
December 14Th | 9:30 am

Partnering with Christ who transforms the world one life at a time

Sanctuary

Welcome to Worship on this Third Sunday in Advent! 
Waiting is one of the historical Advent themes. The 

prophets waited for the birth of the Messiah; we wait for 
his return. We acknowledge that we live in a world that 
is weary for many reasons, waiting for better times. The 
coming Christ child offers better times already! We pray 
that our time of waiting and worshipping God together 
will be a source of hope, peace, joy and love for us all. 

We’re glad you are here! 



    Today’s Worship Service
*please stand if able
Prelude                       Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

by Georg Böhm
 
Welcome
Church Alive
Advent Candle Lighting                              Advent III: Joy
Will, Emily, Lucy and Lilly Bronec                         
One: Today we light the third candle of Advent, the candle of Joy.
One: Advent is a time of waiting. Like the Israelites who 

wandered through the Wilderness, waiting to come into 
the Promised Land, our own community waits for the 
coming of the Joy of Ages.

One: We wait for the day where we can join our voices with the 
angels to sing “Joy to the World, the Lord is come!” We 
wait for the day when everlasting joy is within each of us

One: We light this candle in Joy. 
All:    On this day, we remember the Spirit who breathes joy 
into our lives.

*Hymn 145                                               What Child is This

*Prayer of Adoration
Anthem Prepare Ye the Way
A voice in the distance, song in the night,
a whisper of wonder, as angels take flight.
A bright star that turns all our darkness to day, Emmanuel.
Prepare ye the way!
“Make way, a Savior is coming,”
the prophets all declare.
The child of hope, the promise of peace,
the answer to our prayer.
The voice ever stronger, the song loud and clear,
the whisper a “welcome,”
God’s true light is near.
A bright star that turns all our darkness today, Emmanuel.
Prepare ye the way!
Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus, Dominum.
O come, Lord, and turn all our darkness today, Emmanuel.
Prepare ye the way! Prepare ye the way!
Prepare ye the way!
arr. Mark Burrows ©2019 Choristers Guild CCLI #207039

Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Pardon
*Sung Response Hymn 121
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

*Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Baptism of Ben & Paige Aprati



Children of Jeff & Kellye Aprati
 
*Hymn 88                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Prayers of God’s People & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. 
Amen.
 
Scripture                                                   Luke 1:46-55 NIV
46And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
50His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
just as he promised our ancestors.”

Luke 1: 67-79 NIV
67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied:
68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David
70(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
71salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us—
72to show mercy to our ancestors
and to remember his holy covenant,
73the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve him without fear
75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
77to give his people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins,
78because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

Next week’s passage: Exodus 12:1-4; Matthew 1:1-17



Sermon                           A Community with Unusual Faith 
Pastor Susan Graham

*Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Offertory The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
And they say that His name was Jesus.
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
Oh yes, believer! Oh yes, believer!
The angels sang when the baby born,
And proclaimed Him the Savior Jesus.
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
Oh yes, believer! Oh yes, believer!
The shepherds came where the baby born,
And they say that His name was Jesus.
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
Oh yes, believer! Oh yes, believer!
The Wise Men saw where the baby born,
And they say that His name was Jesus.
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
Oh yes, believer! Oh yes, believer!
He come from the glory,
He come from the glorious kingdom.
West Indies Carol arr. Victor C. Johnson ©2023 Alfred Music CCLI #207039

*Hymn 87                   Comfort, Comfort Now My People

*Benediction
Postlude                      Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

by Georg Böhm



Serving in Worship
Preaching: Pastor Susan Graham
Assisting: Pastor Graig Flach
Musicians: Hope and Peace Choirs directed by Abigail 
Krawson; Ka Ki Rohde, percussion; Sergio Carreno, percussion; 
Jeff Wood, organ & piano
A/V Production: Mark Alcala, Spencer Hadduck

For pastoral and congregational care needs email 
care@lakegrovepres.org, or leave a message in the Pastors’ 
voicemail box at 503-210-6062.

Let’s connect! Join us in the Fellowship Hall for Beanediction, our 
coffee and fellowship ministry, after each service.

The Deacon Food Pantry needs the following toiletry and 
food items: Toilet paper, condiments (ketchup, mustard, 
mayonnaise), cereal, and shelf-stable milk. We are currently 
teaming up with Lake Oswego Hunger Fighters, who serve those 
in our community. Your generosity is making a difference. Thank 
you for doing what you can!  Our Deacon Pantry Drop box is 
located just off the Gathering Area in the hall near the coat 
rack.

LGPCPrays
Prayer is the primary work of God’s people. It is a vital 
connection to God where we can hear from, listen to, and 
respond to the Lord. Here are some ways you can pray this 
week...

MissionPartners
Local: Love INC - Pray for Love INC (In the Name of Christ) as 
they mobilize churches supporting Clackamas County families 
in need. Would you like to become a part of this vital ministry by 
becoming a Lake Grove Church liaison?

Pink Eraser - Pray for the students of economically insecure 
families in our community, also for their teachers, administrators, 
and counselors. May 2026 be a brighter year for them all.

If you would like to receive or be included on the weekly 
churchwide prayer chain, please email: prayer@lakegrovepres.org.



   UPCOMING EVENTS








