
Affordable Housing Listening Session #3: August 24, 2025 

1. The FUMCSD sanctuary is an example of mid-century modern architecture. Please check 
the box that indicates how important you think it is to reflect the same architecture. 

a. Low 
b. Medium 
c. High 

 
2. We want to be good stewards of the earth. And using green design & construction practices 

can save tenants money. One study found that green-certified apartment communities used 
40% less energy than those built to code, saving tenants an average of $54 per month. With 
that in mind, please rank the following (1=highest importance): 

a. Solar panels 
b. Solar heating/cooling 
c. Tree planting  
d. EV charging area 
e. Car-share program (like Zip Car) 
f. Low-water landscaping, focusing on native plants to support local fauna 
g. Minimize CNG use 
h. Lighting: LEDs, minimizing night-sky interference 
i. Fight consumerism: Tool “lending library”, “regular” library (magazines, books, DVDs, 

cookbooks), Maker space (sewing, crafting, 3D printer, etc.)  
 

3. Do we also want our neighbors to have amenities that FUMCSD might share? Please rank 
the following (1=highest) in terms of what you think makes the most sense for shared 
amenities: 

a. Fire pit & BBQ area, with outdoor seating areas 
b. Recreation area: “Flex court” for basketball / volleyball / pickleball court 
c. Pet area 
d. Green space with native plants (e.g. pollinator garden) for reflection & contemplation 
e. Heated pool 
f. Sauna 
g. Roof deck / community garden 
h. Community meeting room 
i. Exercise room (yoga, stretching, etc.) 
j. Mini herb & kitchen garden areas around the property  

 

 

 

 

https://www.housingfinance.com/news/green-building-saves_o#:%7E:text=Keys%20saves%20about%20$200%20a,$1%2C000%20per%20apartment%2C%20he%20said.


How Our Property Is Currently Being Used 

 



 



Parking Has Eaten American Cities  
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/parking-has-eaten-american-cities  

A study documents the huge amount of space taken up by parking, and the astronomical costs it represents, in 
five U.S. cities. 

CityLab | Richard Florida 
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Parking eats up an incredible amount of space and costs America’s cities an extraordinary amount of money. 
That’s the main takeaway of a study that looks in detail at parking in five U.S. cities: New York, Philadelphia, 
Seattle, Des Moines, and Jackson, Wyoming. 

The study, by Eric Scharnhorst of the Research Institute for Housing America (which is affiliated with the 
Mortgage Bankers of America), uses data from satellite images, the U.S. Census, property tax assessment 
offices, city departments of transportation, parking authorities, and geospatial maps like Google Maps to 
generate inventories of parking for these five cities. (The inventories include on-street parking spaces, off-
street surface parking lots, and off-street parking structures.) 

It not only estimates the total number of parking spaces in these cities and their overall estimated replacement 
costs, but develops interesting metrics such as parking spaces per acre, parking spaces per household, and 
parking costs per household—as well as providing maps of parking densities across these cities. 

In sum, it provides additional empirical confirmation for parking guru Donald Shoup’s idea that American cities 
devote far too much space and far too many resources to parking. 

https://getpocket.com/explore/item/parking-has-eaten-american-cities
https://www.mba.org/Documents/18806_Research_RIHA_Parking_Report%20(1).pdf
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2018/05/parking-is-sexy-now-thank-donald-shoup/560876/


 

Scharnhorst finds that there are more than 2 million parking spaces in Philadelphia, 1.85 million in New York, 
1.6 million each in Seattle and Des Moines, and just over 100,000 in tiny Jackson, which has a population of 
about 10,000. 

Parking takes up a huge amount of space: Jackson has more than 50 parking spaces per acre, 25 times its 
residential density of just two households per acre. Jackson has a whopping 27 parking spaces for each of its 
households. 

 



Jackson: parking density map. Photo by Scharnhorst, Research Institute for Housing America, May 2018. 

Des Moines has nearly 30 parking spaces per acre, roughly 20 times its residential density (1.5 households per 
acre). Seattle also has roughly 30 parking spaces per acre, more than five times its residential density (5.7 
households per acre). So there are more than 5 parking spaces for every household in Seattle. 

 

Seattle: parking density map. Photo by Scharnhorst, Research Institute for Housing America, May 2018. 

Philadelphia has 25 parking spaces per acre, almost four times the city’s household density of 6.8 per acre. 
New York is the only city in the study that has fewer parking spaces per acre than households: 10 spaces 
compared to 16 households. That works out to slightly more than half a parking space (0.6) for each 
household. (New York also has the highest share of transit commuters in the U.S.) 



 

New York: parking density map. Photo by Scharnhorst, Research Institute for Housing America, May 2018. 

Parking also sucks up a lot of resources in the five cities. Measured in terms of replacement, it costs more than 
$35 billion in Seattle, $20 billion in New York, $17.5 billion in Philadelphia, $6 billion in Des Moines, and $711 
million in Jackson. 

These figures are more staggering when tallied in per-household terms. Parking eats up almost $200,000 per 
household in Jackson, more than $100,000 in Seattle, and over $75,000 in Des Moines. It is a bit less in 
Philadelphia and New York: roughly $30,000 in Philly, and a meager $6,570 in New York. 

America devotes far too many of its precious resources to parking.  This is especially troubling given 
that driving is in decline. For example, the share of Seattle households with a car has fallen for the first time in 
at least 40 years, and the percentage of U.S. high school seniors with a driver’s license is at “a record low”—
down from 85.3 percent in 1996 to 71.5 percent in 2015. Meanwhile, ride-sharing is up, and cities and real 
estate developers are striving to reduce parking requirements. 

Joni Mitchell famously sang: “They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.” It’s time we reclaim our cities 
from car storage and use the space for what we need more of, from housing and bike lanes to sidewalk cafes 
and parks. 

Richard Florida is a co-founder and editor at large of CityLab and a senior editor at The Atlantic. He is a 
university professor in the University of Toronto’s School of Cities and Rotman School of Management, and a 
distinguished fellow at New York University’s Schack Institute of Real Estate and visiting fellow at Florida 
International University. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/01/the-decline-of-the-drivers-license/425169/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/seattle-has-reversed-a-decades-long-trend-of-car-ownership-and-millennials-are-the-reason/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/many-teens-dont-want-get-drivers-license
https://www.citylab.com/authors/richard-florida/

