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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12th Sunday after Pentecost, August 31, 2025  

Traditional Worship 

Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM 

 

 

G a t h e r   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Merciful God,  

C: you free us to love others,  

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen. 

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 
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OPENING HYMN: GATHER US IN (vv. 1-3) #532 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW 1 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

W o r d   

 

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN 

 

FIRST READING: PROVERBS 25:6-7 
 

6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence  

 or stand in the place of the great, 

 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 

 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: PSALM 112 
 

A: Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord; 

C: happy are they who have great delight in God’s commandments! 

A: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

C: the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

A: Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

C: their righteousness will last forever.  

A: Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

C: the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

A: It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs 

with justice. 

C: The righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

A: Their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

C: Their heart is established and will not shrink. 

A: They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast 

forever; 

C: they will hold up their head with honor.  
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SECOND READING: HEBREWS 13:1-8,15-16 
 

1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember 

those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are 

being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be 

held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge 

the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, 

and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave 

you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, 

 “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 

  7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not 

neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 

to God. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 1 
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P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 14:1,7-14 
 

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees 

to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

  7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 

parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 

down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 

been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and 

say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 

take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 

place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; 

then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For 

all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” 

  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon 

or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives 

or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 
13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 

blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be 

repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O GOD BEYOND ALL PRAISING #880 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition…) 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

M e a l   

 

OFFERING:  

(9:00) THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION (arr. Tincher & Rogers)  

  Sarah Juhasz, handbells, John Benjamin, piano 

 

(10:30) LAUDAMUS TE from GLORIA (Antonio Vivaldi)  

  Pr. Julie Reuning-Scherer & Linda June Snyder 
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OFFERTORY: O GOD OF MERCY (v. 1,4) #714 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW 1  

 
 

SANCTUS: ELW 1 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the 

church office to be included on the homebound list. 
 

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s 

nourishment and grace may join us at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the 

table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or side aisle. Communion 

is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers 

are available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle 

and return to your seat by the center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction; 

dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available 

at the front of the center aisle.  
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COMMUNION HYMN: IF YOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE YOU #769 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

 

S e n d   

 

BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING #545 

 
 

SENDING 
 

A: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

S e r v i n g  i n  W o r s h i p  

A u s t i n  C a m p u s  9 : 0 0  A M  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Bob Bresemann 

Pianist: John Benjamin 

Lay Reader: Marcia Drake 

 

F a r  H i l l s  C a m p u s  1 0 : 3 0  A M  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer 

Assisting Minister: Paul Gresham 

Organist/Cantor: John Benjamin 

Sound: Ed Wasser 

Ushers: Adam Armstrong, David Huber 

Communion: Debbie Gresham, Ann Painter, Sam Richard 
  



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS006658. • New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. • Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common 

Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. • For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License 

No. 467862. • Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-702755. 


