EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
4" Sunday of Easter, May 11, 2025
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING FOR MOTHERS

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P:

C:

P:
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In the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,

and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness,
and empower us to be witnesses in your name.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

: make us one as You are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants
of your church; waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

: make us one as You are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to
those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path,

rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

: make us one as You are one.



P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
C: Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN: PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS #843
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love 1n - car-nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-'ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by  grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - ‘ry land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, 1. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: ACTS 9:36-43

* Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. *” At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.
38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there,
sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 37 So
Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the
room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. *° Peter put all of
them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.
*''He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be dlive. * This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. * Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain
Simon, a tanner.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSALM 23

A: The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.
C: The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.



A: You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
C: Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| shall fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
A: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
C: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: NOW THE FEAST
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Al-1le - lu - ia! Al-le -lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we  go?
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You have the wordsof e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lIu - - ial

P: The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: JOHN [0:22-30

%2 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
# and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ** So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense?
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” * Jesus answered, “I have told you, and
you do not believe. The works that | do in my Father’s name testify to me; *° but
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. *” My sheep hear my
voice. | know them, and they follow me. *®| give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. *” What my Father has
given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s
hand. *° The Father and | are one.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US (wv. 1,2,3,5) #789
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I Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let usseekyour fa - vor, wear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace tocleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 17791847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH



Meal

OFFERING: IN THIS VERY ROOM (Ron & Carol Harris) Epiphany Chorale
Melonie June Warren, director, Betty Lou Johansen, piano

OFFERTORY: LET Us TALENTS AND TONGUES EMPLOY (v. |) #674
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I Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta -ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ingfruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-ken and seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-'ry-where!
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain,pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: NOW THE FEAST
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The__. Lord be with vyou. And _ al - so with
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you. Lift up your hearts. We
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lift them to the Lord. Let us give
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thanks to the Lord our God. It is
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right to give God thanks and praise.



SANCTUS #1191
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho-ly are you, God of pow - er and
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might; heav - en and earth are filled with your
# #ﬂ ro oY
i T——# i o
\\av . 7%
J
glo - ry Ho - san - na in the  high - est
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Bless - ed is the  one who comes in your name. Ho -
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san - na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the
church office to be included on the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s
nourishment and grace may join us at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the
table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or side aisle. Communion
is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers
are available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle
and return to your seat by the center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction;
dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available
at the front of the center aisle.

COMMUNION HYMN: HAVE NoO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK #764
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Have no fear, lit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle

1
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to heal  you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music @ 1973 Concordia Publishing House.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER



Send

BLESSING FOR GRADUATES

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING (VV. I,3,4) H63 1
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1 Love di- vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it m - to ev - ry
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let wus all in thee 1in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud-den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom - ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in  heav’n we  take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - 'ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - 1y n thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!



SENDING

A: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
C: Thanks be to God.

Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer
Pianist: Sue Ellefson

Cantor: Bob Ellefson

Lay Reader: David Moenter

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Corey Wagonfield

Assisting Minister: Linda June Snyder

Organist: Bill Serr

Sound: Todd Armstrong

Usher: Steve Knapp

Communion: Debbie & Jon Hauberg, Sandy Houpt
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