EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
I 8®" Sunday after Pentecost, September 27, 2026
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM* (*Livestreamed)

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Compassionate God

C: We confess that we participate in systems that perpetuate
oppression and injustice. We are often numb to the pain of the
world around us, resistant to change that costs us something,
and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin
against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. Make your home
among us once more, O God, naming us beloved and opening
our hearts to do your will.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.



OPENING HYMN: GOD IS HERE #526 v. [-3

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, may we
find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. Here, as in the world

around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the coming of the Spirit into

open minds and hearts.

Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; here are table,
font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. Here in honesty of
preaching, here in silence, as in speech, here, in newness and renewal,

God the Spirit comes to each.

Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; here as
bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. Here the servants of
the Servant seek in worship to explore what it means in daily living to
believe and to adore.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32

' The word of the LORD came to me: *What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? * As | live, says the Lord GOD, this
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “* Know that all lives are
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only
the person who sins who shall die.



*Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? ** When the
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall
die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. *’ Again,
when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and
do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. * Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. ”’ Yet the house of Israel
says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair?
Is it not your ways that are unfair?

**Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to
your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *' Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? *” For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD.
Turn, then, and live.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSAIM 25:1-9

A: 'To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

C: My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

A: “’Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to
shame who are treacherous.

C: “Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.

A: °Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.

C: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are
from everlasting.



A: "Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember
me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O LORD.

C: °You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach
sinners in your way.

A: “You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, * make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. “ Let each of you look not
to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same mind be
in you that was in Christ Jesus,

®who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be grasped, ' but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human,
®he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even
death on a cross.

’ Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name
that is above every other name, '’so that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

''and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

'“ Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation
with fear and trembling, " for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW |0
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 21:23-32

“When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” ** Jesus said to them,
“l will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also
tell you by what authority | do these things. * Did the baptism of John come
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not
believe him?" *° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd,
for all regard John as a prophet.” ”’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am
doing these things.

** “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” ” He answered, ‘| will not,’
but later he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to the second
and said the same, and he answered, ‘| go, sir,” but he did not go. *' Which of
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the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. *” For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: OH THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS #1772
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!

2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;

3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-cr watch to  keep;
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let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a-gainst my  God.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.

Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 17931870




APOSTLES’ CREED

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Meal

OFFERING

OFFERTORY: ACCEPT, O LORD, THE GIFTS WE BRING #6911 v. 3
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OFFERING PRAYER



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW |0

P: The Lord be with you.

C:And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C:We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:lt is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ. So with believers on earth, all creation, and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW |0
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us
and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire
rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture
in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your
bounty with all the world.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB oF GoD EIW 10
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| O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
3 O Lambol God, you bear the sin  of  all the world a - way;
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.




(9:00) COMMUNION HYMN: BORNING CRY # 732

"l was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. |
rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. | was there when
you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; in a blaze of light you
wandered off to find where demons dwell."

"When you heard the wonder of the Word | was there to cheer you on;
you were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. If you
find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, I'll be
there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun."

"In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, I'll be there to
guide you through the night, complete what I've begun. When the evening
gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, I'll be there as | have always
been, with just one more surprise."

"l was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. |
rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold."

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

(10:30) BELLS — | WAS THERE TO HEAR YOUR BORNING CRY
POsT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN: THE LORD NOW SENDS US FORTH

# 538

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth

Enviado soy de Dios
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Help us, O Lord, we  pray, o do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b, 1923

Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text © 1M Aungsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form profibied without permission o valid lcense from copyighl administrator.



SENDING

A: Go in peace. Flourish with creation.
C: Thanks be to God.

Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Corey Wagonfield
Lay Reader: Marcia Drake

Pianist: John Benjamin

Sound, Usher, A/V: Brittany Albert

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer

Assisting Minister: Paul Gresham

Organist: John Benjamin

Sound: Dave Montgomery

Slides: Ed Wasser

Live Stream: Landon Henderson, Alex Wasser

Ushers: Ron Armstrong, Doug Glass

Communion: Noel Greiman, Debbie Gresham, Kim Knechtly,

Charlotte Richard, Kathleen Wilson
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