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HOW TO 
READ A  
CHURCH

SYMBOLS

• “i am the vine, you are  
  the branches.”  

• “the lily of the valleys.”  
    easter/ power of the    
    resurrection. 

• pomegranate - many  
 from one; resurrection.

• wheat - “i am the bread of
   life.”  “this is my body.”

• olive tree - peace and
  hope; oil for lamps/ life. 

• open bible - word of      
  god; jesus, the word. 

• the rose of sharon - jesus. 

• fleur-de-lis - trinity;    
  purity / sign of mary.

• celtic cross & circle -   
  life eternal in christ.

IMAGES
• “i am the alpha and the omega, 

the first and last, the beginning 
and the end.” rev 22:13 

• “i am the true vine, and my 
father is the gardener...“i am 

the vine; you are the branches. 
if you remain in me and i in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing. 
john 15:1, 15:5 

• pomegranates - hebrew signs 
of love, fruitfulness, blessing, 

prosperity. ex 28:33, deut 8:8.

• the all-seeing, all- knowing 
eye of the trinity: father, son 

and holy spirit. [an ancient and  
masonic symbol.]

• BACK COVER — the parting 
of the red sea, the jordan and 

other miracles.  

• “the spirit of god descending 
like a dove.” matt 3:16

• “this cup is the new covenant  
in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 1cor 11:25 

•  ...worthy is the lamb that 
was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing. rev 5:12

• they will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of 
the lord for the display of his 
splendor. isaiah 61:3

In 1949, Latvian war refugees Zigfrids Brakmanis, 
wife Vilhelmine and six daughters were sponsored 
for immigration by CHPC members. In gratitude 
to God and the Church, Zigfrids, a professional 
wood carver and sculptor, created the collection 
of Christian symbols above. They are located 
just above the last row of pews on the face of the 
balcony and rear cluster of organ pipes.  

The ability to READ A CHURCH — to understand its 
architecture, signs, symbols, windows and history — is 
a rare skill among visitors and even regular attenders. 
This pamphlet is designed to help readers understand 
and appreciate the richness and biblical significance 
of what they find around them. These things testify 
to the passions and stewardship of ‘the real Church,’ 
believers in Jesus Christ. These things are dedicated 
to the Glory of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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13,14,15 CEntER: 
jesus glorified, 

sacraments: 
 lEft - baptism 

Right - communion. 
bottom panels: lEft 

christ, lamb of god, 
slain for the sin of 

the world; 
CEntER - shield of 
the trinity with 

13,14,15

22,23,24
22,23,24 the 

parables:  
house on a 
rock/sand, 

the prodigal 
returns, 
wise and 
foolish 

virgins and 
their lamps.

  
26,27,28

18,19,20

18,19,20 parables:
pharisee & the publican, 

good samaritan, fishing for men/god’s net. 

26,27,28 parables: good shepherd 
  vine and vine dresser, sower of seeds

41,40,39 
the 1890   

golden memorial 
windows

41,40,39

ORGAN

ORGAN

ORGAN

WINDOWS   There are 71 windows in 
the main worship building of College Hill 
Presbyterian Church that seats about 550: 
Golden ones from the 1890s, and Jewel-
Tone ones from the 1953 addition. The 
2017-2019 re-Generation Campaign made 
full restoration and protection possible. 
The Willet-Hauser Co did the work. Many 
windows were memorials and reflect great 
faith and love. All have stories. They tell 
of the Truth of God as revealed in Holy 
Scripture for all who have eyes to see.  

THE BELL TOWER   — ’Light on the Hill’ 
The 1890 tower has 29 windows, 

and a resounding bell. The windows 
are lit and serve as a landmark in 

College Hill. The original church bell 
was financed by a ‘grand concert’ 

given by city’s musicians in 1859. The 
bell was cracked in 1865 by exuberant 

ringing announcing the end of the 
Civil War. It was later melted down 

and recast into the one that now calls 
people to worship on Sundays and 

other occasions.  

one of the 
bell tower 

windows

CROSSES   The Celtic design 
with IHS suspended in the 
Atrium originally hung above 
the organ. A smaller replica 
was created for the worship 
area when a central video 
screen was installed. IHS is a 
monogram for Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the World. The two 
large menorahs and pew 
aisle candle holders were 
designed by the same artists. 

mary j pyle

1823-1887
by her sunday 
school class

christ’s monogram;
Right - wheat/bread 

(COmmuniOn ElEmEnt with 
thE gRApEs/ fRuit Of thE 

VinE in thE tOp pAnEl);  
christ’s body given 
in payment for our 
sin so we may fully 

experience god’s 
abundant love and 
grace through the 

holy spirit.

ORGAN   The original melodeon, a small reed organ, was replaced 
by a $700 organ in 1862. A later $1600 organ survived the 1888 
tornado and was reused in the new 1890 sanctuary. In 1914, an 
Austin organ was donated by Peter G Thomson as a memorial 
to his wife Laura Gamble Thomson. It was replaced in 1971 by 
a Schanz IV organ and a new Allen console, restored/enlarged/
revoiced in 2015. It has 16 levels of memory and 256 Musical 
Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI) voices which connect computers 
with a musical instruments. The current organ has over 5000 
pipes in 3 locations. It can now be used for drama, special effects, 
improvisation, antiphonal playing of the pipes in the balcony, exotic 
effects using percussion, orchestral, and theater-organ sounds. It 
is one of the most advanced in the area. A 1982 Steinway grand 
piano and a variety of conventional and electronic instruments 
facilitate College Hill Presbyterian’s worship of God and His ministry. 
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