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There seems to be a lot of hand-wringing about the state of the church in
today. While your faith community might have a different story, the wide-
view, zoomed-out picture of the American church is, to some, alarming. As
you can read in the resources below, there’s no shortage of data pointing
to downward trends in terms of church attendance and membership.
Such statistics prompt some to ask, “is the church dying?”

While the answer is complicated, Christianity is no stranger to death. In
Mark Regele’s book, Death of the Church, he writes: “At the core of Jesus’
message is the insistence that unless there is first a death, there can be no
life” (1995). Martin Luther wrote in his Large Catechism that Christian life
“is nothing else than a daily Baptism, once begun and ever continued”
where our old selves die through repentance and rise as new people.

Death of the Church?
What’s Happening? What’s Next?

The Apostle Paul wrote that we are buried with Jesus by baptism so we
might walk in “newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Jesus said “...unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit.” (John 12:24).

In short, Christians are “death and resurrection” people. Every day is a
death and resurrection day. What does this mean for the church?

QUESTIONS TO PONDER

Did you have a church growing up? What was it (the commuinity, the
building, the activities, the message) like? How has your church experience
changed? Have you ever been part of a church that closed? Have you been
part of a new church (or ministry) start-up ? Where have you experienced
new life in your faith communities? Are you worried about the future of the
(oryour) church? Have you ever experienced a “death” that led to new life?
Is the chruch “dying”? Transforming? Remodeling? Reforming? How?

BIBLE BASICS

As you think about why the Christian church is experiencing a decline, take
a look at some of these Biblical resources.

o - The Apostle Paul describes new life in Christ.
o —In Christ there is a new creation

o - Browse it. The story of the church.

o - Avision of a new everything. Who wins?
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+6%3A1-14&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5%3A16-21&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-5&version=NRSV

ESSENTIAL READINGS and LISTENINGS

A 2009 Christian Science Monitor opinion by Michael Spencer, predicting “a
major collapse of evangelical Christianity.” How has it come true, or not?

When author Mark Twain learned that a newspaper had prematurely
published his obituary, Twain replied, “The reports of my death are greatly
exaggerated.” Bob Burney asks whether the same is true about the church,
in a column from November, 2007.

A Guideposts interview with the late Rachel Held Evans exploring why
millennials (born 1981-1996-ish) have lost interest in the churches in which
they were raised, and why the church’s “death” might be a good thing.

An 2014 article by Carol Howard Merit. How does your church reflect the
time and context of your surroundings? (Or not?)

Psychologist Jean Twenge looks into religious decline. Her findings?
Rampant individualism is at the root of corroding communities of faith.

BONUS READINGS (for the nerds...)

Check out this summary and commentary by Kevin Neuner on Phyllis
Tickle’s theory that the church reshuffles itself every 500 years. What does
this mean for us? What’s the relationship between church and culture?

Prebyterian Tim Keller writes in The Atlantic ways church (re)growth can
happen, and suggests some ways to attend to them. (Note: article possibly
behind paywall, limited free reads.)

The Pew Research Center predicts a steady decline in religious affiliation,
resulting in Christians making up fewer than half of the US population in
just a few decades.
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ED

We at Brewed Theology claim no authorship or ownership of suggested readings, the links provided, or their host websites. Links below
connect to their original sources. If a link is broken, please contact your facilitator or report it to brewedtheology@gmail.com.
Homework readings are proven (at least in our minds) to boost thoughtfulness and conversation. While not required, they are highly

suggested.
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https://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2009/0310/p09s01-coop.html
https://virtueonline.org/church-dead
https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/better-living/emotional-and-mental-health/why-are-millennials-leaving-the-church/
https://guideposts.org/positive-living/health-and-wellness/better-living/emotional-and-mental-health/why-are-millennials-leaving-the-church/
https://day1.org/articles/5d9b820ef71918cdf200388c/carol_howard_merritt_boomer_denominations
https://day1.org/articles/5d9b820ef71918cdf200388c/carol_howard_merritt_boomer_denominations
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/blog/our-changing-culture/201505/the-real-reason-religion-is-declining-in-america
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/blog/our-changing-culture/201505/the-real-reason-religion-is-declining-in-america
https://vialogue.wordpress.com/2008/04/27/the-great-emergence-phyllis-tickles-500-year-rummage-sale/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/02/christianity-secularization-america-renewal-modernity/672948/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/02/christianity-secularization-america-renewal-modernity/672948/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/09/13/modeling-the-future-of-religion-in-america/

