EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
20" Sunday after Pentecost, October |1, 2026
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM* (*Livestreamed)

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end,
C: We confess that we participate in systems that perpetuate
oppression and injustice. We are often numb to the pain of the
world around us, resistant to change that costs us something,
and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin
against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. Make your home
among us once more, O God, naming us beloved and opening
our hearts to do your will.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.



OPENING HYMN: ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY H461

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er

2 All who hun-ger, nev-er
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er,
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glad - ly; ho-ly man-na 1s our bread.
strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.

n | . }
) A | | [ |
o — — s
9 ——
Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Herein joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1i - ness and long -ing. Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God i1s good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: [SAIAH 25:1-9

'O LORD, you are my God; | will exalt you; | will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
*For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of
foreigners is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. * Therefore strong
peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. * For you
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a
shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of
the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, ° the noise of foreigners like heat in
a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the
ruthless was stilled.

® On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of
rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of
well-aged wines strained clear. " And he will destroy on this mountain the
shroud that is cast over all peoples, the covering that is spread over all
nations; ° he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. ’ It will be said on that
day, “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.”

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSALM 23
A: ' The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

C: “The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me
beside still waters.



A: ’You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for
your name’s sake.

C: “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort me.

A: °You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

C: °Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9

' My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

’| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
’Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement
and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. ’ And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

® Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. ’ As for the things that you have learned
and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace
will be with you.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW |0
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 22:1-14

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: * “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
’He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. * Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell
those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to
the wedding banquet.” ° But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, ° while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated
them, and killed them. " The king was enraged. He sent his troops,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. ° Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ’ Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.” '’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

"' “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, '“and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. "* Then



the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
"“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Now WE JOIN IN CELEBRATION

# 462
Now We Join in Celebration
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1 Now we join in cel - e-bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;

For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled throughyou,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen - dence,

of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v'ry,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers,

of your liv - ing self, our vic - try,
serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,

e

3N
0B ﬁ

- f
\/,

stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed wus.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice,love,and mer - ¢y till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990

Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Meal

OFFERING
(10:30) BESIDE STILL WATERS BY JOSEPH MARTIN EPIPHANY CHORALE
CONDUCTING: MELONIE WARREN

OFFERTORY: ACCEPT, O LORD, THE GIFTS WE BRING #691 v. 3
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Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - foreyou Lord,
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by your grace now  cometo us, as hum-bly we a - doreyou
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OFFERING PRAYER



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW |0

P: The Lord be with you.

C:And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C:We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:lt is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ. So with believers on earth, all creation, and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: ELW |0
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us
and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire
rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture
in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your
bounty with all the world.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



COMMUNION HYMN: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS #502
The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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1 The King of Ilove my shep - herd s, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft | strayed, but yet n
4 In death’s dark vale | fear no ill, with  thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; | noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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| am  his and he is mine for - ev - &t
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tnal feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: St1. CoLumBaA, Irish tune

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyvright administrator.

POosST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION




CLOSING HYMN: SAVIOR, AGAIN TO YOUR DEAR NAME #534v. 1,2, 4
Savior, Again to Your Dear Name
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I Sav - ior, a - gain to your dear name we  raise
2 QGrant us your peace up - on our home-ward way;
3 Grant wus your peace, Lord, through the com - ing  night;
4 Grant wus your peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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with one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of  praise;
with you be - gan, with you shall end the day;
for us trans - form its dark - ness in - to light.
our balm in Sor - row, and our stay in strife;
raE P
once more Wwe bless you ere our wor - ship cease,
guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
Keep us from harm and dan - ger tll the dawn;
then, when your voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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then, low - ly bend - ing, wait your word of peace.
that in this house have called up - on your name.
your eve - ning  pres - ence prom -ise to your  OwnN.
call us, O Lord, to your e - ter - nal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 18261893, alt.
Music: ELLERS, Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901

SENDING

A: Go in peace. Flourish with creation.
C: Thanks be to God.



Serving in Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Beth Clothier
Lay Reader: Randy Hollowell
Pianist: Bret Blasius

Sound, Usher, A/V: Brittany Albert

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer

Assisting Minister: Judy Clark

Organist: Sue Ellefson

Live Stream: Jerry Slaughter and Alex Wasser

Sound: David Montgomery

Slides: Ed Wasser

Ushers: Todd Armstrong, John Venis

Communion: Allison Crews, Sandy Houpt, Ann Painter, Kathleen
Wilson
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