St.John's A &
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WORTHINGTON

To Grow, Heal, and Serve
Week of October 4, 2026

Ways to Grow

Episcopal 102: Stump the Priest

Episcopal 101 participants asked so many good questions that Gia didn't have time
to answer them all during the series. So we'll set aside a Sunday just for that! Bring
the questions you have about what this means at St. John's or why Episcopalians do
that, and Gia will do her best to respond. We'll gather at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday,
October 11. Nursery care, Godly Play, and Youth Roundtable are offered at the
same time.

Upcoming Dates for Baptism

St. John's will celebrate the sacrament of Baptism on All Saints Sunday, November
1, and also at Bishop White's visitation on Sunday, November 8. Preparation
involves meeting with a priest for about an hour. If you are interested in Baptism for
yourself or your child, please speak with Gia or David. The deadline for the
November 8 date is October 10 so that we can get information to Bishop White's
office; for November 1, the deadline is October 20.

Ways to Heal

Thank You for Giving Blood, Saving Lives, and Welcoming Visitors!

St. John’s hosted a community blood drive on Sunday, September 27, with Versiti
Blood Center, the main blood supplier for the Ohio State University Wexner Centers
and The James Cancer Center. We don’t have the ‘official count’ yet, but | believe
our blood drive yielded 7 whole blood units and 1 double red blood cell unit, for a
total of 9 units of blood. Together, these donations could save up to 27 lives! Thank
you to everyone who donated blood, and thank you to the parishioners who served
as door greeters, welcoming our guests and pointing the way to the blood drive.
~Mary Bailey


https://stjohnsworthington.org/
https://stjohnsworthington.org/
https://stjohnsworthington.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/StJohnsEpiscopalChurchWorthingtonOhio
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87648370994?pwd=TGEyUTRZWng0Sm1QclNjZ1BUdVE3dz09#success
https://stjohnsworthington.org/news-updates/events/?parent_category=events&campus=1&month=2025-04&view=list
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Blood Centers

Ways to Serve

Volunteers Needed for Street Church, October 4, 1 p.m.

The first Sunday of each month, St. John's and St. Stephen's (OSU campus) join
forces to prepare and serve about 60 meals to food insecure residents of
Franklinton. On October 4, St. Stephen's will prepare the meal, and we need to
provide 3 or 4 St. John's volunteers to help serve and clean up. If you can help,
please contact Ted Dziemianowicz at ted.dziemianowicz@comcast.net.

October 8th 2026 Friendship Dinner

Thursday, October 8th | 6:00 PM
Join your Worthington neighbors for an evening of good food and fellowship. We
have a special treat this month, a guest gave us 8 pounds of Venison to share so we
will be featuring Venison Meatballs.
Dinner Menu
* Tossed Salad
* Garlic Bread
» Spaghetti and Meatballs
» Seasonal Vegetable
* Anniversary Sheet Cake
Vegan, vegetarian, and allergen friendly options available
No children’s menu this month
Volunteers Needed
We are seeking 9 volunteers:
* 3 for food preparation
« 3 for setup
« 3 for cleanup
Sign up sheet available in the atrium
Questions? Email or text:
e( jbross53@gmail.com
@ (847) 254 1821

The Food Pantry

On September 21, Nick Linkenhofer, Executive Director of the Worthington Resource
Pantry (WRP), sent out an urgent message, parts of which are quoted below:

* “Last week was the busiest we have ever experienced at the Worthington
Resource Pantry. On Wednesday alone, we served a record 282 families.

» “Just a few years ago, serving more than 100 families in a single night would have
been unthinkable. Today, we are serving more people than ever before.

* “At the same time, we are seeing incredible support from our community. People
are donating food, making contributions and asking how they can help. That support
is allowing us to respond to this growing need, and we need it to continue.

* “The most effective way to help right now is by making a financial contribution. Your
gift allows us to use our purchasing power to buy more food and fill our shelves with


mailto:ted.dziemianowicz@comcast.net
mailto:jbross53@gmail.com

the items our neighbors need most.

* “The need is greater than we have ever seen, but this community has continued to
show that it is ready to respond. We need you with us now.

