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Welcome in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Irvine (LCMS) 

The Ascension of Our Lord (Observed) 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 

Service: 9:30 am & 2:00 pm (acapella) 

New Member Sunday: Kyme Dang (Confirmation), David 

Dargatz (Transfer), Cicciarelli Family (Profession of Faith)  

Mission: To foster the freedom and love we share in Christ to the 

community by nurturing faith in Him through tangible expressions of 

God's grace.  

Vision: To share the Truth and Love of Christ to all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds. 

Welcome to Saint Paul's             

We praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ as He comes to serve and 

bless us through His Word and Sacraments. We follow the ancient 

liturgy which draws from the Word of God to order and guide our 

worship. Its biblical structure has been used in the Christian Church 

before any denominations within Christianity existed. Our worship 

emphasizes order, beauty, and reverence. We also celebrate the Holy 

Eucharist and receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. We are excited about what the 

Lord is doing at Saint Paul’s, and it is our great joy to serve you!          

This is the Saving Gospel/The Good News:            

God sent His Son Jesus Christ to take your sin upon Himself and Jesus 

gave to you His perfect righteousness and holiness. In Christ, it is a 

fact, and it is reality that your sins are forgiven, covered by His blood. 

And because Christ defeated death, you too – as you trust in Him 

alone – have eternal life. This is the Good News. It is so powerful 

because the Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain faith in 

our hearts to hold to our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel 

costs Jesus everything but costs us nothing. It is yours. It is God's GIFT 

to you. Hold to it and know that you ARE (present tense) saved 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil; that you are saved TO 

(present tense) the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. If anyone is 
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in Christ, he is a new creation! That's the Christian, a forgiven sinner 

who lives for God and loves their neighbor. "For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)            

The Lord’s Supper           

As stated in Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VII 

(The Holy Supper) Paragraph 69: "For Christians who are of weak 

faith, diffident, troubled, and heartily terrified because of the 

greatness and number of their sins, and think that in this their great 

impurity they are not worthy of this precious treasure and the 

benefits of Christ, and who feel and lament their weakness of faith, 

and from their hearts desire that they may serve God with stronger, 

more joyful faith and pure obedience, they are the truly worthy guests 

for whom this highly venerable Sacrament [and sacred feast] has 

been especially instituted and appointed." If you are a guest and 

desire to receive the sacrament. Please speak to one of the 

pastors before communing. 

Prayer Before Divine Service            

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 

You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my 

heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, 

believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.                   

Saint Paul’s Staff:      

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Alfonso O. Espinosa, Ph.D.             

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Dr. Steven P. Mueller, Ph.D.           

Vicar: Miles Johnson             

Organist: Gerald Dahlin             

Choir Director: Mark Howard             

Administrative Coordinator: Jackie Johnson           

+ In the Name of Jesus + 
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Prelude Crown Him with Many Crowns – Sondra K Tucker 

Greeting 

P Christ is ascended!  

C For our salvation. Amen! 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
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Entrance Hymn: 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 

P Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and 

mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 

to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had 

given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many 

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 

“you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
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 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at 

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for 

you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said 

these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven 

as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

 

C Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 

 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 

Epistle Reading 1 Peter 4:1–13; 5:4, 6–11 

 1Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the 

same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased 

from sin, 2so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for 

human passions but for the will of God. 3The time that is past suffices 

for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, 

drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4With 

respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the 

same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5but they will give 

account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6For this 

is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that 

though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the 

spirit the way God does. 

 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and 

sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one 

another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show 
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hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10As each has received a 

gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 

grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever 

serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 

that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon 

you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 

rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.  

 4And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 

crown of glory.  

 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that 

at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, 

because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 

to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds 

of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 

the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
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 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law 

of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he 

opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise 

from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You 

are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise 

of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 

blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing 

God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 



10 | P a g e  

 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

Reception of Members by Transfer,  Profession 

of Faith & Confirmation 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: 

“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My 

Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will 

also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, 

therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I 

now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

  

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 

acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, drawn from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to 

be faithful and true? 

R I do. 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s 

Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, 

word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church 

and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
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P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 

P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this 

congregation with your prayers and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you 

are [members] of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this 

congregation. Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in 

all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the 

knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them 

both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His 

saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they may 

continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this 

congregation as together we await the day when all who have 

fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of 

righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by 

name. The rite concludes with the following blessing: 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 

The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor 

places his hands on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of 

the cross on the forehead while saying: 

P [Kim], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has 

forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T 

everlasting. 
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R Amen. 

