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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Epiphany of Our Lord, January 4, 2026 

Traditional Worship 

Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM* (*Livestreamed) 

 

 

“Fear Doesn’t Stop Us” 

 

G a t h e r   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P: In the dark of morning 

C: The stars still shine 

P: In the depth of winter 

C: The birds still climb 

P: At the start of the year, tender and new 

C: God is here, God is near 

P: Do not rest in your fear 

C: God is here 

P: So like the stars and the birds 

C: Let us worship holy God 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Ever-loving God 

C: We long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy. 

However, we know that is not how the world works.  

Even just days after Christmas,  

we find ourselves face to face with fear once again.  

Forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks.  

Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call. 

Forgive us when fear is louder than love.  

Show us how to turn our fear into action.  
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 Show us how to live like the magi who searched for you  

in a fearful world.  

With hope we pray, amen. 

P: Family of Faith,  

Whether you are brave and courageous or fearful and timid,  

God’s love for you knows no end.  

So join me in these words of forgiveness: 

C: Whether fear inspires us to action,  

Or stops us dead in our tracks,  

God’s love for us is boundless.  

We are seen. We are surrounded with grace.  

We are sent to serve. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 

 

OPENING HYMN: RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE (vv. 1,3) #665 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

W o r d   

 

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN  

 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6 
 

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, 

 but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together; they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

  because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 2:1-12,16-18 
 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to 

pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  
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5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the 

prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

  for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 

word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the 

king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, 

and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 
17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

  Rachel weeping for her children;  

  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: WE’VE SEEN GOD’S FACE (vv. 1,3,4)  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



6 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

A: Insisting on hope on this Epiphany day, let us confess our faith. 

C: We have seen the valley 

We have seen a sky without stars 

We have seen the longest night 

And still we believe 
 

 We believe in a with-us God 

We believe in the hope of tomorrow 

We believe that good news is louder than fear 

We believe this good news is for all people 
 

So even when our knees shake 

Even when our voice trembles 

Even when fear is all around us  

We will hold on to that good news  
 

We will reach for each other 

We will look for God in our midst  

We will sing songs of joy 

We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born 
 

We have seen the longest night 

And we have seen unimaginable love 

So still we believe, Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition…) 
 

A: God of hope, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

M e a l   

 

OFFERING: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT (arr. John Rutter) 

 Epiphany Chorale, Joe Codispoti, soloist 
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OFFERTORY: WHAT CHILD IS THIS (v. 3) #296 

 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the 

church office to be included on the homebound list. 
 

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s 

nourishment and grace may join us at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the 

table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or side aisle. Communion 

is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers 

are available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle 

and return to your seat by the center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction; 

dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available 

at the front of the center aisle.  

 

STAR WORDS 
 

For those viewing the service online, here is the link to the randomizer wheel that 

will generate your Star Word: https://wheelrandom.com/cpp-3m2 

 

  

https://wheelrandom.com/cpp-3m2
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COMMUNION HYMN: THE FIRST NOEL #300 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

 

S e n d   

 

CLOSING HYMN: AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD (vv. 1-3) #302 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: In a fearful world, may we look for God’s spirit.  

May we reach for each other’s hands.  

May we choose courage whenever we can.  

And in all things, may we remember that good news is louder than fear.  

In the name of the one who calls, ☩ the one who sends,  

and the one who journeys with— go in peace and do not be afraid. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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S e r v i n g  i n  W o r s h i p  

A u s t i n  C a m p u s  9 : 0 0  A M  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Karl Biermann 

Pianist: John Benjamin 

Lay Reader: Jim Lehman 

 

F a r  H i l l s  C a m p u s  1 0 : 3 0  A M  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Corey Wagonfield 

Assisting Minister: Sandy Houpt 

Organist: John Benjamin 

Sound: Todd Armstrong 

Stream Team: Landon Henderson, Alex Wasser 
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