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PROGRAM 
 
Opening audience chorale: “Von Gott will ich nicht lassen” 

 I. Prologue (Organ) 

 II. View of the World 

 III. Masks 

 IV. The Arrows of Death 

 V. The Sweet Chains of Love 

 VI. The Ceremony of the Academy 

 VII. The Ignorance of the Learned 

 VIII. The Wheel of Fortune 

 IX. The Crimes of Humanity 



Audience chorale: “Es spricht der unweisen Mund” 

 X. False Promise of a Golden Age 

 XI.  Vanity of Vanities 

 XII. Horror and Swooning 

 XIII. The Return to God 

 XIV. Epilogue (Organ) 

Program note  
Petr Eben engaged with the “Labyrinth” text throughout his life, first composing a string quartet with the same title 

in 1981, and later performing a series of organ improvisations on excerpts of the text, which he ultimately 

worked out as the composition heard today, published in 2002. In considering Comenius ’ text alongside  

his biography and that of Eben, one common theme is that of productive work during exile. We can think of  

Comenius, publishing a Czech hymnal and many other works during exile caused by religious conflicts; and we 

can think of Eben, writing sacred music for decades at the expense of his career under communist authorities. 

Eben himself writes: “What I find most moving about Comenius’ attitude is his tireless work to improve this world. 

In this he can serve as an example even for our present society: to preserve one ’s own critical view of, and  



separation from, this world, but to devote all one ’s powers to improving it. ” Here there is an echo of  

Jeremiah 29:7: “...seek the welfare of the city [Babylon] where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on 

its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” Eben’s work always shows him to be not a retreating pietist 

but a Christian optimist, convinced of the reality of a serene and grateful inner life even in the constant presence 

of societal rots and falsehoods. 

Most of the musical thematic material Eben uses in this cycle is drawn from Lutheran and Bohemian chorales,  

chosen for the associations of their texts. Since we may be less familiar with their texts, we will sing two of them as 

“audience chorales” at the junctures of their appearances. The first is “Von Gott will ich nicht lassen,” which we 

will sing before the Prologue. This chorale appears in increasingly fragmented and distorted iterations through the 

first four movements. Towards the end of the fifth, “The Sweet Chains of Love,” a new major theme is stated, which 

is a tune that seems to have been composed by Jan Comenius for his 1659 Kancional for the Unitas Fratrum 

(later the Moravian Church) of which he was bishop. This theme does not appear to be in much modern use, but 

the Czech title translates to “The love of God and the life of love. ” Similar to the first example, Eben works this 

theme across multiple subsequent movements, introducing rhythmic and intervallic distortions until, by the ninth 

movement, the chorale melody has disappeared. 

Then, before the tenth movement, “False Promise of a Golden Age,” we will sing the 1524 Johann Walter cho-

rale which sets Martin Luther’s paraphrase of Psalm 14, “Es spricht der unweisen Mund wohl.” This is the third 

main melodic theme of the cycle, explored in the tenth and eleventh movements. Following these, in the twelfth 

movement, “Horror and Swooning,” a different theme is hinted at, and finally stated plainly in “The Return to 

God.” This theme is “O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig,” the German version of the Agnus Dei: “O Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.” Finally, in the short “Epilogue” which closes the cycle, one 

final melody appears, “Du höchstes Licht,” a chorale of the Bohemian Brethren in Comenius’ tradition. The text 

reads: “Thou highest light, day without end, thou God and my most faithful Lord, from thee the light of grace goes 

forth and brightly shines for all the earth. He is the light of all the world, in whom men clearly may behold the 

bright and beauteous light of day that brings them blessing and all joy.” 

Have feedback? Want to sign up for our Email list?  
Share with us your thoughts on the performance and let us know what programs 

you would like to see in the future; and, if you are not already on our Music at St. 

Philip email list, scan the QR code below and provide your email and feedback. 

HOW TO DONATE and support Music at St. Philip Programs: 

A freewill offering in support of Music at St. Philip will be received in the Narthex. 

Checks may be made out to St. Philip PC, please put MASP in the memo.  

For credit card donations, PayPal, Venmo, Google Pay or Apple Pay,  

scan the QR code to the left. 

Thank you for your support!  

https://39268.people.myamplify.io/external/form/0cf10c82-2ade-4164-87f4-c99bbb8e3296



