EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
5" Sunday of Easter, May 3, 2026
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM* (*Livestreamed)

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MINISTRY MOMENT: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
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Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation and those that nourish us:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves, flowing rivers.
Blessed are you.
: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Y0

20



and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,

OPENING HYMN: CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION (VV. I,3,4)
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1 Christ 1s made the sure foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of
3 Here be-stow on all  your ser - vants  what they seek from
4 Praise and hon - or to the Fa - ther, praise and hon - or
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cor - ner - stone, cho - sen of the Lord and pre - cious,
hosts, and stay; come with all your lov - 1ng-kind - ness,
you to gain; what they gain  from you, for-ev - er
to the Son, praise and hon - or to the Spir - it,
) & . .
A . . |
@ - ) = 5c
bind - ing all the  church in one; ho - ly Zi - on’s
hear your peo - ple as they  pray; and your full - est
with the bless - ed to re - tain; and here - af - ter
ev. - er three and ev - er one: one in might and
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help for-ev - er and our con - fi - dence a - lone.
ben - ¢ - dic - tion shed with - in these walls to - day.
in  your glo - ry ev - er-more with you to reign.
one in glo - ry while un-end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 18021868
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60

> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *® “Look,” he said, “I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” *’ But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
8 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. >’ While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” °° Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSALM 31:1-5,15-16

| have taken refuge in you, O Lord

Deliver me in your righteousness

Incline your ear to me

Make haste to deliver me

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe

You are my crag and my stronghold

For the sake of your name, lead me and guide me
You are my tower of strength

Into your hands | commend my spirit

God of truth, you have redeemed me
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My times are in your hands

Rescue me from the hand of my enemies
Let your face shine up on your servant

: Save me in your steadfast love
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SECOND READING: | PETER 2:2-10

? Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
*Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals, yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones, let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ.
® For it stands in scripture:
“See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
" This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
% and
“A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
' Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW |
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Al - le - Tu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a,
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al - le - lu - i1a, al - le - Iu - ia.
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Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

P: The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: JOHN [4:1-14

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. * In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? > And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where
| am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to the place where | am
going.” * Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “| am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ”If you know me, you will
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ? Jesus
said to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? '° Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. '' Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me,
but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. '* Very truly, | tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. " | will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. '*If in my
name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”



P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

P: The congregation may be seated.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: OJESUS, | HAVE PROMISED #810
0 & . .
)’ 4 IHIJ. I | | 1 I ] [ i—]
% = s )
1 O Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - te if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my gude.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.

Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH



Meal

OFFERING: THIS IS MY FATHER'S WORLD (arr. Elaine Hagenberg)
Epiphany Chorale, Kara Camfield, violin

OFFERTORY: NOW ALL THE VAULT (v. 4) #367

Adoring praises now we bring
and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God,

all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW |
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



SANCTUS: ELW |
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is  he  who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



COMMUNION HYMN: YOU ARE THE WAY #H758
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1 You are the way; to you a-lone from sin and death we  flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis-dom can 1m - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.

you on - ly

can in - form the mind and pu - r - fy the heart.

and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

that truth

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN: HALLELUJAH! JESUS LIVES! #380
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1 Hal-le - lu - jah! Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je-sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je-sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je-sus lives! Let all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the earth.
5 Hal-le - Iu - jah!  An- gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ, the con-quer-or, has gone,

Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he 1is, you shall be too;
Praise him 1in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav’n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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bright fore-run - ner to the skies of his peo - ple, yet to rise.
lives for-ev - er to  be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.

with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.

Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o - bey.
Glo -ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

SENDING

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Corey Wagonfield
Pianist: John Benjamin
Lay Reader: Donna Cooper

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer

Assisting Minister: Sandy Houpt

Organist: John Benjamin

Sound: Spencer Watamaniuk

Stream Team: Jerry Slaughter, Melonie June Warren

Ushers: Adam & Todd Armstrong

Communion: Wendy Beavers, Brittany Cusick, Mary Moenter,

Ann Painter, Rose Wasky
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