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Be Jesus
I shared a story at a chapel 

service some 25 years ago 
about a mother who was 
making breakfast for her two 

sons (pancakes to be specifi c). Her 
boys, Kevin (who was 7), and Ryan 
(who was 5), began to argue over 
who was going to get the fi rst set of 
pancakes, the ones coming straight 
off  the grill. Th ey began raising their 
voices, yelling at each other, going 
back and forth calling each other 
names, even running over to the 
stove, blocking each other out to 
see who would get those fresh hot 
pancakes fi rst. 

It (the fresh hot pancakes) was a 
pretty big deal to both Kevin and 
Ryan, and it didn’t go unnoticed by 
their mom who witnessed all of this 
happening and saw an opportunity 
for a spiritual lesson. She sat her two 
sons down and presented them with 
this question, “If Jesus were sitting 
here, He would say, let my brother 
have the fi rst pancake… I can wait.” 
Th ere was a pause, and before she 
could expand on this deep spiritual 
teaching moment, her older son 
Kevin turned to his younger brother 
(and at this point with a sense of 
pride, she knew that this was the 
moment of truth, that this was the 
defi ning moment that would make 
Ryan look up to his older brother 
for the rest of his life). So, as Kevin 
turned to his younger brother and 
looked straight into his eyes, he said, 

“Ryan, YOU can be Jesus!”
Th is was not what their mother had 
expected, but that is how we are a lot 
of times in our Christian faith. We 
want other people to be Jesus. Now, 
I get this, because it’s not always easy 
walking and living as Jesus did, but 
it is what God’s word instructs us to 
do in 1 John 2:3-6. It says, 

“We know that we have come 
to know him if we keep his 
commands. Whoever says, “I know 
him,” but does not do what he 
commands is a liar, and the truth 
is not in that person. But if anyone 
obeys his word, love for God is 
truly made complete in them. Th is 
is how we know we are in him: 
Whoever claims to live in him 
must live as Jesus did.”

John is saying here that yes, it’s going 
to be hard, and yes, it’s what God 
requires; so if we’re claiming we have 
a relationship with Jesus, we need 
to walk and live as Jesus did. Th is 
summer, there will be a multitude 
of opportunities to serve here at the 
church, but even more opportunities 
to live out our faith and be Jesus to 
others around us. Th is is not just my 
hope, but my prayer for our church. 
So, if we remember anything 
from these words, remember this: 
Whoever claims to live in HIM must 
walk as Jesus did. Simply put, be 
Jesus to others!

Words from the Pastor
Pastor Sterling Lee
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By Keiko Ishiwata
(Associate Minister of Japanese-speaking Congregation)

NEW BEGINNINGS: NEW BEGINNINGS: 

A Fresh A Fresh 
Start in Start in 

AprilApril

nnnn n JaJaappapapaapapp n,nnn,n ttthehehhehehe aaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrriivivivivivivivvivalalalalaalalaaaaa ooooof Apriririll l l mamm rkrkrkkkksss mmmomomore thahhh n just the 
blblblloosososoo ssosososomimimmmim nng of cherryryryyyyryryyy tttttreerereererereeeeeseeeseee . ItIt herrralalallaaa dsdsddsddd ttttthheh  beginning of 
aa new schhool yeaeaeaar—rr—r—aaaa a a tititititittt memememeemmmmmm oooff f frf eshhh h h ststs arararrttstttt , eager faces, 
and the ppromise ofoffff growth.hh AAAs ssss stststtududduddu eneneneeneee tsttssst dddddon their crisp 

ununiffoorms andd step ppp intoooo classrooms, ttthehey y yy emememembabababarkrkrrr  on a journey 
of learning aand ddd d dididiscovery.

