
1 Then the LORD answered Job
 out of the whirlwind and said:
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel
 by words without knowledge?

3 Dress for action like a man;
 I will question you,
and you make it known to me.

4 “Where were you when I laid
 the foundation of the earth?
 Tell me, if you have understanding.

5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
 Or who stretched the line upon it?
6 On what were its bases sunk,
 or who laid its cornerstone,

35 Can you send forth lightnings, that they may go
 and say to you, ‘Here we are’?
36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts
 or given understanding to the mind?
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August Scripture
God’s Power: Job 38:1-6; 35-36
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3  “You shall have no other gods before me.

4  “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth.

7  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God
in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who
takes his name in vain.

8  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

12  “Honor your father and your mother, that your
days may be long in the land that the LORD your
God is giving you.

13  “You shall not murder.
14  “You shall not commit adultery.
15  “You shall not steal.

16  “You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor.

17  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”
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September Scripture
God’s Law: Exodus 20:3-4, 7-8, 12-17a
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3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 

4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 

5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate.

 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”

10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
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Sin’s Effect: Genesis 3:3-10
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9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 

10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 

11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be full.

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you.

13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for
his friends. 

14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.

15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known to you. 

17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
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God’s Love: John 15:9-15; 17
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10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 

12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
 
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my
life for the sheep.

17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I
may take it up again. 

18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This
charge I have received from my Father.”
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January Scripture
Qualities of Christ: John 10:10-15; 17-18
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1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 

2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.

3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, 

5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 

9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.
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Life of Christ: Luke 2:1-11
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19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear,
slow to speak, slow to anger; 

20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 

21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he
was like. 

25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be
blessed in his doing.

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 
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Christian Life: James 1:19-26
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2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits,

3 who forgives all your iniquity,
    who heals all your diseases,

4 who redeems your life from the pit,
    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

5 who satisfies you with good
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.

6The Lord works righteousness
    and justice for all who are oppressed.

7 He made known his ways to Moses,
    his acts to the people of Israel.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9 He will not always chide,
    nor will he keep his anger forever.

10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,
    nor repay us according to our iniquities.

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

12 as far as the east is from the west,
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
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April Scripture
Christian Encouragement: Psalm 103:2-12
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