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Sunday Worship Service 

Giving Thanks for the 50th Anniversary of Covenant Presbyterian Church 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday, September 13th, 2026  11 a.m. 
To our guests: Welcome! We invite you to respond with bolded words during prayers and readings.  

*All those who are able, please stand 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE.............................................................................................................................Chancel Choir 

Psalm 150 (Praise the Lord) 

 

INVITATION TO CELEBRATE ................................................................................... Covenant Pastors 

Former Covenant pastors and spouses share special memories and blessings for the 50th anniversary of 

the church 
 

 

*OPENING HYMN ...................................................................................................................................15 

All Creatures of Our God and King vs 1, 4, 6

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE US ................................... Rev. Maggie Niles 

 

A SONG OF REMEMBRANCE .............................................................................................................326 

For All the Saints, vs 1 

 

CALL TO FAITH ................................................................................................................ Dr. Jim Moyer 

 

*PRAYER OF FAITH AND TRUST........................ Paul Woodruff, spouse of Rev. Marcia Woodruff 

Receive our gratitude, Holy God, for the years through which you have led us and 

open us to the future you promise. In the years that lie ahead, grant us your 

encouragement in the work of ministry, your consolation in times of difficulty, and 

your challenge to our complacency. Give us such trust in your abiding Holy Spirit 

that we may find joy and peace in our common life, strength and courage to live in 

the world for your reign, and hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED ....................................................................................... Rev. Michelle Grunseich 
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ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS .............................. Rev. Michelle Grunseich 

 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE            

 

A MUSICAL OFFERING OF PRAISE .................................................................. Unity Handbell Choir 

The Prayer 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

Covenant children and youth share their hopes and prayers for the next 50 years of Covenant ministry 

 

SCRIPTURE READING .......................................................................Elder Jim Carr, Clerk of Session 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

SERMON ......................................................................................................................... Rev. Alex Becker 

A New Covenant 
 

*PRAYER OF REDEDICATION (from Covenant’s 25th Anniversary) ..................................... Psalm 145 

I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name for ever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you, and praise your name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 

God’s greatness is unsearchable and beyond understanding. 

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 

Of the glorious splendor of your kingdom, and of your marvelous miracles, I will meditate,  

all shall sing aloud of your goodness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The Lord is good to all, your compassion is over all that you have made. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your saints shall bless you. 

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power, 

To make known to the future generations your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your 

kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all 

generations. 

You, O Lord, are always true to your promises, and shower love in all that you do. 

The Lord upholds all those who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down. 

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food throughout the year. 

You open your generous hand, you satisfy the need of every living thing. 

The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. 

The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon you faithfully. 

You fulfill the desire of all who fear you, you also hear their cry, and save them. 

O Lord, you preserve all who love you; but all the wicked you will destroy. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, let all flesh bless your holy name for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE ..............................................................................................................................634 

To God Be the Glory, vs 1 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER ......................................... p. 35 in the hymnal 

 

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION ......................................................... Rev. Dr. Erin Cox-Holmes 
 

THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE 

Offerings given today will support For Pete’s Sake and Covenant Presbyterian Church in honor of the 

children of Covenant 
 



 
     

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.   

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; Not so much 

to be understood as to understand; Not so much to be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we 

receive; It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; And it is in dying that we are born to eternal 

life.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN .................................................................................................................................450 

 Be Thou My Vision 
 

*BENEDICTION ..................................................................................................................Chancel Choir 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You 
 

POSTLUDE 

Covenant has been blessed with the sounds of beautiful music filling its sanctuary for 50 years. Today especially, 

we are grateful for the singers, ringers, and instrumentalists who worked to prepare the music for this important 

celebration.  To those who have come before, to those who are here now, and for all those who will come well 

after, we are grateful for your gifts and your leadership.   

Thank you to our 50th anniversary preparation committee for all of their incredible hard work to prepare for this 

special celebration. Dick Abplanalp, Ginny Abplanalp, Mary Decker, Patti Mann, Barbara Rhinehart, Carolyn 

Unkel, Elizabeth Young, and Session representatives 

Jim Carr, Greta Kolodziej, Marty Long, Suraj Nesamani, and Elizabeth Young. 

* This worship service is livestreamed and recorded (covenantfrazer.org/live) 

Thank you for worshipping with us! We are working together to create comfortable worship 

spaces for all our members and visitors. 