FoFoFoFor uss, , theeee JaJaJaJaJaJappanese-speaking congregation (JSJSJSSSSJJSC)C)C)C)C)C)CCCCC , ,, thtttt is 
seeseasa on resoonates deeply.  We, too, have embarkkkkkkededededededeed oooonn n nnn a neneneenewwwwwww w w
stttudududyy—yy one that transcends textbooks and cclc assasassroooooooooooom mm mm wawawaaaaalllll s.  
OuOuOO r focus?? Th e Purpose-Driven Life, penn dded by Paaaaaasttstssssss ororor RRick 
WWarren. ThTh is powerful book, available in JJJJapapapapanananana ese, innnvnvnnvitititeeeeseses us 
toto exploree the very essence of our existenccecee...

Th The bookk sets forth a 40-day immersion plan—a delibeerrraraarr tetetet  
jojojojojj uru ney into understanding our purpose. Each chapter innnnvnvnvittitteeeesese  
uss tttoo oo inininininteteract with its wisdom, reading it one day at a timemememeeemmm . .
(Actualllllllllllllyyyyy, wwwe e e read one day’s portion weekly.)  

It’s neveer too late tototoooo ppppppppononoononder our life’s purpose. We arereree neveevver 
totooo oldd to adjust our lifefffefefefeff aaaaaaaaaccccccccc oro ding to God’s purpppososososeee foffoorrrrr r ououoouooour r r r 
life! WWhether we are seasonnnedededededdd bbbbeleleliei vers or new wwww “s“s“sttut ded ntttts”s””s”s”””s”s”s” iiiiiiin nnnnnnn 
our faith, the call remamammamaini s the samemememmme::::: lalalalalalalaligigigigigigigiggn nnnn ouuuuur r rr r liliiiivevvvvv s wiwiw tht  God’sss  
will. ThTh e Bible reveals His s s hehehehh art,ttt aandndndn  Th The PuPPuPPuuPuPuuuurprprprrrppososososo e-e-e DrDrrriviveeneen LLLLLifififfeee
guidesss uuus towardd lliviviving g inninteteteentnn ionally.

AsAsAsA  thee sasasasas kura (cherryyy bbbbbllololoosssssssomomomms)sss  petals fallll,, lelet’t ss enencocourururagagee oone 
anananannotooto heheeer. Let’s embracece fffffrerreshhsh bbbegegegginininninin nngs, just as the JJapapanese 
scscscscschohohohohooloooo  year doesss.. WWhWhWhW eeetethheheheh r rr yoyoyoy u araarare e e aa seseses asoned belieever oror 
ssososoomemeememeono eee seekkkiing answers, tttaakaka e thatatat ssstep. Statartrt sommmetette hihihihiihingngngngnn  
neneeneeew—www—a journey into God’s heart!

Photo by Dallas Niiyama
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My name is Donna Daoang. My parents 
emigrated from Korea to Hawaii in the 70’s. 
Born and raised on Oahu, I am a mother of 8 

(5 children and 3 step-children), ranging in age from 11-
25, and grandmother of 2. I enjoy spending time with 
my family and friends, binge-watching tv and movies, 
and especially eating out. I keep myself very busy with 
my children, babysitting my grandchildren, working 4 

jobs while also volunteering at my youngest children’s 
schools. My work experience ranges from Banking 
to Construction to Case Management to Retail and 
general Offi ce Administration. In my short time at 
FBC, I have met many wonderful and kind people. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to be working at FBC and 
hope to get better acquainted with everyone here!

Meet our new
Bookkeeper

Donna Daoang (left) with her family.
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Meet our
Summer Interns

Emma Allender

Hi! My name is Emma Allender. I am a 23-year-old 
from Knoxville, Tennessee. I recently graduated from 
Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tennessee with 
my bachelor’s degree in public relations. I grew up in 
church and the Lord brought me to faith when I was 
eight years old. I have a heart for ministry and have 
served with my local church in student ministry for 
fi ve years as well as participating in various missional 
trips. I had the opportunity to do a summer missions 
internship with the IMB in Birmingham, England 
in the summer of 2022 which grew my love for voca-
tional ministry. I am excited to serve alongside First 
Baptist Church Pearl City this upcoming summer and 
I look forward to meeting many new brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

