EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
3" Sunday after Epiphany, January 26, 2025
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
C: Amen.
P:  Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.
(silence for reflection)
P:  Merciful God,
C: you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for acting with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness.
Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.
P:  God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you. | have called you by name. You are mine.”
In -+ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
C: Amen.
(10:30 only)

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

PROFESSION OF FAITH

NTOTOTYPNOD

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

| renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.




o

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C: | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
AFFIRMATION
P:  People of God, do you promise to support our sisters and pray for them in their life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P:  Let us rejoice with our sisters in Christ.
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.




OPENING HYMN: HAIL TO THE LORD’S APPOINTED (wv. |,4) #311
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, great Da - vid’s great-er Son!
2 You come with res - cue speed - y to those who suf - fer wrong,
3 You shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit-ful earth;

4 Kings shall fall down be - fore  you, and gold and in - cense bring;
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, your reign on earth be - gun!
to help the poor and need - y, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, spring in your path to  birth.
all na-tions shall a - dore you, your praise all peo-ple sing.
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You come to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap - tive
to give them songs for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to
Be - fore you on the moun - tains shall peace, the her - ald,
To you shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows as -
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free, to take a - way trans - gres - sion and
light, whose  souls, con - demned and dy - ing, are
g20; and righ - teous - ness in foun - tains from
cend; your  king - dom  still in - creas - ing, a
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rule in eq - ul - ty.
pre - cious in your sight.
hill to val - ley flow.
king - dom with - out end.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt.
Music: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN, Leonhart Schréter, 1540-1602

ArPosTOLIC GREETING

P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY



Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: NEHEMIAH 8:1-3,5-6,8-10

"All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. > Accordingly, the priest Ezra
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This
was on the first day of the seventh month. > He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand;
and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. * And Ezra opened the book in the sight
of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.
¢ Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. ® So they read
from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood
the reading.

? And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the
people wept when they heard the words of the law. '’ Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and
drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: | CORINTHIANS [2:12-31

'? For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. * For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

' Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. "* If the foot would say, “Because | am
not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. '¢ And if the
ear would say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. '’ If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? '® But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. '° If all were a single member, where would the body be? % As it is, there are
many members, yet one body. *' The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” > On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, > and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; ** whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the
inferior member, ** that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same
care for one another. *° If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together with it.

?”Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  And God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. *’ Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? *° Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? *'° But strive for the greater

gifts.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 4

P:

C:
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Al-le - Tu - a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Tn - ia.

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 4:14-21

P:

C:

'* Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through
all the surrounding country. '* He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

' When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath
day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, '’ and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

'8 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

' to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

2% And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. *' Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

HYMN OF THE DAY: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT (wv. 1,2,5) #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn  to you. Make us your  own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y stll  thirst. Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of 1liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth -er signs of your king - dom  come.
0 4 Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.



APOSTLES’ CREED

P:
C:

Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition...)

A:  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Meal
OFFERING: WE ARE SINGING FOR THE LORD IS OUR LIGHT (arr. Hal Hopson) Epiphany Chorale
OFFERTORY: WHEN A STAR IS SHINING
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Lead us on, lead us on, to a morn-ing where the
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prom-ise shines. Lead us on, lead us on,
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to a momn-ing where the prom - ise shines.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Text ©

Music: WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES, Bob Moore, b. 1962

1995 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Music © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

OFFERING PRAYER



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW 4
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy...join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS: ELW 4
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Ho-ly, ho -1ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of  your glo - 1V
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed 1s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on
the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or
side aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are
available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the
center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten
free wafers are available at the front of the center aisle.



COMMUNION HYMN: LET STREAMS OF LIVING JUSTICE #710
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seck for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us tll our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - ftice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - Dbol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN: HARK, THE GLAD SOUND! #239
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - i1or comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’nmers to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
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pare a  throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring  with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734—1820

SENDING

A:  Go in peace. Live in hope.
C: Thanks be to God.

Presiding Minister:
Pianist:
Lay Reader:

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
Organist:

Sound:

Stream Team:
Ushers:
Communion:

Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Pastor Heidi Johns
John Benjamin
Jim Lehman

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer

Judith Clark

John Benjamin

Ted Meyer

Drew Simon, Alex Wasser

Ron Armstrong, Gregg Gorsuch

Mary Moenter, Candy Norman, Ann Painter,
Marlaina Proehl
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