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First Church is a community growing  
in grace and reaching out with love.

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS
With joy we welcome your presence today, wherever you are.  

Please join us as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship together.  

Register Your Attendance

Welcome

Words of Inspiration

“I wondered if that was how forgiveness budded; not with the fanfare of epiphany, 
but with pain gathering its things, packing up, and slipping away unannounced 

in the middle of the night.” ~ Khaled Hosseini

Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Sarah Amos, Director of Music Ministries 
Antiphon V: How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou 

Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)
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• Call to Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           Fred Hafer, Liturgist

“Come and follow me,” Jesus said. 
“What were they expecting?” we might wonder. 
Jesus was unlike any other. Jesus did things differently. 
Jesus walked a difficult road. 
He knew that what was needed was something new,    
    creative, and costly.

 

“Come and follow me,” Jesus still says. 
We know, now, what to expect,  
    because we know what happened to Jesus. 
He did what we think seems impossible.  
He forgave those who were killing him. 
The hardest act to replicate.  
Yet the most impactful act for change. Let us try.

TO OFFER OUR PRAISE AND PRAYERS

• Hymn of Celebration #178: Hope of the World

Pastoral Prayer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Rev. Brittany Juliette Hanlin

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Time with Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Rev. Trudy D. Robinson
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TO HEAR THE WORD

Anthem  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                Summer Choir; Brian Woods-Lustig, Director 
Lord, For Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake 

Richard Farrant (1525-1580)

Lord, for Thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge,  
But forgive that is past, give us grace to amend our sinful lives,  
To decline from sin, and incline to virtue, that we may walk in a perfect heart. Amen.

• Prayer for Illumination

Holy God, 
In the reading of the scriptures, may Your Word be heard. 
In the meditations of our hearts, may Your Word be known. 
In the faithfulness of our lives, may Your Word be shown.  
Amen.

• Gospel Lesson: Luke 23:33-43

The Word of God for the People of God: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: “The Christ-Like Journey: Jesus Forgave”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Rev. Trudy D. Robinson

• Hymn of Faith #584: Lord, You Give the Great Commission (vs. 1, 4-5)

TO RENEW COMMITMENT

Faith in Action

Offertory  
Vater unser im Himmelreich 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
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• Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

• Prayer of Thanksgiving
Constantly Moving God, 
    You bring us life. You nudge us on the path of Christ and 
You carry us when we are in need. 
Help us to live the path of Christ,  
    in order to serve those in need, in your name. Amen.

TO DISPERSE IN MISSION

• Hymn of Consecration #671: Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing

• Benediction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          Rev. Trudy D. Robinson

Postlude  
Carillon de Westminster 

Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
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