Nora Grace Dorris

A little background about myself: I’m from Nash-
ville, Tennessee, and I have pretty much lived there 
my entire life. I am graduating from Volunteer State 
Community College in May with my associate degree 
and am trying to fi gure out what I will do next semes-
ter, whether that be transferring somewhere to get my 
bachelor’s degree or start working. I go to First Bap-
tist Church in Hendersonville and had the amazing 
opportunity to come to Pearl City last summer with a 
group of other college students at the church. I’m so 
excited to be coming back to Pearl City this summer! 
Aft er being able to come for a week last summer, I 
knew I wanted to come back at some point but had no 
idea when that would be. I’m so thankful God opened 
the door for me to be able to come back this summer 
and serve with Pearl City! I’m so excited to see how 
God moves this summer!

maaaaaaaaaaaa AAAAAlllllllllleeeeeennndddeeerrrr

y nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnamamamame e e isisis EEEEEmmmmmmmmmmmm a aa aa AlAlAlAllelelellelll ndndndndnddererererrer... I I I III amammammmmmamammmmmmmm aa 22222222222222222222223-3-3-3--yeyeyeyeyeararararararararar-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-- ldldlddddldldl  
Knonooooooooooooxvxvxvxvxvxvxvxvxvxvxxvxvxvvvvilililililililililiilililiillilleleleleleleleleleleleleleee,,,,,,,,,,,, TeTTeTeTeTeTTeennnnnnnnnnnesesesesesssseseseseeseseseseseesee.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e IIIIIIIIII rrrrrrrrecececeecceee enenennene tltlltltltly y y y y y grgrgrgrgrgradadadadduauauauauateteteteteted d d d d d d d ddd frfrfrfrfroomomomomommommmmmoomm  
mbmmmmmmmmmm  Univeersititititiity y yyyy inininininininininininininininininiinnnnn NNNNNNNNNNasasaassasasashvhvhhhhvhvhvililllilillilllelelelelelelelele,, ,, , TeTeTeTeTeTeTeTeTeTeTTTT nnnnnnnnnnneseesesesseseseseeeee wiwiwiwiwiththththhthhthth 

cccccccccccchehehehehehehehehehehehehheeeeeeelolollllllllll r’s degree iin publblblblblblblblbblblblbblbbliciciciciciciiiiiiiiiii rrrelellelelelatatatattatatioioioioioioi nsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsns..... IIIIIIII grgrgrggrewewwwwwewewwe uuuuuuuuuuuuupppp inininin 
hhhhhhhhhhhhhh aaaaandndndndndnnddd ttttttthhehehehhhhhhehehhhehhee LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLororororororororororooorrororrorro dddddddd dddd brbrbrbbrbbrbrbrbrbbbrbrbbrrouououououooououououououuoughghghghhghghghghghghghghghgghhhghhgg tttttttttttt t t t tt mmmmmmememememmememmmmmm tttttto o ooo fafafafafaititttiti h h h h whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwhhenenenennenennnnnnn IIIIII wwwwwwwwwwasas 
yeyeeeeeeeeeeeeeeararararaarrrs ss ss ololololoo d.d.d.d. IIIII hhhhhhhavavavavavavavee eee e a a aa a heheheheheheh arararararrt tt t tt fofofofofofofoff r r rrr mimimimimimimimimininininininnininininistststststtstststststryryryryryryryryryyryr aaaaaaaaaaaandnddndndnddndnddddddndn hhhhhhhhavavavavvvavva eeeeeeeee

