Parish and School

Baptism FAQs for Parents

Do | need to be a parish member of St. Charles to have my child(ren) Baptized here?

e Yes. We encourage all families seeking to Baptize their child at St. Charles to become
active/registered St. Charles parishioners. We are excited to help you raise your child in the faith
through our beautiful Masses, fellowship, ministries, and sacraments.

e Forthose that are not yet Parishioners: sign up on our St. Charles website by clicking “Register”
at the top of our main page, or visit the link provided here.

e If your family has a special connection with St. Charles, for example, you or your spouse attended
St. Charles School, or your parents or grandparents are active Parishioners, please let us know,
and the exception may be made at Father’s discretion.

e If you are not looking to become active parishioners, or you do not live locally, we encourage you
to pursue getting your child Baptized at a Parish where you intend to be active in your hometown.

Who can and cannot be a Godparent?

e Every child-to-be-baptized needs a minimum of one official sponsor or godparent, preferably two
godparents.

e Per canon law, a Sponsor for Baptism must be an adult older than age 16 who is active in their
Catholic faith. This Sponsor must have received the sacraments Baptism, First Communion, and
Confirmation in the Catholic Church, and they must attend Mass regularly.

e Individuals who are Christian, but not Catholic, cannot be Sponsors. They may, however,
participate as a “Christian Witness.”

Both Sponsors and Christian Witness are called Godparents.
A person who is Catholic, but publicly endorses teachings contrary to Catholic doctrine, may not
serve as a godparent.

What if Godparent is not a registered member at any parish?

e Unfortunately, if the godparent is not a registered member at a parish, it is impossible for us to
know whether someone is a practicing Catholic or not.

e The Godparent form signed by their pastor with their parish seal testifying that the individual is an
active member is required.

e If for some reason they cannot get this form due to not being a registered member, but actively
attend Masses, then the godparent must request a letter on Parish letterhead from their pastor or
local parish testifying their faith commitment.

Who are Baptism Mentor Couples? And are we required to meet with them?

e Baptism Mentor Couples are active St. Charles parishioners assigned to support you in the
Baptism preparation journey: sharing best practices in raising your child in the faith.

e Yes. You are required to meet with the Baptism Mentor Couples. This informal meeting is the
replacement for a formal Baptism class.

e During the meeting, the Baptism Mentor Couples share their St. Charles Baptism experience, get
to know you and your family, and also answer questions. Any questions that cannot be answered
by the Mentor Couples should be emailed to: baptisms@stcharleshartland.org, and our
Baptism Team will be ready to assist.
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What requirements do parents need to complete in order to schedule the Baptism date?

e The parent’s requirements include: your St. Charles membership confirmation, meeting with a
mentor couple, reviewing the Baptism FAQs, submitting the Baptism Request Form, and our
receipt of the signed and sealed Godparent Letter of Reference form(s).

e The parents must send a copy of the Godparent Letter of Reference form to be completed by
each godparent, this includes sponsor(s) as well as those who may be Christian Witnesses.

e Once the godparent complete section #1 of the letter, then they must have their respective
Catholic Parish complete section #2 which includes a stamped parish seal. Finally, the
godparent’s parish will need to mail the completed and signed form with Parish Seal to:

St. Charles Catholic Church
ATTN: Baptism Coordinator
313 Circle Drive
Hartland, WI 53029

e Once all the requirements are fulfilled our Baptism Coordinator will reach out to you to schedule a
meeting to set the Baptism and Baptism Rehearsal dates. Scheduling is subject to the priest
availability and parish calendar of events. At this time, Baptisms are held on Sunday during the
9:00 AM or 11:00 AM Mass, or after Mass at 12:45 PM.

When is the Baptism rehearsal? And who is required to attend?

e The Baptism rehearsal is held in the church on Saturday, the day before the Baptism.

e At St. Charles, we celebrate the sacraments prayerfully and reverently. For this reason, we
expect the parents (and at least one godparent) to be present for the rehearsal which is led by
our Liturgist.

e This ensures both St. Charles and the family’s confidence the next day with attire, logistics of the
Church, parent and Godparent roles during the Mass or service etc.

If there is a conflict or emergency, please call the Parish office as soon as possible.
Failure to attend the Baptism rehearsal may result in cancellation of the Baptism.
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