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AS WE GATHER - WE ARE ALWAYS OF GOOD COURAGE

Once again, the Word of God in our ears this day speaks of the glorious and happy goal that God’s
salvation promises to all who believe in His saving mercy, grace, and love. From of old, the Lord
has promised a secure future in His presence both now and especially in the eternity of life in the
resurrection. Though we experience the weakness and maybe even dread of growing old, by faith
we are like firm trees planted by the strength of God. That faith is the very creation of God the Holy
Spirit, which grows and remains strong regardless of our circumstances. So even though we
become discouraged at times, our confidence is always renewed by God as we remain steadfast in
connection with His mighty Word.

+ PREPARATION +
ENTER HIS GATES (video)

Make a joyful noise all you lands, Serve the Lord with gladness, Clap your hands,
Come into His presence, singing, For He is our maker and our King.

So enter His gates with thanksgiving. Enter His courts with praise.
For the Lord, He is able, To be faithful through all our generations.

Know ye the Lord, He is good. It is He who made us, no man could.
He is the Shepherd, we His sheep. | know the Lord watches over me.

So enter His gates with thanksgiving. Enter His courts with praise.
For the Lord, He is able, To be faithful through all our generations,
To be faithful in all our situations, To be faithful through all our generations.

So enter His gates with thanksgiving. Enter His courts with praise.
For the Lord, He is able, To be faithful through all our generations.
(repeat section)

To be faithful in all our situations, To be faithful through all our generations.

Words and music by Joel Chernoff
© 1988 Messianic Publishing; Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing
Used by Permission. CCLI License #21962537

INVOCATION

PJIn the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
BAmen.

OPENING SENTENCES 2 Corinthians 5:1; Psalm 1:1-2

P)We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building
from God,

@a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.



(P)Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, . . .
@@but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates day and
night.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P)Let us prepare to receive God’s strengthening of our faith this day as we confess our
weakness and sin.

@Merciful God, we confess to You our discouragements; all our sins of thought,
word, and deed; and the inward groaning of our souls. For the sake of Your
Son’s own bitter suffering and death on behalf of all, grant us forgiveness and
the strength of renewed faith that we may live today as joyful citizens of heaven.

P)You are the planting and the harvest of the Lord. I, by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

HBAmen.
+ WORD +
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SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(L)Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BAmen.
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 17:22-24
22Thus says the Lord Gob: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar
and will set it out. | will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and
| myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 220On the mountain height of Israel
will | plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar.
And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every
sort will nest. 2*And all the trees of the field shall know that | am the LORD; | bring low



the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry
tree flourish. | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:1-17
"We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we
groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not
be found naked. *For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not
that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. °He who has prepared us for this very thing is
God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord, “for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good
courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. '"°For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is
due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

"Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is
known to God, and | hope it is known also to your conscience. "We are not
commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that
you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about
what is in the heart. "®For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right
mind, it is for you. "For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded
this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; "and he died for all, that those
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and
was raised.

'From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34
[P)The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
¥Glory to You, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.
2"He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not
how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in
the ear. 2°But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest
has come.”

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall
we use for it? 3t is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is
the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 3?yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes
larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the
air can make nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it.
3*He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

[PJThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
@Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON

APOSTLES' CREED

@I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING & VIDEO (At this time, please fill out the attendance sheet in the colored
bulletin and place in the offering plate. Also at this time, on the back of the attendance
slip, please refresh your thoughts or read what we believe, as you prepare to come to
receive the Lord’s Body & Blood or as you come forward to receive a blessing.)
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(L)Let us pray. We pray, O Lord, for Your holy church throughout the world. As at
creation You spoke and it was created, so by Your mighty Word spoken into the hearts
and through the witness of prophets and apostles, Your church has grown over all the
earth throughout the ages. Continue to speak Your blessing and power to and through
all pastors and teachers, and inspire the shared witness of all Your people to the joy
and salvation of many people. Lord, in Your mercy,

@hear our prayer.

(LJAs nations continue to be disrupted by conflicts, wars, and rumors of wars, send
leaders who know and desire the ways of peace. Grant unity of purpose especially to
our country that we may live in peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

@hear our prayer.