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitititititithh h hhh mymymymymymy lllllococococcalalalallal ccccchuhuhhhuhuhuhuuhuurcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrchhhhh hhh h hh iiiniiinininini ssssstututututudededededentntnntnn mmmmmmiinininininininninininininnnninnnnnnnisisisisisisisiisisisiisiisssiisisiisisiistrtrttrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtttrtrttrrryy y yyyy y yy yyy fofofofofofofooor rrrrrr rr
ars aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas sss sss wewewewewew lllllllllll aaaaassss papapapapaartrtrtrtrtrtrticiciciciicicipipipipipippatatatatatatinininininnggg g gg inininininn vvvvvvvarararararrrrrrioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioiooiioouuuususususuususuuuusu  missssssssssssssisiiiiisisisisissss ononononononnononononoonalalalalalala   
I had tttttttttttttttthehehehehehehhhehehehhehhehehehehheh oooooooppppppppppororororrooo tutututuutunininniiin tytytyyyttytyty tttttto oo o o dododododooo aaaaa sssssumumumummmmmmmmmmmmemememememeer r rr rrr mimimimimimimmimmimimmimmimimimiiisssssssssssssssssssssssssss iioioioiioiiiiiioiiionnnsnsnsnsns 
ship with h thththththththththththththththhhhhhhe eee eeeeeee IMIMIMIMIMIMMMI B BBBBBBB inininininnnn BBBBBBBBBiriririririrrrmimmimimimim ngngnngngnggggggghahahhahahahahahahahahahhhhh m,m,m,m,m,m,m,m,m,m,m,m,m, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnglandd 
summer of 202222222222222222222222222222222 22222 whwhwhwhwhwhwhwwwwwwwwwww iicicicicicich h h h hh grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrggggggggg ewewewewewewwwewwewewewewewwwwwweweee mmmmmmmmmmmmyyyyyyy y yyy llllllloll ve for voca-
ministry. I am excited to sereee ve alonggsidededeeeeeedeeeeeded FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFiiiiiiiiiiiririririrstststststtt 
t Church Pearl City thiss uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuppppppcpcpcpcpcpppcpcpppppcomomomomomoomininininniini g g gggg susususuuuusuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuummerrrrrrrr aaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndnd 
forward to meetini g mmamamamamamaamamammmammmmmammm nynynynyny nnnnneweweweww bbbbbbbbrororoooror ththhthththherererrrrererrrerrrrerrrrrrrrs and 
in Chrisi t. 

Grace DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDooooooorrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiissssssss
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Tenneneeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssss eeeeeeeeeeee,,,, anaanaanand d dddd I I II hahahahahah vevevevev pppppppprerererererereetttttttttt y yyy y yyyy mumumumummumuchchchchchch llllllllllllliviviviviviviviviviiivivedededededededededededededed ttttheheheheh rererere 
ttire liliiliiiliiiliiiiiiifefefefefefefe. .. IIIIII amamamamaam gggggggrararararadududududud atatatatatttininininininni g g g ggggg frfrfrffrrffromomomomomom VVVVVVololololololununnununntetettetett ererererere SSSSSSSSSSSSStatatatatatatatatatattatatatatetetetetettttttet  

muniiiitititititititiittiii y y y y y y CoCoCoCoCoCCoCoollllllllllllllllllllllllllllllegegeggegegeggegegggegegegee eeee e iiiiiiiiniini MMMMMMMay withhhhhhhhhhhh h myy aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssococococococoocoococococococooociaiaiaiaiaaiaiiaiaiiiiii tetetetetete ddddddegegegeege rerereereree e e e 
m ttryryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyininininininininininininininnniii ggg g to fi gure out what I will do nexxxxxxtttt t t t tttttttttttt seseseseseemememmemememm s-s-ss-s-s
hethher that be transnsssssssssssssfefefefefefefeefefefefefefeffeeferrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrinininninininininininininninini gggggggggggg g ggg gg sososoosososososososososososoossoommememememememmmmemememememememeemmm hhhhhhhhwhhhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhhwherererrrerre e eee e e ee tototottotottoott gggggggetetetetet mmmmmy yyy y yyy y y yyyyyyyyyy

