
Reverend Greg Allen-Pickett is a pastor, teacher, and 
leader with a passion for helping churches grow in 
faith, deepen their witness, and engage their 
communities with the love of Christ. Since 2017, he has 
served as Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in 
Hastings, Nebraska, where he has worked alongside a 
vibrant congregation to strengthen worship, expand 
mission partnerships, and cultivate a spirit of 
discipleship and community engagement. He 
previously served as Associate Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, Georgia, providing 
strategic leadership and direction for global mission 
efforts in Haiti, Cuba, Brazil, Kenya, and Jamaica. 

Greg’s ministry reflects a deep commitment to both local and global mission. 
Early in his career, he worked on community development projects focused on 
water access, education, and micro-business in Ecuador, Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Denver. Those experiences continue to shape his belief that mission is most 
faithful when it is rooted in relationships, mutuality, and shared learning. He 
has since led more than 20 mission trips and remains passionate about helping 
congregations discover how God is already at work in their communities and 
around the world. 

He also brings a deep appreciation for music in the life of the church. Greg sang 
in choir in high school, college, and within the church, and he values music as a 
vital expression of worship, faith formation, and community-building. He 
believes music has a unique ability to draw people into God’s presence and to 
connect the church more deeply with one another and the wider community. 

In addition to his congregational leadership, Greg has served in executive roles 
within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), including as General Manager of 
Presbyterian World Mission, providing operational leadership and mentoring a 
team of domestic and international staff, and as Field Operations Manager at 
Healing Waters International, overseeing staff, operations, and budget. He has 
also taught as an adjunct professor in Spanish, political science, and sustainable 
development. He is a frequent preacher and speaker at conferences such as 
Montreat and Stewardship Kaleidoscope, and a regular contributor to 
Presbyterian Outlook. His forthcoming book, Purple Church, Red State: Finding 
Common Ground in an Age of Polarization, reflects his commitment to helping 
congregations navigate division with grace, courage, and faith. 



Greg also feels a strong call to help the church bear faithful witness in a divided 
world. Through his preaching, writing, and leadership, he seeks to cultivate 
communities shaped by grace, compassion, and reconciliation—places where 
people can grow in faith while learning to love their neighbors across 
differences. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish and Political Science from Pacific 
Lutheran University in Tacoma, a Master of Divinity from Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, as well as master’s degrees in Global Studies from the 
University of Denver and in Cultural Studies from Universidad del Azuay in 
Ecuador. 

Greg is married to Dr. Jessica Allen-Pickett, and together they have one 
daughter, Esther. As a family, they enjoy traveling, the outdoors, and sharing life 
around the table with friends and neighbors. 

 


