Worship Service ~ September 13, 2026, 9:00
16" Sunday after Pentecost

VISION: Be the body of Christ:
welcoming all, inspired by God, and sent out to live our Faith.
MISSION: Led by the Spirit to share God's grace.

Today’s Worship Broadcast is in honor of
Laurie and Rich Olson’s Wedding Anniversary.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OPENING SONG AMAZING GRACE/MY CHAINS ARE GONE
Words and Music by John Newton, Chris Tomlin and Louie Giglio (c) 2006
worshiptogether.com Songs/sixsteps Music. CCLI License #806083.

INVOCATION

L: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin. Silence for Reflection

L: Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn
our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the
way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

L: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Let us prayer.

C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts
that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRAYER LAB MINUTE

R: A reading from Romans.

Romans 14:1-9
'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. *Some believe in eating anything, while
the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. *Who are you to
pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

*Some judge one day to be better than another, while others
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. °Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while
those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might
be Lord of both the dead and the living.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #172 HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH

R: A Gospel reading from the 18" chapter of Matthew.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 18:21-35
2T At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many
times do | forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?”

2 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven.

22 “The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to
square accounts with his servants. As he got under way, one servant
was brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred
thousand dollars. He couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man,



along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the
slave market.

227“The poor wretch threw himself at the king’s feet and begged,
‘Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.” Touched by his plea, the
king let him off, erasing the debt.

28“The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon
one of his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him
by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay up. Now!

2931 “The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a
chance and I'll pay it all back.” But he wouldn’t do it. He had him
arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other
servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a
detailed report to the king.

323 “The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant! |
forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t
you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked
for mercy?’ The king was furious and put the screws to the man
until he paid back his entire debt. And that’s exactly what my Father
in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn’t forgive
unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy.”

R: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor John Klawiter

SONG OF THE DAY  ELW #606 OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED
(O SACRED HEAD hymntune) stz 1, 2, 3

MUSICAL OFFERING  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” -arr.
Jack Schrader; Faith Choir; Alan Ball, piano; Linda Ek, director

You can give online by scanning the QR code.
Cash/Checks can be put in the secure offering boxes by
the exits or placed in the offering plate. Thank you for
giving to Faith!

Refrain

Lord, listen to your children praying,

Lord, send your Spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to your children praying,

Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

Something's gonna happen like the world has never known,

when the people of the Lord get down to pray;

A door's gonna swing open, and the walls come a-tumbling down,
when the people of the Lord get down to pray.  Refrain

You're gonna know it when the Lord stretches out His hand,
when the people of the Lord get down to pray;

There's gonna be a brand new song of vict'ry in this land,
when the people of the Lord get down to pray.  Refrain



OFFERTORY  ELW #184 LET THE VINEYARDS

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

HOLY COMMUNION

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION You are invited to come forward at the
direction of the ushers to receive communion.
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COMMUNION MUSIC “Forgive Us”  Music by Hannah Rand. Lyrics by
Lenora Rand. © 2017 Plural Guild Music ASCAP As recorded by The Many

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

BLESSING

The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD's face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you, The LORD look upon you with favor,

*+ and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW #482 | COME WITH JOY stz 1, 2,3
DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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