Prayer of the Church – 6.9.24 – Pentecost 3

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world. A brief silence.
Lord, you reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of the church in every age. Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform the church into a closer vision of your beloved community. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, and in the blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal lands scarred by deforestation, pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and reverence. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with curiosity and mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to acknowledge our hardness of heart and make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the common good. Strengthen international partnerships and cooperation, especially amid the tensions and conflicts in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, Africa, and the Indo-Pacific. Strengthen the work of our partners, such as Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Social Services, and keep safe those who work to safeguard and promote the good across the world, including our own Patrick, Claire, Nate, Carter, Jonathon, Jackson, Stephen, Bryson, and Brendan, as well as our missionaries whom we are blessed to support financially and prayerfully. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, hopelessness, or illness, especially Donna, Ralph, Bob, Paul, Donna, Esther, Mary, Ray, Diane, Jan, and Helen as well as our friends and family requesting prayers, and those whom we name in our hearts. Support those who grieve and bring solace to them. Strengthen first responders and health care workers in their times of exhaustion or frustration. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and transition: high school graduates preparing for first jobs or college, those who are shifting careers, and those who are navigating changes in their relationships. Accompany them with your peace. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Gracious God, help us to express Christ’s sacrificial love, as we give and serve with our time, treasure, and talents. Stir our hearts toward abundant generosity among neighbors who experience hunger and food insecurity. Prosper the work of our partnerships in our community, including with Cornerstones, the food pantry, and The Closet. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you. Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be raised, with all the saints, into your everlasting home. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift up the names today of our brothers and sisters to whom you have given life: Kristen, Jotham, Steven, Claire, Jill, Janet, Goodwyn, David, Gary, Ben, Eric, and John. May their birthday celebrations and shared love of Christ reveal God’s goodness, grace, and glory. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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