EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Ash Wednesday
March 5, 2025, 12 & 7% PM
Far Hills Campus (*Livestreamed)

Gather

QUIET TIME FOR MEDITATION

OPENING HYMN: BE MERCIFUL, O LORD (Verses — Cantors, Refrain - Congregation)
Ps;allm 51 Psalm I for Lent Marty Haugen
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Be mer-ci-ful, O_ Lord, for we have sinned; be__
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mer-ci-ful, O__ Lord, for we have sinned.

English translation of the Refrain from the Lectionary for Mass, copyright © 1969,
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.-All rights reserved.
Copyright © 1983 G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Chicago. All rights reserved.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

FIRST READING: [SAIAH 58:1-12

" Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
?Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
’ “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.
*Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.



A:

Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
> Is such the fast that | choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?
®Is not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
” Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
"%if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
"' The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
"2 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:10

A:
C:

?%We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. *'For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

%!As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. *For he says,
“At an acceptable time | have listened to you, and on a day of salvation | have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! *We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God we have commended ourselves
in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, *beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; °by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love,
"truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; %in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;
?as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; "as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 2

P:

C:
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Let your stead - fast love come to us, 0 Lord.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 6:1-6,16-2 |

P:

C:

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

?“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward.
*But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

*“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their
reward. *But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

'®“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to
show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. '’But when you fast, put
oil on your head and wash your face, '’so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

""“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; *’but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and steal. *'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED

#606
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1 QOur Fa- ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den  from your face;

2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,

3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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in  fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of  grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
com - pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,
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But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our ftrans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in  peace.

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

INVITATION TO LENT

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace.

C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(silence for reflection and self-examination)

P:  Most holy and merciful God,

C: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault,

by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone.



P:  We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Woe have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess
to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
C: Amen.

rTOYVNOD

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition...)

A:  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Meal

OFFERING: JESUS WALKED THIS LONESOME VALLEY (arr. Jason Krug) Jubilate Bells, Jill Byers, director



OFFERTORY: ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR IMAGE #811
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king of grace,

On my heart im - print your im - age, bless-ed Je - sus,
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that life’s trou-bles nor its plea-sures ev - er may your work e - rase.
0
y J Il
7\ | | i i
5 2 2 2
Let the clear in - scrip-tion be: Je - sus, cru -ci - fied for me,
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all my glo-ry and sal-va - tion!

is my life, my hope’s foun-da- tion,

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johann B. Kénig, 1691-1758

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW 2 )
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al - so with you.

The Lord be with  you. And
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them to the Lord.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy...join their unending hymn:




SANCTUS: ELW 2
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Ho-ly, ho - ly. ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
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high-est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe....

P:  With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on
the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the center or a
front aisle. You may kneel or stand at the rail. Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or white
grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

COMMUNION HYMN: LORD JESUS, THINK ON ME #599
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I Lord Je - sus, think on me, and purge a - way my sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, that, when the flood is past,
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from self - ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with-in.
let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.
through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.
I may the_e-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375—430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN: ONCE WE SANG AND DANCED #701
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1 Once we sang and danced with glad -ness, once de - light filled ev-’ry breath;
2 All the wil-lows bow in weep-ing, all the riv - ers rage and moan,
3 God, who came to dwell a-mong us, God, who suf - fered our dis - grace,

4 Come,O Christ, a - mong the ash - es, come to wipe our tears a - way,
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now we sit a - mong the ash - es, all our dreams de-stroyed by death.
as cre - a - tion joins our plead-ing: “God,do not leave us a-lone”
from your own heart, grieved and wound-ed, come the rich - es  of your grace.
death de - stroy and sor - row ban - ish; now and al - ways, come and stay.
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Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952, based on Psalm 137

Music: KAS DZIEDAIJA, Latvian folk tune

Text @ 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SENDING

A:  Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Serving in Worship

Presiding Ministers: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer
Pastor Corey Wagonfield
Assisting Minister: Melonie June Warren
Organist: John Benjamin
Sound: (7) Ed Wasser
Slides: (12) Sarah Richter
Stream Team: Anthony Brown, Alex Wasser
Ushers: (12) Sue Ehrensberger
(7) Kevin Carlson, Landon Henderson
Communion: (12) Lou & Sandy Czewski, (7) Jennifer Henderson
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