EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
4* Sunday of Easter, April 26, 2026
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINISTRY MOMENT: CYF CELEBRATION

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
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Alleluia! Christ is risen.

: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation and those that nourish us:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves, flowing rivers.

Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.



SHARING THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN: GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING (w. 1,3,4)  #385
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone is
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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of our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
0 |
- | N |
6T or e O id, ) |
J T T T T !/ o i_ =
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1ia, al -le-Iu - ia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN



FIRST READING: ACTS 2:42-47

A:
C:

*2 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

*> Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things
in common; ** they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. * Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSALM 23

A:

C
A:
C

>

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

: The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

: Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

| shall fear no evil; for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



SECOND READING: | PETER 2:19-25

'? It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain
while suffering unjustly. ° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong,
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is
a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in
his steps.

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
22 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. *° For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 8
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P: The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: JOHN 10:1-10

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ® The gatekeeper opens the
gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ® They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” ¢ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did
not understand what he was saying to them.

”So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. ” | am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will
come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kil
and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK H764
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I Have no fear, lit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has c¢ho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you n
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king-dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 24

Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.

NICENE CREED

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Meal
OFFERING: | NEED THEE EVERY HOUR (arr. Gil Martin) Epiphany Chorale
OFFERTORY: NOW ALL THE VAULT (v. 4) #367

Adoring praises now we bring
and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God,

all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C:And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C:We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:lt is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW 8

0 u H —
PO JTLE - T I 1 X . .
G, | e ! . -
i/ ‘ ‘ d- A J/ d d-
J _‘_'
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord, Go of pow’r and might,
n “ H | ———] | S— L
A —— I ._J_—J_J\ o — _——ﬁ
0y 1 - | ;1 ] i
© o — ‘ S
heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-
n ” ] p—" L
P&l P N ORI | i
(guEm F | | ﬂ_Ld_#_l L.l ‘_d e
) y ¢ 4 | r— -
san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high -
n “ H I [e————— 1
T - -, —~ + J :
(CEESS - S ¢ 1o
est. Bless-ed 1s he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
H 1 —1 i
T — 5 p— I .
o e e ==
san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



COMMUNION HYMN: AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST H#H362
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we  sing praise  to
2 Praise we  Christ, whose  love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, pas - chal
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our vic - to - rious king, who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred  blood for wine, gives his bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathes the sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; with sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - Iu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - Iu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - Iu - ia!
5 Mighty victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie; This alone can sin destroy;
you have conquered in the fight, from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
you have brought us life and light. newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 Now no more can death appall, 8 Father, who the crown shall give,
now no more the grave enthrall; Savior, by whose death we live,
you have opened paradise, Spirit, guide through all our days:
and your saints in you shall rise. Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 18141868, alt.
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN: LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS

#1774
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk 1in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have I to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er last - 1ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
0 4 .
A7 ————= ;
[ (4 e = = | | . =
i & oo
lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.
SENDING

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Corey Wagonfield
Pianist: John Benjain
Lay Reader: David Moenter

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Tracy Paschke-Johannes

Assisting Minister: Judith Clark

Organist: John Benjamin

Sound: Ed Wasser

Ushers: Gregg Gorsuch, Steve Knapp

Communion: Wendy Beavers, Jennifer Henderson, Cindy Hess,
Kim Knechtly

From sundaysandseasons.com © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS006658. « New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. ¢ Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. « For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. Al rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License
No. 467862. * Reprinted under OnelLicense.net A-702755.