* “Thank you for your support!”

We can support WRP financially at www.worthingtonresourcepantry.org/donate. The
food and toiletry items we place in the baskets in the atrium each week help to fill the
shelves at the WRP and offer some variety in brands or flavors, in addition to the
bulk food WRP purchases from the Mid-Ohio Food Collective. Here are some
suggestions for October, but please always feel free to take advantage of sales and
donate any healthy food items, toiletries, or pet items or make a donation online.
Together we are serving God by serving God’s people.

October 4 — spaghetti; shampoo
October 11 — tuna; diapers (4-6)
October 18 — cereal; pet food

October 25 — peanut butter; toilet paper

~Mary Bailey
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Around St. John's

Email Scam Alert

The latest scam? Fake emailed invitations--Evite, Paperless Post, and so on--that
appear to come from a friend. Several of us at St. John's have received these
messages claiming to be from other parishioners. If you receive an invitation you
were not expecting, check with your friend to confirm that they really did send it. (It's
best to call or text rather than reply to the suspicious message.)

New Contact Information?

If you have a new home address or phone number that needs updated in our system
please email Bella Holdcroft at bellao@stjohnsworthington.org to get this
updated!

Chat SJW (aka Chat St. John’s Worthington) is coming on Oct. 4!

Join us at the Oct. 4 coffee hour to practice talking with and listening to each other
with intention. Listening to and learning about each other is a key part of Invite,
Welcome, Connect (IWC) and building community. At previous Chat SJW'’s we’ve
made some delightful and interesting discoveries about each other and sparked


mailto:bellao@stjohnsworthington.org

some ongoing dialogue with folks we did not know well. Please join us for fun
conversation during coffee hour on Oct. 4.

Questions? Contact Mary Wachtel or Mary Bailey.

Celtic Service Returns October 4 at 4:00 pm

Please join us in the St. John’s atrium at 4 pm Sunday, October 4 to honor All
Creatures Great and Small. We will celebrate our furry, feathery, scaly and leathery
friends with whom we share our earthly home. This is a contemplative service based
on the lona Abbey Worship Book which lasts about 40 minutes and includes music,
meditation, scriptural and poetic tribute to our animal companions. We are asking
you, if possible, to bring a cash contribution which we will use to buy cat and dog
food and deliver to the Worthington Resource Pantry the day following the service.
As with everything else, the cost of feeding pets has gone up this past year. A time of
hospitality always follows our service and we will be happy to see you there!

The Celtic Fellowship
St. John's Annual Potluck Picnic

On Sunday, October 11, from 12:30 to 2:30 PM, St. John’s will be having our Annual
Picnic on the Village Green. St. John’s will provide the hot dogs, hamburgers and
buns, and you are asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share with your fellow
parishioners. Vegan, vegetarian, and allergen friendly options will also be served.
You are invited to join your fellow parishioners for good food, games and fellowship!

We are seeking volunteers at different times for different roles:

 During the 9:00 AM service, we need a couple of volunteers to carry out tables and
chairs needed for the picnic

 During the 11:15 AM service, we need a few volunteers to set up tables, chairs and
the buffet for the picnic

 During the 11:15 AM service, we need 2 volunteers for food preparation

* At 2:30 PM, we need volunteers to help clean up and return the tables and chairs
to the church.

A sign up sheet is available on the table in the atrium for attendance and side dish
sign-up, and a second sign-up sheet is available for volunteers for set-up, food prep
and clean-up. Your help is much appreciated!

NOTE: Allergen labels will be next to the sign up sheet. If you are bringing a dish,
please take a label for each dish and attach it to your dish when you bring it. We had
an incident this year where food got cross-contaminated, and a guest at that meal
had to be rushed to the hospital due to a severe allergic reaction. Please help us
keep our fellow parishioners safe by filling out the allergen label for your potluck
dish.

