
 

 

A SERVICE OF CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
for 

Sue Ann Steberl 
March 1, 1944 – July 25, 2026 

 

August 15, 2026            11:00am 
 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

 
 

ENTRANCE 
 
 
 

GATHERING MUSIC 
 

PRELUDE                                      Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
 

WORDS OF GRACE AND GREETING 
 

OPENING PRAYER                                                      
O God, who gave us birth, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray. 

You know our needs before we ask, and you know our ignorance in asking.  
Give us now your grace, that, as we shrink before the mystery of death,  
we may see the light of eternity. Speak to us once more your solemn message 
of life and death. Help us to live as those who are prepared to die, and when 
our days are accomplished, help us to die as those who go forth to live, so 
that living or dying, our life may be in you. 
 

*HYMN                                       Come, Christians, Join to Sing                                UMH 158 
                                                             
POEM                                            Footprints in the Sand                                 Teighlor Seals,  

Skyeler Hunter 
 

ANTHEM                                         Surely the Presence                                 Sanctuary Choir 
               

MEMORIES FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
 

ANTHEM                                How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place                       Sanctuary Choir 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                                                           Psalm 121,  
John 14:1-3, 18-19, 27 

 

HOMILY                                                                                            Pastor Madison Ailinger   
   

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              UMH 895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
                                                                         

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 
God of us all, your love never ends. When all else fails you are still God. We pray to you for  
one another in our need, and for all everywhere who grieve with us this day. To those  
who doubt, give light; to those who are weak, give strength; to all who have sinned,  
show mercy; to all who sorrow, grant your peace. Keep our love for one another true and 
strong. And help us always to trust ourselves and one another to your everlasting love.  Amen.  
 

O God, all that you have given us is yours. In the beginning, you gave  
Sue to us. So now we give Sue back to you. Receive her into the arms  
of your everlasting mercy; Raise her up with all your people in glory. 
Receive us also, and raise us all up into new life to serve you in this world  
and in the world that is to come.  Amen   

*HYMN                                                Be Still My Soul                                           UMH 534 
(verses 1 and 3) 

 

BENEDICTION                         The Lord Bless You and Keep You                     Sanctuary Choir 

CLOSING REFLECTION             Grief never ends… but it changes. 
It is a passage, not a place to stay. 

Grief is not a sign of weakness, 
nor a lack of faith… 

It is the price of love. 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

POSTLUDE 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Sue Ann Steberl 
The world lost a little bit of its brightness on July 25, 2026, with 

the passing of Sue A. Steberl who loved completely and lived fully. 
She is survived by her two daughters, Shelle Priest (Mike), 

grandsons, Matthew and Eli; and Danielle Faison (Josh), grandson, Cody 
and granddaughters, Teighlor and Skyeler (Michael). She is also 
survived by five great-grandsons, Brayden, Landon, Brackstyn, Mason 
and Chance. 

She was preceded in death by her husband of 49 years,  
Don Steberl. 

She was born on March 1, 1944, in Dayton, Ohio to Charles and 
Marion Selz. With degrees in psychology, education and special 
education she worked in education for 35 years; the last 20 years in 
early intervention for special needs children. 

She was a member of Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
where she sang in the choir, sang Messiah each Christmas, was in 
Heritage-Scott Circle and the Aldersgate Sunday school class. She loved 
gardening, flowers, birds, music and long morning walks with her 
friends who felt like sisters. She absolutely adored her family. 

A Memorial Service will be held at Williamsburg United Methodist 
Church, 500 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, Virginia, on August 15, 
2026, at 11:00 am. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider supporting the Williamsburg 
UMC Respite Care Program https://williamsburgumc.org/respite-care/ 
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