
Men’s Study Discussion Guide 

Big Idea 

In a world filled with visible displays of power and success, God calls His people to resist both worship 
and despair by trusting the hidden yet sovereign rule of the true King of Kings, Jesus Christ. 

 

Scripture Focus 

Esther 1:1–8 

Key verse: 

“For a full 180 days he displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and glory of his 
majesty.” (v.4) 

 

Detailed Sermon Summary 

During the season of Lent, this sermon traces the story of redemption through biblical “garden 
moments.” Humanity began in the Garden of Eden where sin entered the world, and redemption 
culminates in another garden where Christ defeated sin through His death and resurrection. Between 
these two gardens, Scripture repeatedly reveals God at work in unexpected places. In this message, the 
focus shifts to the royal garden of a pagan king in the book of Esther. 

Unlike many biblical books, Esther never explicitly mentions God. There are no miracles, visions, 
prophetic speeches, or direct references to repentance or the law. Yet God’s presence is felt throughout 
the story. Though His name is absent, His sovereignty quietly governs every event. 

The sermon begins by examining King Xerxes, ruler of the Persian Empire from 486–465 BC. His empire 
stretched across 127 provinces from India to Cush, making it the largest empire the world had yet seen. 
Persia possessed immense wealth, advanced communication systems, vast armies, and multiple capital 
cities. Xerxes inherited this power from his father Darius and grandfather Cyrus the Great. 

Esther opens not with God but with human power on full display. Xerxes hosts a massive 180-day 
celebration followed by a seven-day feast held in the enclosed garden of his palace in Susa. These royal 
gardens were not merely places of beauty or retreat. Historically, powerful rulers cultivated gardens as 
symbols of dominion over nature and humanity alike. 

The detailed description of the garden emphasizes overwhelming luxury: blue and white linens, purple 
royal fabrics, marble pillars, golden couches, silver fixtures, mosaic floors of precious stones, and golden 
goblets overflowing with wine. Everything communicates authority, abundance, and supremacy. Xerxes 
intends to demonstrate that he alone possesses ultimate power. 

For those attending—especially conquered peoples living in exile—the experience would have produced 
two powerful temptations. 



The first temptation was worship. Surrounded by unimaginable wealth and military might, observers 
could easily believe that true authority belonged to this king and empire. Allegiance, hope, and trust 
might naturally shift toward visible power. 

The second temptation was despair. Those who remembered Jerusalem’s modest temple or their 
scattered homeland might have wondered whether their God truly ruled at all. Compared to Persia’s 
splendor, faith could appear small and powerless. 

The sermon argues that these same temptations exist today. Political leaders, cultural influencers, 
wealthy elites, and even ordinary individuals display success through wealth, achievement, or status. 
Sociologists describe this impulse as “peacocking”—presenting oneself in ways designed to attract 
admiration and authority. Whether through possessions, careers, or reputation, people often attempt to 
project control and greatness. 

Believers therefore face the same twin dangers: to worship worldly power or to despair when faith 
appears weak in comparison. 

Into this tension comes the hidden sovereignty of God. 

Long before Xerxes ruled, the prophet Daniel foretold that a wealthy Persian king would arise and stir up 
conflict against Greece. Historical records confirm that the lavish feast of Esther 1 occurred as Xerxes 
prepared his massive military campaign against the Greeks. The celebration functioned as political 
propaganda to rally support for war. 

Yet history reveals the deeper irony. Xerxes’ enormous army ultimately suffered humiliating defeat against 
the Greek city-states. When Jewish readers encountered Esther, they already knew this outcome. The 
grandeur described in chapter one becomes satire in hindsight. The man who claimed ultimate authority 
could not secure victory despite unmatched resources. 

This reversal exposes the true ruler of history. Even when God appears absent, He remains sovereign over 
nations, leaders, and events. Empires rise and fall according to His purposes. 

The sermon ultimately points to the greater gospel reversal fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Xerxes exalted 
himself as king of kings, displayed wealth, and demanded allegiance. Christ, by contrast, left heavenly 
glory, became a servant, and conquered not by shedding the blood of enemies but by shedding His own 
blood on the cross. 

True authority belongs not to rulers who grasp power but to the Son of God who humbled Himself for 
redemption. 

Therefore, when believers encounter worldly power today—whether political, cultural, or economic—
they are called neither to worship nor to despair. Instead, they trust the risen Christ who declares, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions 

1. What stands out to you about the description of Xerxes’ royal garden and feast? 

2. Why do visible displays of wealth or influence so easily capture human attention and loyalty? 

3. Which temptation do you experience more often: worshiping worldly success or despairing when 
faith seems small? 

4. Where do you see modern examples of “peacocking” or displays of power in culture today? 

5. How does knowing God works, even when unseen, strengthen your faith? 

6. Why did God chose to reveal His sovereignty in Esther without ever mentioning His name? 

7. How does Jesus redefine what true power looks like compared to Xerxes? 

8. Where might God be quietly at work in your life right now even if you cannot clearly see it? 

Living It Out - Use these practices during the week to apply the message: 

1. Identify Your Allegiance 

Ask yourself honestly where you are tempted to place ultimate trust—in political systems, financial 
security, reputation, or personal achievement. 

2. Resist Comparison 

Limit time spent measuring your life against others’ success, influence, or possessions. Thank God daily 
for what He has entrusted to you. 

3. Practice Hidden Faithfulness 

Choose one act of obedience this week that no one else will notice. Remember that God works 
powerfully through unseen faithfulness. 

4. Replace Anxiety With Worship 

When news or cultural events cause fear or frustration, pause to pray and remind yourself that Christ 
rules history. 

5. Service Challenge — Quiet Acts of Kingdom Service 

Because God often works through hidden faithfulness, intentionally serve someone this week in a 
way that reflects Christ’s humble kingship rather than public recognition. 

Consider: 

• Encouraging someone who feels overlooked or discouraged. 

• Performing a practical act of help for a neighbor, coworker, or church member without drawing 
attention to yourself. 

• Writing a note or making a call to someone who may feel forgotten. 


