COLLIDE – Part 6
Forgiveness
(Matthew 6:14-15)
Welcome to week six of our message series Collide. If you have your Bible, we are going to be in Matthew chapter 6. We have been walking through the Sermon on the Mount, and it has been a challenging series, which is exactly why I called it Collide. Every week, the words of Jesus have crashed into the way the world thinks and, honestly, into the way we think too.
And that’s why I want to be upfront with you, because there may have been parts of this series that were hard to receive, that may have seemed harsh, and I’m only telling you these things because I love you. In other words, I am only the messenger, and not the author, and so, like the mailman, I’m only delivering what we have been given. And I thank God for you, because when you receive the word of God, you accept it not as the word of men, but as it actually is: the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.
Today, we are wrapping up the series, and once again Jesus is going to take everything he has been saying all along right down to the heart level. He’s going to talk about forgiveness, but before we get there, I want us to look back at the context, the weeks that we have traveled, and then we're going to discover that forgiveness is where it all comes together.
When Jesus sat down on that Galilean hillside and began to teach, he didn’t start with a list of rules. He started with good news. He said,
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:3).
That is where the kingdom begins, not with people who have it all together, but with people who finally admit they don’t. He started with people who knew they were on empty and they had nothing to offer.
Then Jesus told us who we are because identity comes before activity. He said,
"You are the salt of the earth" (Matthew 5:13).
In other words, he is saying that you have purpose in this world. Like salt preserves food from spoiling and brings out flavor, our lives are meant to hold back the decay of sin in our culture and to bring the flavor of God’s goodness, love, and truth to the people around us.
Then, in the very next verse, he says,
"You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).
When Jesus calls his followers the light of the world, we don’t create the light ourselves because Jesus is the light of the world. He’s telling us that his Spirit living in us is meant to shine into a dark world, pointing people to him.
So, Jesus describes our identity before He gives us our assignment. He tells us who we are before He tells us what to do. That's important because what we do flows from who we are. And if we blend in so much with the world that there's no real difference in how we live, we lose our influence, just salt without flavor. 
You may have noticed that happening in our culture today. That's why we need to stay filled with the Holy Spirit, remain grounded in God's Word, and live set apart for Him, so that our lives keep making a real difference for the kingdom of God. When we let God’s light shine, others see his goodness in us and are drawn to glorify our Father in heaven.
Then Jesus said something that must have shocked the crowd.
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them" (Matthew 5:17).
As the crowd was talking among themselves, questioning what he had just said, just a few breaths later, he raised the bar higher than anyone had ever imagined. In verse 20, he said,
"For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:20).
Now, to the people gathered on that hillside, this was far beyond their reach because the Pharisees were the most religious people in town. They were consumed with the things of God and were very public about it. They tithed even on their cooking spices. They prayed on street corners. They studied the law and knew it backward and forward.
And so, when Jesus said, “you’ve got to be better than the Pharisees” everybody listening must have thought, “well, we’re done. Nobody can make it on their own.” And that was exactly the point Jesus was making.
But he wasn’t finished, because over the past several weeks we watched Jesus take the commandments people thought they were keeping and extend them beyond outward behavior to the condition of the heart and its motivations.
They thought that since they had never murdered anyone, everything was fine. But Jesus said,
"I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment" (Matthew 5:22).
And what he is saying is that anger, resentment, or hostility toward your brother puts you in the same courtroom, facing the same judgment as the murderer.
In other words, if you’ve ever jumped up in a rage because of a referee’s decision in a game, you may be a murderer. If you’ve ever been frustrated, cursing and fuming in the left lane, honking the horn or flashing your lights behind someone driving the speed limit when you are in a hurry, you may have murdered them in your heart.
“And anyone who murders will be subject to judgment" (Matthew 5:21).
Again, those people along the hillside, listening to Jesus preach, thought they were okay because they had never cheated on their spouse. But Jesus said to them,
“Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart" (Matthew 5:28).
And so, if you have ever lusted after another person, whether through daydreaming, fantasizing, or through a picture, book, or movie, or anything else, if you have ever looked upon another human being as an object to covet and satisfy your desires, then you have already committed adultery in your heart.
Again, Jesus said to all those people who thought they were good, honest, and trustworthy.
"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath" (Matthew 5:33).
And so, He is referring to the commandment:
"You shall not give false testimony" (Exodus 20:16). 
And people get so offended by this one. Even now, some of you may be like, “Are you calling me a liar?” And maybe, I am.
In fact, I wonder how many of you, in your travels this week, whether filling out a form, reading a document online, or some sort of application, and you checked the box that said, 
“I have read the terms and conditions.” 
But you didn’t. You may have skimmed through the first page, but you didn’t read the terms and conditions. And so, we like to blur the lines about what it means to be a liar. 
