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[bookmark: _Toc374984376]The Big Idea
Being near Christ is not the same as being in Christ.  You can taste grace, feel conviction, and still die lost.  But those people who truly belong to Jesus are held fast by His saving grace.
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.
9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are convinced of better things in your case—the things that have to do with salvation. 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. – Hebrews 6:4-12 (NIV)
1. Exposure Is Not Salvation
“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.  No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else.  No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand.  30 The Father and I are one.” – John 10:28–29 (NIV)
And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory. – Romans 8:30 (NLT)
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. – Philippians 1:6 (NLT)
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us.  But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. – 1 John 2:19 (ESV)

2. Turning Away Is a Final Rejection, It is Not a Slip

3. Fruit Proves the Root

4. Assurance of Salvation Belongs to the Truly Redeemed

If you have questions about today’s message or if you’d like to talk about salvation, email Pastor Mike at Pastor@RedemptionRock.net or call him at 774-209-0182.

Join us next Sunday as we continue our sermon series “Warnings and Wonders in the Word” with a message called “Counterfeit Conversion!”

Additional Scriptures for study: Matthew 13; Hebrews 10:26–29
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