• Join us in the sanctuary. Children’s activities for the pew are located through the back doors of 

the sanctuary or on the windowsill near the front of the sanctuary. 

• Adults and children are also invited to the Gathering Space for worship. A children’s table with 

quiet activities and a rack with children’s books are available for little ones. 

• If you need a quieter worship space, the parlor is available. 

• The nursery/preschool (Rm. 114) is open for children birth up to age 5 during the service. 

• A mother’s nursing room is available at the end of the hallway past the bathrooms (Rm. 108). 

 

Today we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Covenant Presbyterian Church.  All are invited 

downstairs after the service for a luncheon. 
 

People's Pantry is in need of applesauce and canned fruit. Donations may be dropped off at the 

church, Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 



 
     

Presbyterian Women will be meeting at 1pm on Wednesday, September 16th in the Parlor. All ladies 

are welcome to join us. For more information please contact Mary Decker 

at marydecker02@comcast.net. 
 

Family Movie night is happening Sunday, September 20th at 4 p.m. We will be showing "10 Lives" 

where a pampered cat takes his lucky life for granted, until fate steps in and shows him the way. All are 

invited- bring friends and family! COME HUNGRY! We’ll have hot dogs, nachos, popcorn, and candy 

for everyone to enjoy. FREE ADMISSION! Let us know you’ll be coming by clicking on the link in the 

Wednesday email or by visiting covenantfrazer.org/familymovie. 
 

Join a small group for a trip to Philadelphia to help serve lunch at Broad Street Love to those who are 

experiencing deep poverty. The next Broad Street Love trip is Wednesday, October 14th. Deadline 

to sign up is Tuesday, September 15th. Please contact Barbara Rhinehart (brhinehart@gmail.com) if 

you are interested in going. 
 

Come meet Troop 76 for a fun campfire and see what scouting is all about Sunday, 

October 4th 6-8 p.m. (rain date is Sunday, October 11th 6-8 p.m.). If you have any 

questions, email Jeremy Rudolph at JoinTroop76@gmail.com.  Please RSVP by 

scanning the QR code. 
 

Invest in our kids and youth for the 2026–2027 school year! We are looking for volunteers for our 

children and youth programs. (Background check required.) Scan the QR code in Wednesday’s email or 

grab a postcard from the welcome desk. Have questions? Reach out to Dara at 

dharris@covenantfrazer.org.  
 

Join us after worship on September 27th for an information session in the lower level to learn more 

about Days for Girls. Days for Girls International (DfG) is an award-winning NGO that works to 

shatter stigma and limitations associated with menstruation, improving health, education, and livelihood 

outcomes for girls and women everywhere. We invite all people and ages to come and learn more - we 

all have women in our lives, learning how to care for and support them is one way to show appreciation 

for the role they play in your life. Learn more at daysforgirls.org.  
 

On Saturday, October 3rd at 1 p.m., join us for a Fall wreath making event happening in the lower 

level at Covenant. All supplies will be provided. Bring a friend and come to learn how to make the 

perfect fall wreath for your home! Cost is $25 per wreath but scholarships are available- we never want 

finances to be a reason not to fellowship! Hot cider and fall treats will be served. Please RSVP to Pastor 

Maggie at mniles@covenantfrazer.org or sign up at the welcome desk by September 27th. 
 

You are invited to the Fellowship Hall right after 10 a.m. worship for a two-part look into Pastor Alex’s 

sabbatical in Greece. The first session on Sunday, October 4th, will cover the main highlights and an 

overview of his experience. On Sunday, November 8th, the focus will turn to a detailed study of Paul’s 

second missionary journey. 
 

The People’s Pantry is thrilled to share that Marchwood Tavern is bringing you Sunday Afternoon 

Bingo! Join us on October 25th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. for a fun-filled Bingo fundraiser 

supporting the Pantry. Stay tuned - more details will drop in early October! 
 

Save the date! Join us for the Women’s Retreat on January 16th, 2027, featuring keynote speaker 

Becca Bateman. Stay tuned - more exciting details are coming soon!. 
 