With no fine print or crossed fingers, Jesus simply said, "let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'" (Matthew 5:37).
Some of you thought you were a tolerant and loving person because our culture says tolerance means never disagreeing with anyone and love means just leaving people alone. That’s what those people on that hillside thought that day, but Jesus didn’t tell us to simply put up with people. He called us to something much harder.
"Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Matthew 5:44).
It’s easy to love those who love you back. Anyone can do that. But Jesus said, “Love your enemies.” Love the neighbor who always complains, the coworker who took credit for your work, and the relative who hasn’t spoken to you since the funeral. And don’t just avoid or ignore them. He says to pray for them and ask God to bless them.
That is something the world cannot fake or understand. That is more than tolerance; it is the supernatural love of God poured out through the Holy Spirit. 
Last week, we talked about giving, and Jesus said real generosity doesn’t need an audience, approval, or applause.
"But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret" (Matthew 6:3-4).
In other words, it’s one thing to give when everyone is watching, with your picture in the paper or your name on a plaque, but it’s another to give quietly, knowing that only God sees it. But here is the good news Jesus tells us,
“Your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you" (Matthew 6:4).
And he does see it. Jesus repeats the same phrase three times, reminding us that our Father sees what is done in secret and that his reward is the only one that truly matters.
After walking them through the commandments, line after line, saying:
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago” (Matthew 5:33).
Jesus summed everything up with a line we heard a few weeks ago that should make every one of us pause.
"Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Matthew 5:48).
So, how is that going for you? Not too good? Me neither.
But that is the whole point of the Sermon on the Mount. Here is what God’s law is supposed to do. It works like a map, showing us the way to live righteously before a holy God. But the moment we try to follow that map, it becomes a mirror, because we look into it and recognize a big problem. And the problem is not the mirror; it is the person staring back at me.
Just imagine for a moment that you go out to lunch after church today, and before you leave, you step into the restroom. You glance in the mirror and notice a big piece of lettuce or some piece of food stuck in your front teeth. I mean, it’s embarrassing; nobody told you, and it looks like you’re missing half your tooth.
And so, what did the mirror just do? It did what a mirror is supposed to do. It showed you what you look like and that there was a problem nobody else had told you about. But you can’t use that mirror to pick the lunch out of your teeth. The mirror only shows you the problem, but it can’t make you any better. 
In fact, that’s why they put a sink right there, under the mirror. In the same way, the law shows us the problem, 
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).
But only Jesus can wash us clean.
That is why the Sermon on the Mount wasn’t meant to motivate us to try harder but to point us to the cross. The apostle Paul, a man who once hunted down Christians, believing they were advocating a false God, understood this better than anyone. He said,
"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst" (1 Timothy 1:15).
If God could save Paul, he can save anybody. And that’s the wonderful thing about the gospel: the righteousness that surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law isn’t something we do; it is something we receive. When you put your faith in Jesus… the Bible says the one who trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness (Romans 4:5).
That is the gospel, the good news, and that brings us right to our text today.
Last Sunday, we worked through the Lord’s Prayer together and right in the middle of it, Jesus taught us to pray,
"Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors" (Matthew 6:12).
What is interesting is that in all the lines of that prayer, Jesus chose only one to return to and explain. He didn’t return to “give us today our daily bread.” He didn’t return to “Your kingdom come.” He returned to forgiveness.
That tells me that, in his mind, this is important, and that is why I came back for one final message to look at what he said right after the prayer. Jesus continues, saying in verse 14,
"For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins" (Matthew 6:14-15).
Now, I’m not going to spend time trying to make it say something it doesn’t say, but I do want to make sure we understand what it means. Jesus is not saying you can earn God’s forgiveness by forgiving other people. We just walked through the Sermon on the Mount over the past six weeks and saw that we can’t earn anything through our outward behavior.
The Bible makes it very clear,
“It is by grace you have been saved, through faith” (Ephesians 2:8).
And so, salvation is by grace through faith, from beginning to end. What Jesus is telling us is that if you know you have been saved by grace, it changes everything. When you truly understand how much you have been forgiven, that forgiveness makes you a forgiving person. 
In other words, what Jesus is saying is that if you are not giving others grace, then maybe you have not really received it yourself.
Think about the phrase he prayed:
"Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors" (Matthew 6:12).
That word debt refers to someone who has hurt you, and it feels like they owe you something. They certainly owe you an apology, maybe an explanation, the years, the trust, or the peace they took. And in your heart, you have kept a little book of IOUs with their name on it. And sometimes, when you hear their name or see them around town, you pull it out and read it again, just to remind yourself how much they owe you.