or’s degeggggggggggggrererereeerereerereeerrrerr eeeeeeee eeee e ee ororororororor ssssssstatatatatatartrtrtrtrtrtt wwwwwworororororo kikikikikiikkk ngngngngngnggnng. . . IIII gogogogogogo ttttttto o o ooo FiFiFiFFiFFiFiFirsrsrsrrsrsrsrsttt ttt t t BaBaBaBaBaBapp-pp-p-pp-p-p-p--pp-pp
hurccccccchhhh hhhh hhh hhh iiiiininininiiiniin HHHHHenenenenendededededed rsrsrsrsrsonononononnvivivivivivviivvilllllllllllllllllllle eeeeeee ee e e ananaananananannnnand ddddddd d dd ddd hahahahahahahahahahahahahahaddddd ddd ddd ddddd ththththththththe e e e ee amamamamammmmmma azaaazazazazaa ininnininnnnnnnnnnninngggggg ggg gg
tununununnnnnnnunnunnu itititititity y yy y y tototototo cccccomomomomomoo e eeee e ee tototttototototo PPPPPPPPPPPPeeeeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeearlrlrlrllrlrll CCCCCCCCitititititititity y y y yy y lalalalalaaststststtstststt ssssssumumumumummmemmmmemmeem rr r rr r wwwwwwwiwiwiwwiwiwwwiwiwiiiiththhththththt aaaaaaaaaaa 
oooofofofoffoofooooooof oooootththththththt erereererrrr ccccccolololololooololleleleleleleleleleleleeleggggegegegeg ssssstutututuudededededededentntntntntntntntntttttttttsssssssssssssssssss attatatatatatattatatatattatatatatatttata tttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe ccccccccccccccccchuhuhuhhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhhurcrcrcrcrcrcrcrccch.h.h.h.h..h.h.. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII’m’m’m’m’mmmmmmm sooooo o o oo oooooo

ddddd d ddd dd tototototoo bbbbbee e eee cococococcococococ mmimimimmimingngngng bbbbacacacaccccccccccca kkkkkkkkk kkkkkkk kkkkk ttttttttotttt  Pearl CCCCCCCititititititititititittitititititityy y y yyyyyy y yyy ttthtththththththhiisisisisiss sssssssssssssssssssssumuumuuuuumumuu memmememememeememeeemerrr!r!r!r!r!r!r!r!r   
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momomomomomomomomommmoooomomoooovvvevevevvevvesss sss ththththhththhisisisisisi sssssumumumumumumumumummummummememememeer!r!!r!!
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This year our church has been working towards 
bringing back some normalcy to our Sunday 
worship services since the pandemic. We are 
excited to see more of our ohana joining us in 

person for worship and other activities! Welcome back! 
We’ve missed worshiping, studying, and serving together 
with you as a church family.  

In January, with the help of our deacons, we began serving 
communion again every other month. In March we no 
longer used the off ering boxes and our Frontline ushers 
now assist once again with the passing of the off ering bowls 
during service. We also began serving light refreshments in 
the lanai on the fi rst Sunday of the month between 8 a.m. 
worship and Sunday School.

Our Frontline team of volunteers are honored to answer 
His call to serve in this ministry. Th ere are many reasons 
for joining this ministry: 1) our love for God, 2) our love 
for those who join us on Sundays, and 3) an eagerness to 
extend God’s love in welcoming our members and guests as 

they come from the parking lots...to the church campus...
to the walk to the sanctuary/classes...and returning to their 
cars.  

Our Frontline Ministry team serves at both the 8 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. Sunday services, Th anksgiving Service/
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and special churchwide 
events.

Th ere are currently a total of 14 volunteers serving each 
Sunday with 7 assisting during each worship service.  
You may have noticed that some of the Ushers, Greeters, 
Crosswalk, Parking, and Security attendants are there 
every Sunday!  We are blessed by their commitment and 
dedication to serve the Lord. We truly appreciate all our 
Frontliners for their faithful service!

IF you want to learn more about this ministry, please email 
Janis Saiki at janis.saiki@gmail.com or call Joanne Arakaki 
at 808-455-2011 or email: jarakaki@fb cpearlcity.org.