Join Pastor Maggie every Friday at 10 a.m. for Meditations with Maggie. Take a 30-minute reset 

with Pastor Maggie on Zoom every Friday from 10–10:30 a.m. Drop in whenever you can to relax and 

recharge for the weekend. Access the Zoom link at covenantfrazer.org/maggie. 

mailto:marydecker02@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945AAA923A3F5CF8-65022747-family
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The Deacons would like to announce the offering of Friendly Calls, a concept borrowed from Surrey 

Services. Friendly Calls are brief check-in calls offered to seniors and anyone who would like a Deacon 

or Stephen Minister to contact them on a regular basis. If you or someone you know would like to 

receive a friendly call, find the form on the forms section of the hub at covenantfrazer.org/hub or call the 

church at 610-648-0707. 

Come find rest, encouragement, and a deeper faith at Women's Bible Study! Starting Wednesday, 

October 14th, we’ll meet weekly at 7 p.m. in the Church Library (Room 208, upper level). This year, 

we are exploring N.T. Wright’s study guide, Acts: 24 Studies for Individuals and Groups, focusing on 

how Jesus worked through the apostles and how He empowers our actions today. Books are available 

for $10. Everyone is welcome to drop in anytime - just be sure to double - check the church website 

calendar for exact meeting dates. For questions, contact Sarah Reindel at sarah.reindel@comcast.net. 
 

Save the date! Help us shatter stigma and limitations associated with menstruation for improved health, 

education, and livelihood outcomes for girls and women everywhere with Days for Girls. Join us 

Saturday, October 24 at 10 a.m. when we will make and pack components for menstruation 

kits. The kits are hand-sewn washable pads and will be distributed both locally and internationally. 

Sewers and non-sewers are welcome. Everything needed for the activities will be provided. Please sign 

up by October 18th at the welcome desk. If you would like to financially contribute to the supplies we 

will use for the kits, see the Wednesday Email for the link. 
 

 

This Week at Covenant 

Sunday, September 13 

 11 a.m. – 50th Anniversary Celebration 

 12 p.m. - Luncheon 

Monday, September 14  

 10 a.m. – LIFT 

 6:30 p.m. - Promise Keepers 

 7 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous 

 7 p.m. – Deacons Meeting 

Tuesday, September 15 

 10 a.m. – Quilters 

 6 p.m. – Unity Handbells 

 7 p.m. – Brandywine Singers  

 7 p.m. – Book Club 

Wednesday, September 16 

 1 p.m. – Presbyterian Women 

Thursday, September 17 

 7 p.m. – Worship Choir 

Friday, September 18 

 6:30 a.m. - Promise Keepers 

 10 a.m. – Meditations with Maggie 

Sunday, September 20 

 10 a.m. – Worship Service/Children’s 

church/Junior church 

 11:15 a.m. – Adult Christian Education 

 11:15 a.m. – Covenant Connect 

 4 p.m. – Family Movie Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan to give Connect Card 

https://covenantfrazer.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4cefc26d6eabedc55f5f665b5&id=84695a5b9c&e=96cfb35814
file:///G:/.shortcut-targets-by-id/1jH6DjlNR3gyamB5FRKoaCVvZehkw4CYA/Shared%20Data/Bulletin/2026/sarah.reindel@comcast.net


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Covenant, A Brief History 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church is a spiritual home where love has the run of the house. 

Our church officially began with the words below, exactly as they are inscribed in the 

first Session minutes book for the newly formed church. 

 

"The Covenant Presbyterian Church was formed by the merger of the former East 

Whiteland Presbyterian Church and the First Presbyterian Church of Malvern. 

 

The merger agreement was approved by both congregations in simultaneous meetings 

on June 1, 1976. 

 

The first worship service, conducted by the Reverend William Zulker, was held on 

Sunday September 5, 1976, at eleven o'clock in the morning." 

 

At the time of the merger there were a total of 394 members between the two churches. 

As of September 2026, Covenant is a thriving church community with 487 members. 

 

During the first Session meeting on September 8, 1976, the Elders approved allowing the 

Church property to be used as a polling place. 50 years later, our neighbors continue to 

cast their ballots within the church walls. 

 

While the heart of the church, our people, has remained consistent and strong, our 

physical facilities have changed dramatically over the last 40 years, culminating in our 

most recent expansion, completed in May 2016, dedicated on May 15, 2016, and fully 

paid off at the end of 2025. This building project added office and classroom space, a 

larger music suite, redeveloped the lower level to add natural light and a new commercial 

kitchen, and expanded and improved the gathering spaces on the main level to physically 

convey the welcoming spirit of the Covenant Community. 

 