Questions? Email or text:
jbross53@gmail.com
(847) 254 1821
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Singles Dining Out(side) on October 18

Our October Singles Dining Out is coming up very soon - it will be a potluck lunch at
2:00 pm on Sunday, October 18, at Suzan Jervey’s cabin and shelter house north of
Newark. Suzan says we may arrive whenever we want, with the lunch itself to begin
at 2:00 pm. Please bring a potluck dish of your choosing. Suzan will provide iced
tea, coffee, supplies for s'mores, paper products, serving spoons, tables, and chairs.
The cabin is 50 minutes from the church and is located at 8000 Rocky Fork Rd. NE,
Newark 43055. Carpooling is encouraged! Thanks to the large shelter house, our
Singles Dining Out potluck will be held rain or shine. See below for more info on
getting to Suzan's cabin. To RSVP or clarify directions, contact Suzan Jervey at
sejervey@gmail.com or 614.546.7857.

There is plenty of parking at Suzan's cabin, but we are encouraged to carpool, both
to save gas and to have nice company along the way. Singles Dining Out is an
informal group of St. John’s parishioners and friends, always happy to welcome new
participants. Singles and married individuals who will be attending without their
spouse are welcome to participate, and feel free to invite a friend who is not a
member of St. John’s. Suzan’s cabin is in a beautiful woodsy setting, and we should
be there just in time for some lovely fall colors. We hope you will join us for this fun
afternoon potluck on October 18!

~Mary Bailey

Flowers

Flowers this week are given by Margaret Allen and Emary Spencer in Memory
of Margaret’'s daughter and Emary’s mother, Bonnie Spencer.

Newsletter Submission

Are you looking to submit an article for the newsletter? Click the link below!
Deadlines for the articles are due by Tuesdays at 12 noon and can be sent in
no earlier than Monday of the same week.

Submit Here


mailto:sejervey@gmail.com
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Readings for This Sunday Readings for Next Sunday

Isaiah 5:1-7 Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 80:7-14 Psalm 23
Philippians 3:4b-14 Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 21:33-46 Matthew 22:1-14

Click here for the Lectionary
page

Centering Prayer — Mondays, 1:00 pm. Click this Zoom link (Meeting ID: 865
0593 1410; Passcode: 922699; +13017158592,,86505931410#,,,,*922699#).
If you are interested, contact Teri Foley-Nelson, at
foleynelsonl@shbcglobal.net.

Do You Have Family or Friends Who You Want Included on the Weekly
Prayer List? If so, please contact the office at
Bellao@stjohnsworthington.org or 614-846-5180, with their first names.
Names will remain on the list for three weeks unless there are additional
instructions. If you want longer term prayer by the intercessory prayer group,
please contact Mary Bailey (614-619-1803 or mphbailey.3@gmail.com) or
Jo Pascoe (614-306-7983 or twopas@aol.com).

Pastoral Care Concerns - If you have a pastoral care concern, please
contact one of the clergy. Gia may be reached at 614-846-5180, ext. 302,
220-219-1880, or GiaHM@StJohnsWorthington.org. David may be reached
at 614-846-5180, ext. 308, 220-219-1880 or,
DavidB@stjohnsworthington.org. 220 area code is a local number.

People for whom prayers have been asked

And we pray for:

For our service men and
women and all first

Charlene responders

Rachael (Allow time for others to
Lauren pray)

Scarlet & family

Annette For those who

Clay are unemployed

Jay or underemployed

Caleb (Allow time for others to
John & Kathy pray)

Ellen

Brenda For all who experience fear
Katie or exclusion

Paul (Allow time for others to
George pray)

Heather & Jerry

Jean For those in prison or
Frank bondage - in body or spirit
Jenny (Allow time for others to

Eric pray)

Bella


https://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83039514917?pwd=WZM6L1ICDO3shGcE6TDZS9XDyKtzkq.1
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mailto:Bellao@stjohnsworthington.org
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For peace and for all those
who suffer from war,
including the people of
Ukraine, Sudan,
Afghanistan, Armenia,
Israel, Palestine, Lebanon,
Iran, Venezuela and all
places of conflict in the
world.

Parish Cycle of Prayer

Bill and Shari Schwartz

Cecilia Shanahan and Wyatt Shimeall and family
Kim and Pete Sharp

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
St. Christopher's, Fairborn
Procter Center Advisory Board

We Give Thanks
For the people of St. John’s and for their ministries
For the life of Bonnie Spencer

The Departed
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