
First Church is a community growing  
in grace and reaching out with love.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS
With joy we welcome your presence today, wherever you are.  

Please join us as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship together.  

Register Your Attendance

Welcome

Words of Inspiration
“Twenty-five years ago people could be excused for not knowing much, 

or doing much, about climate change. Today we have no excuse.” ~ Desmond Tutu

Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Brenda Martin, piano; Sarah Amos, Director of Music Ministries 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750); arr. Myra Hess (1890-1965)
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• Call to Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         Dione Taylor, Liturgist

All of nature reflects the glory of God and unveils God’s presence! 
Christ appears in wondrous moments and brings peace to our fears. 
Even so, we ignore God’s presence and doubt Christ’s peace. 
Yet, the Resurrection is full of hope and the foundation of belief. 
The wonders of God are limitless, and the truth of our faith is clear. 
Our God is an awesome God. Death is not Final. Christ lives in us and through us. 

TO OFFER OUR PRAISE

• Hymn of Celebration #304: Easter People, Raise Your Voices

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

• Invitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                Rev. Dr. Hannah Ka

• Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, we have broken your law,  
    we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,  
    and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

• Words of Assurance
Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. 
In the Name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the Name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen.
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• Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

A Time with Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Rev. Brittany Juliette Hanlin

TO HEAR THE WORD

• Prayer for Illumination

Holy God,  
In the reading of the scriptures, may Your Word be heard. 
In the meditations of our hearts, may Your Word be known. 
In the faithfulness of our lives, may Your Word be shown. 
Amen.

Scripture Lesson: Romans 1:20-23; John 20:19, 24-25

The word of God for the People of God: thanks be to God.

Sermon: “Creation Care – Life After Death: The Need to Believe” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Rev. Trudy D. Robinson

TO RENEW COMMITMENT

Faith in Action

Offertory Anthem  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Chancel Choir; Brian Woods-Lustig, Director 
Grant Unto Us Thy Peace 
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Grant us Thy peace, Almighty Lord 
O Source of ev’ry blessing! 
We cannot keep Thy saving Word 
Unless Thy peace possessing. 
Thy peace O give 
By which we live. 
(Martin Luther)

• Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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TO GIVE THANKS

• The Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Lord be with you: and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts: we lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: it is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God’s act of salvation and concludes:

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

The pastor concludes with: 
…in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the Trinity, concluding:

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread & Cup
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Communion Hymn: We Walk by Faith

Prayer After Holy Communion

Resurrected Christ, you have set the table before us and feed us with your grace. 
Who we have been, what we have done, and how we have failed is no secret to you.  
Yet you welcome us with your body, hear our prayers with your love, 
    and answer our confessions with your grace.  
We thank you for your deep and irreplaceable hope. 
May we use the gift of this meal and the presence of your love 
   to make all things new. Amen.

TO DISPERSE IN MISSION

• Hymn of Consecration #317: O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing (vs. 1, 6-9)

• Benediction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           Rev. Trudy D. Robinson

Postlude  
Toccata Giocosa 

Gilbert Martin (b. 1941)
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KEEP IN TOUCH

Connect with the First Church community here!

Worship online: each week via www.fumcsd.org/watch-live or subscribe to our YouTube channel,  
www.youtube.com/@FirstChurchSanDiego.

Drop in early or stay online late to catch upcoming events in our pre- and post-worship announcements loop.

Stay up to date with all the happenings via the weekly eNEWS. To subscribe visit www.fumcsd.org/enews  
or text FUMCSDNEWS to 22828.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SAN DIEGO • IN MISSION SINCE 1869 

2111 CAMINO DEL RIO SOUTH • SAN DIEGO, CA 92108

REV. TRUDY D. ROBINSON, REV. BRITTANY JULIETTE HANLIN, REV. DR. HANNAH KA 

619-297-4366 • fumcsd.org • MAIL@FUMCSD.ORG

A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

FIRST CHURCH WELCOMES YOU IF…
You are single, married, divorced, gay, transgender, filthy rich, dirt poor, o no habla inglés,

You are a crying newborn, skinny as a rail or could afford to lose a few pounds,

You can sing like Aretha Franklin or cannot carry a tune in a bucket,

You’re “just browsing”, just woke up, or you just got out of jail,

You’ve been a Methodist your whole life or haven’t been in church except for your little niece’s baptism years ago,

You’ve got an AARP card but have yet to grow up, or you’re a teenager growing up, too fast.

We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, tree huggers, latte-sippers, vegans, junk-food eaters.

We welcome those who are in recovery or struggling with addiction.

We welcome you if you’re having problems, or if you’re down in the dumps, or if you don’t like “organized religion.”

This church is for you, we’ve all been there.

If you blew all your money in Vegas, you’re welcome here.

We offer a special welcome to those who think the Earth is flat, those who work too hard, 

those who don’t work, can’t spell, or found us because Grandma wants you to go to church.

We welcome all those who are inked, pierced or both.

We welcome you if your ancestors arrived in chains, below the decks, captained those ships, or have been on this land since the beginning of time.

We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now (all of us could use a prayer right now).

We’d also like to welcome you if you had religion shoved down your throat, or you got lost on YouTube somehow and ended up here by mistake.

We welcome tourists, seekers, doubters, bleeding hearts…and you!

https://fumcsd.wufoo.com/forms/pje2mkw153ro4n/
https://www.fumcsd.org/watch-live/
https://www.youtube.com/c/FirstChurchSanDiego
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Vb7ChI2QdfCn6BYriuxqL_3Iwhx07ThK
http://www.fumcsd.org

