breast cancer.

4.Breast awareness is more important than self-breast exams. Pay
attention to how your breasts look and feel, especially at different
times of the month. If you notice any changes while dressing,
showering, or scratching, report them to your doctor.

5.Drinking alcohol can increase your breast cancer risk.

OCTOBER OBSERVANCES: 
Mental Illness Awareness Week – October 6–12
Everyone is impacted by mental health conditions- including the
friends, family, and coworkers who don’t live with a mental health
condition themselves. One in five adults in the U.S. experiences a
mental health condition each year, which impacts those who know and
love them. The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) asked
Congress to create this critical awareness event. Visit the NAMI website
for important information.

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day – October 15
An annual day of remembrance observed on October 15 for pregnancy loss and
infant death, which includes miscarriage, stillbirth, SIDS, ectopic pregnancy,
termination for medical reasons, and the death of a newborn. If you know anyone
who has experienced any of the above, please remember and acknowledge their
loss. For more information and support the following websites are helpful:
starlegacyfoundation.com and pregnancyafterlosssupport.org. 

FOOT AND NAIL CARE CLINICS

GRIEF & LOSS SUPPORT GROUP
FOR OLDER ADULTS BY THE ADRC:

Meets the third Wednesday of each
month (October 15, November 19,
December 17, etc.) here at Trinity. 
Time: 10:00–11:30 a.m.
Location: Fireside Room

The ADRC has formed this supportive
and compassionate group, designed for
older adults who are navigating grief
and loss in any form, whether from the
death of a loved one, changes in health,
loss of independence, or other life
transitions.

Through guided conversations, shared
experiences, and emotional support,
participants can find comfort, connection,
and healing in a safe and understanding
environment. Grief-related education and
connections with resources will be
provided to enhance learning and support.

Contact the Aging and Disability Resource
Center (EC County) at 715-839-4735 to
register.

Location: Grace Lutheran Church,
202 W Grand Ave, EC
Registration begins on Monday,
October 6 at 8:30 a.m.
Appointments are required. Call 715-836-
3636 to register.



FRIENDS OF FLYNN
The students and staff are back in school, and Trinity’s Friends of Flynn
Committee members have already engaged in supporting our partner
school, Flynn Elementary.

School Supplies: Thank you to those who donated school supplies
requested by the teaching staff this year. Following a recent meeting,
Jessica, Flynn’s Partnership Coordinator, was able to take many bags
and boxes of supplies back to school.

Healthy Snacks to Kick Off the New School Year: Volunteers
purchased, packed, and delivered cheese sticks and apples for
students on days (Monday and Friday) that were not covered by a fruit
and vegetable grant. They also purchased additional nonperishable
snacks for children who have a difficult time bringing snacks from
home.

Flynn Family Food Pantry: It was decided that we would help
support the school’s food pantry with nonperishable food items. If you
are out shopping and would like to contribute to this program, they
can use mac & cheese, canned fruit, vegetables, tuna, soups, and
baked beans. These items can be brought to Trinity’s office or to the
display in the lobby. Thank you.

Committee Meetings: We continue to meet regularly with Jessica to
learn how we can best support the children and their families and the
Flynn staff. We suggest you follow the school on Facebook, it’s fun to
see what they are doing. Often there is also a shout-out thank you to
Trinity for our support.

We ask you to pray for a safe and productive school year. Interested in
volunteering at the school or joining the Friends of Flynn Committee
(FOF)? Contact the Trinity office at 715-832-6601 to see how you can
help.

CHILDREN, YOUTH, &
FAMILY
On the first Sundays of each month (October-April), the whole family
gets to come to faith formation class! First Sundays will meet in the
Trinity Room as families come together to play, learn, and grow in their
faith. Regular Sunday School classes will NOT be held on these days.
Mark your calendars now; on First Sundays, faith formation teachers will
be off-duty, and parents/adults will get the chance to learn with their
kids. The first First Sundays class will be held on October 5 from 8:50-
9:35 a.m. and all families are invited!

FIRST SUNDAYS

BE A CONFIRMATION SMALL
GROUP LEADER!

This is a wonderful opportunity to grow in
faith while leading a small group of
enthusiastic students. Confirmation small
group leaders are responsible for leading
a group of 6–8 students.

They participate with their group in the
large group lesson taught by Pastor Tom
and then lead a discussion with their
small group following the lesson.
Confirmation meets weekly on Wednesdays,
October–April, from 6:45–7:45 p.m. in the Trinity
Room.

Please contact Pastor Tom at tomw@trinity-
ec.org if you are interested in this opportunity.

AN INVITATION FOR ALL ARTISTS!
Join us this fall for the fourth annual Fall
Celebration of Arts! It will held at Hope
Lutheran Church, hosted by St. John’s
Lutheran Church on Sunday, October 19. If
you are an artist, you are invited to
participate in displaying and/or selling your
art at this event. We are looking for
paintings, drawings, wood carvings, pottery,
sculptures, rosemaling or folk paintings,
photography, fiber arts, stained glass, or any
other fine art.

The art exhibit will be held from 12-4:00 p.m.
and a special mass choirs and bells concert
will be held 2:00-3:00 p.m.

We look forward to seeing and buying your
beautiful creations in October! If you are
interested in participating, please email Kris
Webert at kriss.webert@gmail.com.



