EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
3rd Sunday of Easter, May 4, 2025

Praise Worship
Far Hills Campus 9:00 AM, Austin Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

GATHERING SONG: GREAT THINGS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MINISTRY MOMENT: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P: In the name of  the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
C: Amen.
P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants
of your church; waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to
those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

C: make us one as you are one.
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P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
C: Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE: GRAVES INTO GARDENS

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN
PUPPETS: WAKE ME UP AND CHANGE MY LIFE, LORD Lori Embry, director

FIRST READING: ACTS 9:1-20

"'Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem. >Now as he was going along and approaching
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. * He fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
> He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “l am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. ¢ But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to
do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard
the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him

into Damascus. ? For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
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' Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to
him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” ' The Lord said to
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look
for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, '> and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that
he might regain his sight.” ' But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;
'*and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your
name.” '* But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom | have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; 6| myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.” '” So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
'8 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, '’ and dfter taking some food, he
regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, %° and immediately
he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: REVELATION 5:1 1-14

'""Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, '2 singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”
'3Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and
in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
'* And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



P: The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: JOHN 2]:1-19

" After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said
to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

*Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?”
They answered him, “No.” ¢ He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of
the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to
haul it in because there were so many fish. ” That disciple whom Jesus loved said
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from
the land, only about a hundred yards off.

? When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. '°Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just
caught.” ' So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was
not torn. ' Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.
'3 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the
fish. '* This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead.

'> When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” '® A second time he said to
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” '’ He said to him the third
time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him
the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.



'8 Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt
and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you
do not wish to go.” '? (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY: | WiLL FoLLow

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (dfter each petition...)

A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Meal

OFFERING: AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)
OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy...join their unending hymn:



C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the
church office to be included on the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s
nourishment and grace may join us at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the
table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the center or a front aisle.
Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten
free wafers are available at the front of the center aisle. (10:30) Please come to the
table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or side aisle. Communion
is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers
are available upon request.

COMMUNION SONG: | WILL RISE

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER



Send

BENEDICTION

CLOSING SONG: ALL THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN

SENDING

L: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
C: Thanks be to God.
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