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GATHERING MUSIC 
 

WORDS OF GRACE AND GREETING                                                              
  

*HYMN                                             Here I Am, Lord                                            UMH 593 
 

OPENING PRAYER                                                      
O God, who gave us birth, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray. 

You know our needs before we ask, and you know our ignorance in asking.  
Give us now your grace, that, as we shrink before the mystery of death,  
we may see the light of eternity. Speak to us once more your solemn message 
of life and death. Help us to live as those who are prepared to die, and when 
our days are accomplished, help us to die as those who go forth to live, so 
that living or dying, our life may be in you. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                          John 16:33 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

HOMILY                                                                                            Pastor Madison Ailinger   
   

WORDS OF FAITH AND REMEMBRANCES                           Joyce Edmonds, Joy Brantley Carder 
                                                                          (on behalf of Ellen Sutton), Gwendolyn Brantley           
 

SOLO                                               Amazing Grace                                     Gracie Oxendine 
 

APOSTLES CREED                                                                                                  UMH 881 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              UMH 895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
                                                                         

*HYMN                                       His Eye Is On The Sparrow                                 TFWS 2146  

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 
God of us all, your love never ends. When all else fails you are still God. We pray to you for  
one another in our need, and for all everywhere who grieve with us this day. To those  
who doubt, give light; to those who are weak, give strength; to all who have sinned,  
show mercy; to all who sorrow, grant your peace. Keep our love for one another true and 
strong. And help us always to trust ourselves and one another to your everlasting love.  Amen.  
 

O God, all that you have given us is yours. In the beginning, you gave  
June to us. So now we give June back to you. Receive her into the arms of your 
everlasting mercy; Raise her up with all your people in glory. 
Receive us also, and raise us all up into new life to serve you in this world  
and in the world that is to come.  Amen   

*HYMN                                                How Great Thou Art                                       UMH 77 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

 
Following the service, please join us for a reception in Fellowship Hall. A receiving line will be open to greet  
the family throughout the reception—feel free to enjoy the food first and visit with us at your convenience. 

 
 

June Lowdermilk Brantley 

   June Lowdermilk Brantley, a beloved wife, dedicated educator, and foundational pillar of her family, passed 
away peacefully at her home on May 20th, 2026. Born in Greensboro, North Carolina, on December 11th, 1953 
to her loving parents, Charles and Grace Lowdermilk, June’s life unfolded across the Southeast, leaving a trail of 
warmth, classic style, and an unmatched gift for hospitality wherever she resided. 
   June spent her formative childhood years with her sister, Joyce, in Charlotte, North Carolina, and La Grange, 
Georgia, before her family settled in Raleigh, where she graduated from Sanderson High School in 1972. A proud 
alumna of Peace College and Meredith College, she pursued her passion for understanding and helping people 
by majoring in sociology and minoring in early childhood education. 



 

 

   It was during the final months of her college career that June met the love of her life, her husband, Bob. They 
were wed on a snowy Saturday afternoon, February 10, 1979, at West Market United Methodist Church in  
projects, and absolute devotion. She and Bob shared a beautiful lifetime tradition of purchasing a piece of 
custom or antique furniture every milestone anniversary to construct a home filled with meaning. 
   Together, they navigated moves from Raleigh to Greenville, South Carolina, and finally to Williamsburg, 
Virginia, in 1983. June’s calling was always to shape the minds and hearts of young children. She spent years 
teaching elementary school in Raleigh and Greenville, South Carolina. She later returned to teaching at St. 
Stephen Lutheran Church and Preschool in Williamsburg, Virginia, where she served as director of the school 
before retiring after sixteen years of service. 
   In 2007, June and Bob put additional roots down in North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, where they lived part-
time. Their family enjoyed numerous beach days and 4th of July celebrations. June lived her life exactly like a 
classic beach music track: vibrant, full of warmth, and instantly bringing joy to everyone in the room. A true 
North Carolina girl at heart, she loved a good medium-rare steak, a chocolate peanut butter milkshake from 
Cook Out, boxed Chardonnay, and yard sales. 
   Her hands were rarely still. Guided by a refined visual eye, June spent decades creating a beautiful world for 
those around her. She was immensely proud of her home improvement projects and spent many hours 
recovering treasured furniture; sewing exquisite custom bedspreads, curtains, and dust ruffles for her daughters' 
rooms; crafting beds for American Girl dolls; and tailoring intricate Halloween costumes. 
   June’s creative spirit extended deeply into her community, where she served actively on the Matthew Whaley 
PTA, the Walsingham Academy Booster Club, the Williamsburg Community Hospital Auxiliary Board, the 
Greensprings Garden Club, and the Junior Women’s Club of Williamsburg. June was also a founding member of 
the Williamsburg Gourmet Club, which has met monthly since the 1980s, cooking up fabulous meals and 
incredible friendships for nearly forty years. 
   June was the ultimate host. Over the years, she was known for hosting large gatherings on Christmas Eve, 
epic holiday tea parties for Joy and Gwendolyn’s classmates, tennis team gatherings, and countless bridal and 
baby showers. Her home was always filled with life, including a constant stream of students lining up on the 
stairs for pictures before high school dances. 
   Above all her notable accomplishments, June’s greatest joy was her family. She passed down an invaluable 
legacy of positivity, kindness, creativity, service, and great cooking. Her family will forever hold dear her favorite 
holiday traditions, her seasonal decorating, and her knack for curating love and magic for her children and 
grandchildren. 
   We are so thankful for the incredible care and multiple resources provided by the Mayo Clinic, the VCU ALS 
Clinic, and the ALS Association. We cannot express enough gratitude for the incredible caregivers we had, 
including Laura Episopo, Theresa Hodges, and our hospice nurse, Matt Dawson. Our family is also immensely 
thankful for the love, prayers, and support shown by friends, family, and neighbors since June’s diagnosis of ALS 
in 2024. She loved receiving visits, thoughtful messages, videos, cards, flowers, and meals provided by so many 
who love her. 
   June is preceded in death by her parents, Charles and Grace Lowdermilk. June is survived by her devoted  
husband, Bob; her two loving daughters, Joy Carder (CJ) and their children, Olivia Grace and Jack; Gwendolyn 
(Nick) and their children, Charlotte and Kevin Fitzpatrick. She is also survived by her sister, Joyce Edmonds, and 
her daughter, Claire, alongside Claire’s girls, Gracie and Anna Griffin Oxendine. She is also survived by her 
beloved beagle, Forest. Her life is celebrated by a cherished circle of extended family, former students, and 
lifelong friends. 
   In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the ALS Association in memory of June Brantley at  
http://web.alsa.org/goto/JuneBrantley  
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