EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Maundy Thursday
April 17,2025, 7 PM
Far Hills Campus

Gather

WELCOME

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

C:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your way,

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved.

In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

INDIVIDUAL ABSOLUTION

Worshippers are invited to receive absolution either as an individual or with family or a friend. Please come
forward by the diagonal aisle. The pastors will proclaim God’s forgiveness with the words: “In obedience to the
command of Christ, and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins. Amen.” You may kneel or stand at the altar
rail afterwards, and then return to your seat by the center or front aisle.



OPENING HYMN: GREAT GOD, YOUR LOVE HAS CALLED Us HERE #358
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1 Great God, your love has called us here, as we, by love, for
2 We come with self - in - flict - ed pains of bro-ken trust and
3 Great God, in Christ you call our name and then re - ceive us
4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and hum - ble us, and
5 Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your
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love were made. Your liv - ing like - mness still we bear,
cho - sen  wrong, half - free, half-bound by in - ner chains,
as your  own, not through some mer - it, right, or claim,
call us friends. Suf - fer and serve till  all are fed,
joy to share. Give us your Spir - it’'s lib - er - ty
0 4
)T A . T | | )
© - . | Lo . —
J & s
though marred, dis - hon - ored, dis - 0 - beyed. We come, with all our
by so - cial forc - es swept a - long, by pow’rs and sys - tems
but by your gra - ciouslove a - lone. We strain to glimpse your
and  show how grand - ly love in - tends to work ull all cre -
to turn from guilt and dull de - spair, and of - fer all that
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heart and mind your call to hear, your Ilove to  find.
close con-fined, yet seek - ing hope for hu - man - kind.
mer - cy seat and find  you kneel - ing at our feet.
a - tion sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things.
faith can do while love is mak - ing all things new.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © Oxtford University Press. Used by permission.

APoOSTOLIC GREETING

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY



Word

FIRST READING: ExoDUS [2:1-4,11-14

A:
C:

'The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. *Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth
of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. *If a household is too
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in
proportion to the number of people who eat of it.

""This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. '*For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night,
and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods
of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD. "*The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where
you live: when | see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of
Egypt. '*This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSAIM | 1 6:1-2,12-19

Ox0x202

| love the Lord, who has heard my voice and listened to my supplication;
the Lord has given ear to me whenever | called.

How shall | repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me?
| will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

| will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people.

| will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and call upon the name of the Lord.

SECOND READING: | CORINTHIANS | 1:23-26

A:
C:

ZFor | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, **and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” “In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” **For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 2
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Let your stead - fast love come to us, O Lord.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

P:  The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: JOHN [3:1-17,31-35

'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. “The devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper *|esus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,
“got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. *Then he poured water into
a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.
®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” ’Jesus answered, “You
do not know now what | am doing, but later you will understand.” ®Peter said to him, “You will never wash
my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” ?Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” "°Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need
to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” ''For he knew
who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” '*After he had washed their feet,
had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what | have done to
you? *You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what | am. "*So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. '°For | have set you an example,
that you also should do as | have done to you. '*Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. "’If you know these things, you are blessed
if you do them.”

3'*“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *’If God has been glorified
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. *’Little children, | am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you
cannot come.” **| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you
also should love one another. **By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: THREE HoLY DAYS ENFOLD Us Now
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Three ho - ly days en - fold us  now in wash - ing
The mys - try hid from a - ges past is  here re -

Christ, lift - ed high up - on the tree, be - fore you
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feet and break - ing bread, in cross and font and
vealed in word and sign, for Je - sus’ sto - ry
ev - 'ry knee shall  bend and ev - ’'ry tongue in
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life re -newed: in  Christ, God’s first - born from the dead.
is our own: new life  through death is God’s de - sign.
praise pro-claim: “You are the Lord of all A - men.”

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.
Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

APOSTLES’ CREED

A:  Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (dfter each petition...)
A:  Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.



Meal

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW 2
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SANCTUS: ELW 2
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Ho-ly, ho - ly. ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the

N : —r
z\?w.ga,g . )

. = | =
high-est. Bless-ed 1s he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.




THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe...

P:  With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the center or a
front aisle. You may kneel or stand at the rail. Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or
white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

COMMUNION Music: LAMB oF Gob (F. Melius Christiansen)
Epiphany Chorale Ensemble



COMMUNION HYMN: JESU, JESU, FILL Us WITH YOUR LOVE #708
Refrain
Y F\

\ HEE

—

d! P )]

M%D

Je - su, Je - su, fan us with your love, show
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us how to serve the  neigh-bors we have from you.
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
Refrain
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and @ far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 19252000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

After communion, the service concludes with the stripping of the altar, symbolizing the humiliation, suffering,
and death of Jesus. The musicians chant Psalm 22, the opening verses of which Jesus quoted from the cross.
The altar remains bare until the Easter celebration.

The congregation departs in silence.

The omission of benedictions at the end of both Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship services indicates
their continuity with each other and with the services of Easter.

You are invited to place your offering in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary.
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