
THE WORD OF A FISHER OF MEN

Matthew 5:27-37



27 “You have heard that it was said, 
    ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman 
with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. 
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 
members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.
30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 
members than that your whole body go into hell.



“You shall not commit adultery.” 
– Exodus 20:14

‘I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and 
perfect.’ – Romans 12:1-2

~ LUSTFUL INTENT ~ 

LOOK <> LINGER <> LUST

And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit.  – 2 Corinthians 3:18

O LORD, you have searched me and known 
me! You know when I sit down and when I 
rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You search out my path and my lying down 
and are acquainted with all my ways. Even 
before a word is on my tongue, behold, 
O LORD, you know it altogether. Search me, 
O God, and know my heart! Try me and 
know my thoughts! And see if there be any 
grievous way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting!          – Psalm 139:1-4 & 23-24



Jesus Takes Sin Serious – Because it is Serious!

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set 
your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, but as He who called you is Holy, you 
also be Holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for 
I am holy.”  And if you call on Him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile,  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold,  but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot.  He was foreknown before the foundation of the 
world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who 
through Him are believers in God, Who raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. – 1 Peter 1:13-21



31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let 
him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 

32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 
wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 
makes her commit adultery, and whoever 
marries a divorced woman commits adultery.



Marriage – Willful, Lasting, Commitment 
– Representing Christ and the Church –

Husbands, love your wives, as 
Christ loved the Church and gave 
Himself up for Her, - Ephesians 5:25

Then the man said, "This at last is 
bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” 
Therefore, a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh. – Genesis 2:23-24

“So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” They 
said to Him, “Why then did Moses 
command one to give a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away?” He 
said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart Moses allowed you 
to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say to 
you: whoever divorces his wife, 
except for sexual immorality, and 
marries another, commits adultery.”
Matthew 19:6-9



33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 
‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the 
Lord what you have sworn.’ 
34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God, 
35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the great King. 
36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot 
make one hair white or black. 
37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything 
more than this comes from evil.



You shall not swear by my 
name falsely, and so profane 
the name of your God: I am 
the Lord.    – Leviticus 19:12

“What do you think? A man had two sons. 
And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ And he 
answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. And he went 
to the other son and said the same. And he 
answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said 
to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes go into the 
kingdom of God before you.”             
– Matthew 21:28-31

It is about the HEART – NOT about being… 
“Technically” Obedient, “Technically” Right, or “Technically” Innocent

The Thought Doesn’t Always Count…. The Heart Does!  

Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every 
person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for the anger of man 
does not produce the 
righteousness of God. 
   - James 1:19-20
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