EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6" Sunday after Epiphany, February 16, 2025
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

P:

v

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.

(silence for reflection)

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.

Forgive us for acting with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.

Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,

that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:

“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.

| have called you by name. You are mine.”

In -+ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P:

C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OPENING HYMN: JESUS SHALL REIGN (wv. 1,4,5) #434
i | Z ]
o
"= . , i o —
J a T T
1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ry tongue dwell on  his
4 Bless - Ings a - bound wher e’er he  reigns: the pris - ‘ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys run; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head; his name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est  song; and in - fant voic - es
leap to lose their chains, the wea -ry find e -
hon - ors to our Kking; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - Tty morn - 1ing sac - 11 - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are Dblest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793
APOSTOLIC GREETING

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN



FIRST READING: JEREMIAH |7:5-10

A:

* Thus says the Lord:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the Lord.
® They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.
" Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.
? The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—who can understand it?
'] the Lord test the mind and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings.

The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

(FH) SECOND READING: | CORINTHIANS I3:1-13

"If | speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. > And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. ° If | give away all my possessions,
and if | hand over my body so that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

*Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant * or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ¢ it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. ’ It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

& Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will come to an end. ? For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; '’ but when
the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. ' When | was a child, | spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, | reasoned like a child; when | became an adult, | put an end to childish ways. '* For now we
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now | know only in part; then | will know fully,
even as | have been fully known. '* And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love.

(A) SECOND READING: | CORINTHIANS |5:12-20

A:

"2 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of
the dead? "* If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; '* and if Christ has not
been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. '> We are even found
to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it
is true that the dead are not raised. '® For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. ' If
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. '® Then those also who have died
in Christ have perished. '’ If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
22 Byt in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW [0
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 6:17-26

"7 [lesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a
great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.'® They had come to
hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.
'? And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

?9Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
2 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man. * Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven;
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

%5 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.

“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

%% “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: WE COME TO THE HUNGRY FEAST #479
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
n “ ] | | 1 ] |
S e
(- —K | : !
To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - Ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES’ CREED

A:  Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition...)

A:  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.



Meal

OFFERING: IF THOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE THEE (arr. Kenneth Lowenberg)
Jubilate Bells, Jill Byers, director

OFFERTORY: JESUS, COME! FOR WE INVITE YOU #312

Jesus, come! in new creation, heav'n brought near by pow'r divine;
give your unexpected glory, changing water into wine:
rouse the faith of your disciples—come, our first and greatest Sign!

Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938 © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P:  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy...join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW |0
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
2 . ——— ’ s e —
- H i JI B oo
J ' rF - &
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san -na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on
the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or
side aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are
available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the
center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten
free wafers are available at the front of the center aisle.

COMMUNION MusIc: THE BEST oF RooMS (Z. Randall Stroope) Epiphany Chorale



COMMUNION HYMN: LET STREAMS OF LIVING JUSTICE

#710
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty'sbuilt to mu - sic; we  are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow'r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;

In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.

truth—the heart of strang - er;

your

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

your

life—the

Cru - c1 - fed.

BENEDICTION




CLOSING HYMN: GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY (w. 1,4)

#705
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I God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vl round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - i1g na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow'r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -ty ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

SENDING

A:  Go in peace. Live in hope.
C: Thanks be to God.



Serving in Worship

Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Heidi Johns
Pianist: John Benjamin
Lay Reader: Marcia Drake

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer

Assisting Minister: Linda June Snyder

Organist: John Benjamin

Sound: Ed Wasser

Stream Team: Landon Henderson, Alex Wasser

Ushers: Karen & Phil Nardi

Communion: Teresa Accuntius, Kim Knechtly, Sam Richard
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