Frontline Ministry
Outlook 2024



Jesus

What a wonderful celebration of our Lord’s 
Resurrection at FBCPC. We were able to 
see old, familiar, and new faces in person 
since the pandemic. Our members invited 

neighbors, family, and friends to gather for worship, 
fellowship, and activities for the entire family. We were 
able to debut our Children’s Amphitheater as around 
30 of our preschool through elementary-aged students 
gathered for singing led by Matt and Rhysa and some 
exciting, Easter-themed games run by our high school 
and middle school students.

In both our traditional and contemporary services, we 
started our time together by releasing balloons into the 
ceiling of our sanctuary to see a tangible way of what 
the Resurrection entails. Th e songs, prayer, and sermon 
pointed everyone to our Resurrected Savior. In between 
our worship services, we were treated to lots of onolicious 
savory treats like Portuguese bean soup and bacon-

wrapped Lit’l smokies to the delightful sweet creations of 
homemade hot cross buns and bread pudding.

Our church staff  wants to give a special “shout-out” to 
everyone who helped to make our Resurrection Sunday 
a success. We had 3 weekends of building and painting 
the benches for the Amphitheater; our children’s Sunday 
school teachers extended their time of being with the 
children to enable our parents to attend worship service 
without interruption; our worship service Praise and 
Tech teams; the publicity from our Social Media team; 
and the many folks who helped to set-up, clean up, pass 
out postcard invitations to our neighbors, and prayer 
walk the campus and community in preparation for God 
to work mightily in the lives of our people. Great is your 
treasure in heaven! Please join us in prayer that more 
and more folks will join us for in-person worship in the 
weeks to come because it’s great to see everyone again.

He is 

Indeed ! 
RISEN

By Associate Pastor John Lee
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Kia Ora (Aloha) from Auckland! We have now 
been in New Zealand for 16 months, and 
God has richly blessed us in every way. Early 
last year we began serving at a free lunch 

every Wednesday for students at St Paul’s Church. It is 
located right across the street from two major campuses: 
Th e University of Auckland and Auckland University 
of Technology. We have 100-200 students each week. 
From that, we began entertaining students with trips 
to the beach, picnics in the parks, and home-cooked 
meals in our home. Seven months ago, we began a Bible 
Discussion Group in our home on Friday nights. We have 
had almost 40 students visit our group and have averaged 
about ten per week.  

We are literally reaching the world! Our students 
come from China, India, Sri Lanka, Iran, Japan, Korea, 
Bangladesh, Taiwan, Colombia, Zimbabwe, Uganda, 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Samoa, and Germany. Th ese 
students are willing to be loved and are so open to 
fi nding out more about Christianity. On Good Friday, 

we baptized three of the students who attend our Friday 
group.  All three are from China.  

We also are attending and serving at International 
Baptist Church, Central Auckland. Th is church is 
truly international with 24 nations represented in the 
congregation of 110. Pastor Erwin leads the church to 
support us as we seek to make disciples of students so 
they can make disciples wherever they go aft er university. 

Please pray for us as we work with so many diff erent 
cultures and levels of English. We have several students 
who are seriously considering giving their lives to Christ. 

We could not do this without your fi nancial and 
prayerful support. Th ank you so much!! We hope to see 
you in June and give a more personal report of what God 
is doing. 

Blessings,
Rob and Donna Th ommarson

Missions
Around the World The Thommarsons

New Zealand



page 11  /  Apr - Jun 2024  /  The Pearl



The Pearl   /  Apr - Jun 2024  /  page 12

“Th is is why I left  you in Crete, so that you might put what 
remained into order and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you…”—Titus 1:5 ESV

Aloha and warm Pacifi c greetings to you our dear 
brothers and sisters at First Baptist Church of Pearl 
City. Th ank you for your generosity and prayerful 

support in enabling me to continue my seminary studies. I 
am currently studying at the Sydney Missionary and Bible 
College (Australia) and upon completion of my studies, I 
hope to help re-establish a theological education for our 
pastors and leaders. Th ere is a huge need for pastors to 
fi ll in the vacant positions in some of our churches, but 
with no opportunities for training available locally, we feel 
under-equipped for the huge task before us. 