(LJFor all Your people here present who have received Your blessed Word, grant the
increase of faith and confidence to know that You bless us with Your promise of
eternal life both now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

@hear our prayer.



(L)Hear our prayers for all who are in trouble, adversity, need, sickness, or fear of death.
Touch each one who calls on You with Your healing and steady hand, and give them
courage even in their trials. Lord, in Your mercy,

@hear our prayer.

(LJRemembering all Your saints, the faithful who have gone before us, especially those
most dear to us, keep us in firm faith all our days with the joyous prospect of the day
of resurrection and life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,

@hear our prayer.

([LInto Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

dAmen.
+ SACRAMENT +
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Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223

PREFACE
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

[PJIt is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P)Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
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and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
BAmen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

[P)As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

dAmen. Come, Lord Jesus.

PJO Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

@Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
(PIThe peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS +

GOOD GOOD FATHER (video)

Oh, I've heard a thousand stories of what they think You're like
But I've heard the tender whisper of love in the dead of night

And You tell me that You're pleased
And that I'm never alone

You're a Good, Good Father. It's who You are.
It's who You are. It's who You are. And I'm loved by You. It's who | am.
It's who | am. It's who | am

Oh and I've seen many searching for answers far and wide
But | know we're all searching
For answers only You provide.
Cause You know just what we need Before we say a word

You're a Good, Good Father. It's who You are.
It's who You are. It's who You are.

And I'm loved by You. It's who | am.

It's who | am. It's who | am.

Cause You are perfect in all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways

You are perfect in all of Your ways to us.
(repeat section)

Oh, it's love so undeniable; I, | can hardly speak
Peace so unexplainable; I, | can hardly think

As You call me deeper still, As You call me deeper still
As You call me deeper still, Into love, love, love



You're a Good, Good Father. It's who You are.
It's who You are. It's who You are.
And I'm loved by You. It's who | am.

It's who | am. It's who | am
(repeat section twice)

You're a Good, Good Father; You are perfect in all of Your ways
It's who You are. It's who You are. It's who You are

And I'm loved by You; You are perfect in all of Your ways

It's who | am. It's who | am. It's who | am

Words and music by Anthony Brown, Pat Barrett. © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon; Common Hymnal Digital; Housefires Sounds;
Rising Springs Music; Tony Brown Publishing Designee; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs.

Used by Permission. CCLI License #21962537

GREAT ARE YOU LORD (video)

You give life, You are love You bring light to the darkness
You give hope, You restore every heart that is broken
And great are You, Lord

It's Your breath in our lungs So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs So we pour out our praise to You only

You give life, You are love You bring light to the darkness
You give hope, You restore Every heart that is broken
And great are You, Lord

It's Your breath in our lungs So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise

It's Your breath in our lungs So we pour out our praise to You only
(repeat section)

All the earth will shout Your praise Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing

Great are You, Lord
(repeat section twice)

It's Your breath in our lungs So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs So we pour out our praise to You only
(repeat section)

Words and music by David Leonard,Jason Ingram,Leslie Jordan
© 2012 Open Hands Music; So Essential Tunes; Integrity's Praise! Music; Little Way Creative
Used by Permission. CCLI License #21962537



THE DISMISSAL

(PIThe body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart + in peace.

BAmen.
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BENEDICTION

(PIThe Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
BAmen.

I'LL FLY AWAY! (video)

1 Some glad morning when this life is o'er, [l'll fly away;
To a home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away.
I'll fly away, Oh Glory I'll fly away;
When | die, Hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away.
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2 When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away;
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I'll fly away.
I'll fly away, Oh Glory I'll fly away;
When | die, Hallelujah, by and by, [I'll fly away.

3 Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away;
To a land where joy shall never end, I'll fly away.
I'll fly away, Oh Glory I'll fly away;

When | die, Hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away.

Words and Music by Albert E. Brumley

Words: 1932 Hartford Music Company. Renewed 1960 Albert E. Brumley And Sons; Music: 1932
Hartford Music Company. Renewed 1960 Albert E. Brumley And Sons

Used by Permission. CCLI License #21962537
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