But here is the collision you should be bracing for. You and I owed God a debt we could never pay. We have broken every one of those commandments we just walked through. And Jesus didn’t just lower the balance; he paid our debt in full. On the cross, he said,
“It is finished” (John 19:30).
And in the language of that day, that word meant the work was complete, and it was the same word used on receipts to show a debt had been paid in full.
So, let’s think about that. If God has canceled a debt worth millions in your life, how can you keep clinging to a few thousand dollars somebody else owes you? That’s why the Bible says,
"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32).
We don’t forgive because they have earned it. We don’t forgive because they finally apologized the way we wanted them to. We forgive the same way God forgave us, freely, fully, and completely.
Now, here’s where it gets a little tough, but I love you, so I’m going to say it plainly.
Some of you came into church today carrying someone on your back. You’ve been carrying them for years. It might be a parent who wasn’t there for you. It might be an ex who walked out. It might be a boss who lied about you, a friend who betrayed you, or a church member who hurt you. 
You sang worship songs this morning with your hands raised, but you still haven’t let go. Some of you have even said, “I’ll forgive them when they come to me and apologize.” But Jesus didn’t wait for you to come to him first; the Bible says,
"While we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).
Here's why I am pushing on this. Unforgiveness hurts the other person far less than it hurts you. They may not even remember the offense or be thinking about it, but silently it is wearing you down.
I spent many years working on engines before I began serving the Lord and preaching, and I can tell you what happens when an engine runs low on oil. At first, you might not notice anything; the car still starts. It may be sluggish, but it still works. However, inside, metal grinds against metal; that friction creates heat, and if you keep driving long enough, the engine will stop turning, seize up, and be done.
Unforgiveness is friction in the soul. You can keep going for a while. You can still come to church and smile at everybody. But inside, something is grinding. It shows up in your sleep, your attitude, your marriage, your health, and your prayer life. The Bible warns us about it in Hebrews chapter 12:
"See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many" (Hebrews 12:15).
You see, bitterness doesn’t stay contained. It spreads. It defiles many. Your kids pick it up. Your spouse lives with it. And it builds a wall between you and God. That is why Jesus connected forgiveness directly to prayer, because when you refuse to forgive, you are asking God for something you refuse to give yourself.
Now, let me tell you what forgiveness is not, because a lot of people stay stuck right here. Forgiveness is not saying that what they did was okay. It wasn’t okay. That’s why it needs forgiving.
Forgiveness is not pretending it didn’t hurt. Forgiveness is not the same as trust. You can forgive someone in a moment, but trust is rebuilt over time.
And this is important: forgiveness doesn’t mean you have to put yourself back in harm’s way. If someone is dangerous, you can forgive them and still keep a healthy boundary.
So, what is forgiveness? It is tearing up the IOU. It is releasing that person, that debt, from your courtroom and handing the case over to God, who is a far better judge than you and I ever will be. That is why the Bible says,
"Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath" (Romans 12:19).
That is freedom. You are not judge and jury. You don’t have to make sure they pay, because God’s got it. He said,
"It is mine to avenge; I will repay" (Romans 12:19).
But maybe you are sitting there thinking, “I understand all that. I just can’t do it. The hurt is too deep.” And you know what? You are right. In your own strength, you can’t. But you were never meant to do this in your own strength. That’s why God gave us the Holy Spirit.
The apostle Paul was struggling with his own problems, crying out to the Lord, and he answered:
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9).
And so, that same Holy Spirit who filled the believers on the day of Pentecost, who gave them power to be witnesses, also gives you power to forgive…
“Because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit" (Romans 5:5).
So, you don’t have to manufacture love for the person who hurt you. The Holy Spirit pours it in.
That’s what the Holy Spirit does. When you respond with faith and obedience, God brings the power. You take the first step, and he fills your heart with a love you could never produce on your own.
And we can’t forget where that love comes from; we see it demonstrated on the cross, when Jesus hung there with nails in his wrists and feet, and soldiers gambled for his clothes. He didn’t call down judgment. He prayed,
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing" (Luke 23:34).
That is the heart of the Sermon on the Mount, and that is what it looks like when the kingdom of heaven collides with this world. 
We live in a culture that doesn’t forgive; it cancels. It digs up what you said 15 years ago and ruins you over it. It keeps score, holds grudges, and calls it justice. And right in the middle of that, God places his people and says, “You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.” Nothing will shine brighter in this dark world than a follower of Jesus who forgives. Some people might argue with your theology, but they can’t argue with a changed heart.
So, here is how Jesus finished the Sermon on the Mount. He said all of this was not meant to be admired; it was meant to be built on.
"Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock" (Matthew 7:24).
The storm is coming, the collision is inevitable, and only a life built on Jesus and the words He spoke will stand.
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