Apart from being a full-time pastor at Namadi Heights 
Baptist Church, I have also been traveling across other 
Pacifi c islands training preachers on how to preach God’s 
word faithfully and relevantly. 

Fiji and the other islands in the South Pacifi c have a lot of 

similarities with the island of Crete where Titus was sent. 
Th e cultural infl uence oft en overrides everything. Th e 
Cretans were known as liars, evil beasts, and lazy gluttons 
(Titus 1:12). And the church in Crete had people who were 
insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers (Titus 1:10). 
Th e culture of Crete had infl uenced the church, so the 
Apostle Paul suggested that the solution to this problem 
was to appoint good leaders in the church. If the church in 
Crete was to infl uence their culture, then it needed godly, 
Christ-centered leadership. Similarly, if we are to have 
healthy churches in Fiji and the South Pacifi c, then we 
need godly, Christ-centered leadership in our churches. 
To develop these leaders, we are in desperate need of a 
training center to equip them. 

Th e government can only allow us to operate if we have 
the accredited training, which is why I am studying 
through an Australian accredited institution. Mahalo for 
your partnership in the gospel. 

Pastor Tuks (Pio Nakesu and Namadi Heights Baptist 
Church)

Missions
Around the World

Pastor Tuks

Fiji
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Thank you to First Baptist Church Pearl City for the use 
of your facilities and a big mahalo to the numerous 
volunteers who served at Deaf Camp III in various 

capacities. 

You have made a tremendous impact through Deaf Camp, and 
you may never see its result, however, I would like to share 
something that a friend shared with me.  She is the only deaf 
person in her family, and aft er the death of both parents, she 
had to hire an interpreter to have an in-depth discussion with 
her hearing brother to discuss important family matters.  Her 
hearing brother did not sign, communication was limited, and 
as a result, they did not have a close relationship growing up.  
Aft er the death of both parents, the relationship became even 
tenser. 

Some of the kids who came to camp come from families where 
there is one deaf child.  One mom shared that she was inspired 
to become more American Sign Language (ASL) fl uent so 
that she can have a better relationship with her deaf daughter.  
Some hearing kids at camp were frustrated with being in an 
environment where ASL is the main communication language 
and realized that their deaf siblings will never hear, but they 
can learn to communicate with them.  Th is is huge and will 
make a long-term impact!  
We continue to build relationships at each camp with the kids 
and their parents and have opportunities to pray with and for 
these families.   
 
At this camp, we had a professional cook from Tennessee 
who graduated from culinary school and volunteered to teach 
cooking classes. Each camper had a gift  of a cooking kit with 
recipes that he or she learned and can practice their skills at 
home. 

Reaching deaf kids and adults in Hawaii has been very diffi  cult 
-- we had 11 kids at camp, many are siblings.  Th is will be a 
long-term commitment as we build trust and relationships with 
deaf families.  We live in a broken world; many parents are very 
leery of who they can trust with their children -- much more so 
for deaf parents. 

We have had several new deaf and hearing adult volunteers 
with ASL skills at this camp. Some are non-church members, 
and they are hearing the gospel message through the Bible 
stories, testimonies, songs, and craft s while being trained for 
future camps. 

We also appreciate those who were taking ASL classes in 
preparation for the camp. Keep up the great work!  

Kids’ Deaf Camp III
By Grace Poei
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Vacation Bible School 2024

It’s almost summer and time for Vacation Bible School (VBS), fi ve Friday 
nights of activities for children from 4 years old to those completing 6th 
grade. This year’s theme is SCUBA: diving into friendship with God! 

Each night will be fi lled with God’s love shared through Bible stories, music, 
snacks, games, crafts and lots of fun. Register the children in your family and 
neighborhood, beginning May 5th. If you are interested in joining in the fun as 
a helper, see the people at our registration table on Sundays or June Masuno.
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