WEDNESDAY EVENING FAITH FORMATION
Wednesday evening faith formation will be here before we know it!
Trinity offers Confirmation class for grades 7-8 and Connections class for
grades 5-6. Both classes will meet every Wednesday from 6:45-7:45 p.m. 

Registration and donations can be completed online at trinity-
ec.org/register. 

Please mark your calendar for these important dates: 
Wednesday, October 1, 6:45 p.m. 

o Confirmation Orientation for parents and students in the Trinity
Room 

Wednesday, October 8, 6:45 p.m. 
Connections classes begin for grades 5-6 
Regular classes begin for Confirmation 

Please contact Katie Conner (katie@trinity-ec.org) or Pastor Tom
(tomw@trinity-ec.org) with any questions. We are excited to see you all!

Join Trinity, Immanuel Lutheran Church, and Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd on Sunday, October 26 from 3:00–5:00 p.m. for our
Halloween Trunk-or-Treat! Come to Trinity’s big parking lot dressed in
your Halloween costumes to see awesomely decorated trunks and
receive some great Halloween tricks and treats! Then, join us in Trinity’s
backyard for fun Halloween-themed games and activities.

If you’d like to decorate your trunk (and yourself!) and hand out candy,
please contact Katie Conner at katie@trinity-ec.org or sign up at
Clipboard Central or on the CYF bulletin board outside classroom 408.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT

Consider being a part of the team that shares the Good News with our
children every week! I am looking for one Connections teacher for
Wednesday evenings! This person will teach on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month from 6:45-7:45 p.m. Teaching materials,
supplies, and support are provided. Connections starts on October 8th,
but this teacher’s first day of teaching will be on October 15th.
Connections will run October-April. This is a great opportunity to serve
in Christ’s love and share the Good News! 

Please contact Katie Conner at katie@trinity-ec.org for more
information or if you are interested.

COME TEACH CONNECTIONS!

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
Current high school students are
invited to come together on the first
and third Wednesdays of every
month for fellowship, faith, and fun!
Join us in the Youth Room at Trinity
from 6:45-8:00 p.m. On October 1, we
will be discussing what we want to
do this year and coming up with a
calendar of events. 

This group is meant to be a safe
place for youth to build relationships,
learn, and have fun, all while
growing in their relationship with
God. Youth of all races, ethnic
background, sexual orientations,
gender identities, economic
conditions, and abilities are
welcome.

YOUTH ADVENTURE TRIP
Get ready to go on an adventure in
Colorado in the summer of 2026!
Stay tuned for specific dates for
Trinity's high school summer
adventure trip. No matter when we
go, we know this trip will provide
youth the opportunity to explore
somewhere new while deepening
their understanding of God's
presence in their lives.

This trip is for students currently in
grades 8–12.

Please email Katie Conner at
katie@trinity-ec.org or sign up at
the youth bulletin board across from
Room 408 to express interest. More
details and informational meeting
dates will be coming soon!



NOAH’S ARK FALL TACO
FIESTA FUNDRAISER –
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 4
Date: Tuesday, November 4
Time: 4:00–7:00 p.m.
Location: Trinity Room

Join us for our Fall Taco Fiesta
Supper in the Trinity Room! This
fun community event will feature a
taco bar, a silent auction, and
exciting activities for kids. It’s sure
to be an evening filled with fun,
fellowship, and delicious food!

Ticket Information:
Children (ages 2–12): $5 in
advance, $5 at the door
Adults (ages 13 and older): $10 in
advance, $12 at the door

Tickets are available for purchase
between worship services from
October 26 to November 2, or in
the church office during the week.

If you’d like to help in the kitchen or
sponsor this event, please reach
out to Kim Dewey at 
kim@trinity-ec.org or call 715-832-
6601 ext. 205. Volunteer sign-up
details will be available in the
Friday Enews closer to the event.

We look forward to seeing you
there!

NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL 
AND ECE CLASSES

We are off to a wonderful start for the 2025–2026 school year here at
Noah’s Ark Preschool and Early Childhood Enrichment classes! We are
blessed to welcome 78 children and their families into our programs
this fall. Every day is filled with laughter, learning, and the joy of sharing
God’s love through stories, music, movement, and play.

We are deeply grateful for the support of our families, and we ask that
you continue to keep our children, families, and teachers in your prayers
as we embark on a year of growth together.

In peace,
Kim Dewey

“START CHILDREN OFF ON THE WAY THEY SHOULD GO,
AND EVEN WHEN THEY ARE OLD THEY WILL NOT TURN
FROM IT.” – PROVERBS 22:6

We still have space available in the following programs:

Music and Movement Class:
There is one spot left in our Music and Movement class, which meets
on Wednesday mornings from 10:30–11:30 a.m. This class is for
children ages 18 months to 36 months, and parents or guardians
participate alongside their children. Together, they’ll enjoy fun
activities like song, dance, movement, and playing instruments.

Noah’s Ark Preschool:
We have one remaining spot in our Monday–Thursday afternoon
class for children who turned 4 years old by September 1, 2025. This
class meets from 12:45–3:15 p.m. each day.

For more information or to register, please contact Kim Dewey at 715-
832-6601 ext. 205 or via email at kim@trinity-ec.org.

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT & NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL
CLASS OPENINGS





“SERVING IN CHRIST’S LOVE AND SHARING THE GOOD NEWS.”
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