EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
7" Sunday after Pentecost, July 27, 2025
Traditional Worship

Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM* (*Livestreamed)

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+* Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.



OPENING HYMN: OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING (w. 1,3,4,6)  #886
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’'s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav'n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784—1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW 8
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PRAYER OF THE DAY




Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: GENESIS 18:20-32

A:
C:

29 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah
and how very grave their sin! *' | must go down and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, | will know.”

250 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the Lord. > Then Abraham came near and said, “Will
you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for
the fifty righteous who are in it? * Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay
the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be
that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” *° And the
Lord said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will forgive the whole
place for their sake.” *” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak
to my lord, | who am but dust and ashes. ?® Suppose five of the fifty righteous are
lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not
destroy it if | find forty-five there.” *’ Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” *° Then he
said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if | speak. Suppose thirty are found there.”
He answered, “I will not do it, if | find thirty there.” *' He said, “Let me take it
upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” ** Then he said, “Oh, do not let my
lord be angry if | speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSAIM |38
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| will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;

before the gods | will sing your praise.

| will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name;

you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
When | called, you answered me;

you increased my strength within me.



All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,

They will sing that great is the glory of the Lord.

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly.

Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

You will make good your purpose for me;

O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever.
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SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 2:6-15

® As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him,
" rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

8 Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. ° For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, '° and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and
authority. '’ In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the
removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; ' when you were
buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the dead. "> And when you were dead in
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with
him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, '* erasing the record that stood against
us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. '> He disarmed
the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over
them in it.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 8
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P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: LUKE I [:1-13

' [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say:

Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.

? Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ° for a friend
of mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.”” And he answers from
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are
with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you anything.” ° I tell you, even though
he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.



?“So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. '’ For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. ' Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would
give a snake instead of a fish? '* Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a
scorpion? ? If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,

how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE #605
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -ly knew:
4

Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905—-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxtord University Press 1969,

APOSTLES’ CREED

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (adfter each petition...)

A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Meal

OFFERING: AS IF | WERE THE ONLY ONE TO LOVE (Luke Garrett) Joe Codispoti

OFFERTORY: IN CHRIST CALLED TO BAPTIZE H#H575

Unite us, anoint us, O Spirit of love,

for you are within us, around us, above.

Equip us for service with gifts you bestow.

In Christ is our calling. In Christ may we grow.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 © 1995 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW 8
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the
church office to be included on the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s
nourishment and grace may join us at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the
table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or side aisle. Communion
is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers
are available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle
and return to your seat by the center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction;
dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available
at the front of the center aisle.



COMMUNION HYMN: SEEK YE FIRST
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1 Seek ye ... first the king - dom of God and its
2 Ask and it shall be giv-en un-to  you secek  and
3 We do not live by bread . . .a - lone, but by
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Text: st. 1, Matt. 6:33, adapt. Karen Lafferty, b. 1948; st. 2, Matt. 7.7; st. 3, Matt. 4:4 LAFFERTY
Music: Karen Lafferty, b, 1948 irregular

Text st. 1 and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Co.



PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send
BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN: GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING #543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
0 4 , \
= — h——
] = | F F = = =
In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins  for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”’
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.

Music: AR HYD'Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

SENDING

A: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.



Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Tracy Paschke-Johannes
University Pastor, Wittenberg University

Pianist: John Benjamin

Lay Reader: Donna Cooper

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer

Assisting Minister: Jane Lane

Organist: John Benjamin

Cantor: Joe Codispoti

Sound: Ted Meyer

Stream Team: Ryan Pearson, Alex Wasser

Ushers: Lon & Therese Molnar

Communion: Sandy Houpt, Kim Knechtly, Sam Richard,

Ann & Warner Simpson