The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of 

confirmation. After all the catechumens have received the blessing, one or 

both of the following collects are prayed. 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism 

You have united Your children in the suffering and death of Your 

Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the 

gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and 

repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them 

from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and 

dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful in hearing 

Christ’s Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord’s 

Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make 

satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and 

comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and 

their neighbor and to bear the cross with patience and joy until the 

day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

The new members return to their places. 

Hymn of the Day:  496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 

 

 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt. 
Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1583–1625 
Text and tune: Public domain 



13 | P a g e  

 

Sermon 

"Backing Up His Promise: With You ALWAYS!"  

(1st Peter) 

Pastor Espinosa 

Chapter 1: Trials for refinement, purification, refinement 

Chapter 2: Long for pure spiritual milk, the Word, as priests in exile 

Chapter 3: In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always ready 
to give an answer 

Chapter 4:  

A. Don't live for human passions, but for God's will (verse 2) 

B. Love covers a multitude of sins (verse 8) 

C. Nothing strange are the trials (verse 12) 

Chapter 5: 

A. The chief Shepherd will appear (verse 4) 

B. Cast all your anxieties on him because He cares for you 
(verse 7) 

C. The devil prowls, but resist him, firm in your faith (verses 8-9) 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Offering In Heaven Above – Mark Sedio 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For release and preservation, that He who reigns over the nations 

would subdue all spiritual enemies under our feet, giving us a 

share in the victory Christ has won for us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the Church, over which Christ is head, that God would give 

pastors wisdom to hold fast to the message of repentance and the 

forgiveness of sins; and that He would open the ears of all who 

hear to rejoice in the fullness of Him who fills all in all, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our homes, that the God who established Jesus at His right 

hand would give Him as companion and consolation for those who 

live alone, strengthen the love of husbands and wives, and bless 

parents and children as they gather around His Word, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the rulers, authorities, powers and dominions of this world, that 

mindful of Christ who reigns far above them, they might govern 

with wisdom and integrity, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and everyone in any kind of need [especially 

_____________]; for patience and healing according to God’s will; and 

for those who mourn, [especially _____________,] let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For pure hearts that worthily receive the body and blood of Christ 

for our forgiveness, life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and 

death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in 

His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from 

His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own 

High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver 

and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and 

worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+Dismissal of Online Participants and Blessing+          
             

1 Corinthians 11:23-29 instructs pastors since they are stewards of the mysteries (1st 

Corinthians 4:1) to serve only those who share in a common confession. If you are still 

learning about our confession and not yet confirmed, you may come forward to receive a 

blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest. Pastor would love to meet with you to 

prepare you to receive the Holy Sacrament.    

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His 

resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 

was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His 

divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
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     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn  821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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815 All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine 

 

 

 

 
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 
Tune: Charles V. Stanford, 1852–1924 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



21 | P a g e  

 

492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 

 

 

 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 
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493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing sts. 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000405 
Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
 

 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 

Postlude Toccata – Th Dubois 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Focused Announcements: (see QR code for more) 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE FAIR Saturday, May 31st 

Saint Paul's will be hosting a Volunteer Service Fair! Come 
learn about the many ways to serve our congregation and 
community. More details to follow. We hope to see you there! 

 

SPECIAL GUEST: REV. DR. TOBIAS SCHÜTZE Sunday, June 7th 

 

We are pleased to welcome Rev. Dr. Tobias Schütze as our 
special guest on Sunday, June 7th. Pastor Schütze is a pastor, 
professor, and missionary serving the Free Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA) and the Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa (LCSA) — both members of the 
International Lutheran Council (ILC) and in full fellowship with 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS).  

Many of you may remember Pastor Tobias, who served Saint 
Paul's as a summer vicar approximately ten years ago. 
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(His congregation: St. Peter's Congregation Vryheid) 

 

9:30 am — Rev. Dr. Schütze will preach during our regular 
Sunday morning service. 11:00 am — Rev. Dr. Schütze will 

present on the mission and ministry in South Africa. 

All are welcome! 

 

His seminary: Lutheran Theological Seminary (Tshwane in the Municipality 
in which Pretoria lies) 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 

Save the Date: June 29 – July 3 

 Irvine Regional Park | 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Saint Paul's Vacation Bible School is returning this summer! 
This year's theme is "Climb with Christ" — learning about 
Jesus on the mountaintops. Join us for a fun, Christ-centered 
week for children to grow in faith through songs, lessons, 
crafts, games, and fellowship. 

We are excited to begin forming our VBS Leadership Team — 
and we need volunteers! Watch for an email this week with 
volunteer sign-up and registration information, as well as a 
Teams call invitation for those interested in serving. In the 
meantime, please reach out to our Head Elder: 

Mike Padilla (Head Elder): head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:head.elder@saintpaulsirvine.com
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For all other updates, scan the QR code below: 

 


